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Ne — nefcieris te velle doceri; 
Scire aliquid lat eft, pudot eft nil difcere velle. 
Cato, Dist, : 


Knowledge ftiJl feek, nor idly proud neglect, 
Tis good to have, ‘tis fhameful co reject, 


ae ~ ancien oman onan 


Ant.1. A Hiflory of the carly Part of the Reign of James 
the Second. With an introduttory Chapter by the Right Hon, 
Charles James Fax, 19 which is added an Appendia. Ato 
il. 16s. Miller arid Savage, 1808. 


THE number of years during which this work has been 
™ expeéted ; the erminent flation of the writer, almoft from 
bis youth the parliamentary leader of a confiderable party im 
the itate, whom his perfortal qualities attached fingularly| to 
him; at times high in the direttion of it’s councils, and the 
prime mover of fome meafutes producing the molt i ant 
confequences ; his reputation for diftinguathed ability difiemi+ 
nated all over Europe; this combination of circumftances, 
concentrating an univerfal and ftrong intereft and attention to 
tis hiftory, calls upon us for particular care in the account 
We are to give of it; feeling it tobe no common cauie-or 
Perfon on which, at this inftant, our literary duty calls us to 


in judgment, 
Q The 
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210 Mr. Fox’s Hiflory of James the Second. 


The motives of Mr. Fox for undertaking this work ap 

evident from the whole tenor of it: he appears to have been 
fully impreffed with the convidtion, that after the middle of 
the laft century a number of writers had arifen, the clegance 
of whofe works, and their appearance of profundity, 
brought them and their opinions into a popular e{limation 
which they little deferved. ‘Thefe he held to have employed 
their ftrength anid weight, m no very latent attempt to de. 
grade the principles atted upon by the true friends ot liberty, 
during the whole arduous ftruggle from the Reftoration to the 
final eftablifhment of the conflitution in 1688; and to afperfe 
the great actors, who appeared on that fide, in this celebrated 
and final confliét of the monarchical and democratic power, 
interwoven in the conflitution. To provide an antidote for 
the fuppofed poifon, thus infidioufly and, he thought, too fue. 
cefsfully diffeminated among us, was the firft objeét of Mr. 
Fox in this hiflory ; and he had a fecond, if he had lived to 
carry his work to a conclufion; to reftore to the principles 
of thofe times, what he thought the due luftre in which they 
ought to appear; and to thofe illuftrious agents, that’ purity 
of fame, that reverence of pofte rity to their unmixed and u- 
adulterated merits, to which their titles (fome miferable e- 
ceptions thrown afide) were fo eminently juft. 

Before we proces -d to the body of the work, fome extrafts 
of letters of Mr. Fox and his corre (pondents relating to 
James the 2ds papers, formerly*depofited in the Scotch Col- 
lege at Paris, but now perifhed, muft be confidered. Imthe 
iit of thofe papers which’ Mr..Fox has given, there are two 
great omiffions: the one of a box or cafket of molt fecret pa 
pers, which by the direction of James was not to be opened 
until the expiration of a century after the time of its being de 
pofited*. The fecond, a copy of a plan for his future go- 
vernment of thefe kingdoms, and his intended divifion of mi- 
nilterial offices, in cafe he fhould be reflored, between the 
members of the Eftablifhment, thofe of the ‘harct of Rome, 
and the diflenters. This we recolle& to have been authen 
ticated by the fignature of his Queen: it was alfo to ferve 
for inftructions to his fon after his deceafe. An analy fis of 
this paper, which we made abotit the year 1777; will be 





* Information received by the writer of this article at the 
college about 1777. 
made 
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Mr. Fox's Hiftory of James the Second. 2it 


made confiderable ufe of in our account of the work be. 
fore us *. 

The lofs of thefe original papers is an objeét of great res 

ret, and its hiftory, of interefting curiofity to this country. 
The commencement of what is here given by Dr. Cameron is 
erroneous ; and the error fuch that juftice requires it to be 
corrected. He {tates that ** Lord Gower before he lett 
Paris, wrote to Principal Gordon offering to take the charge 
ofthofe papers, and depofit them fately in this country: that 
what anfwer was returned was unknown to him, Dr, C. 
but that nothing was done.” ° This flatement obfcurely taxes 
the Principal with negleéting, if not refufing to make ufe of 
the beft poflible opportunity for their prefervation, Dr. 
Gordon’s account, which we received perfonally from him- 
felf, differs widely from this reprefentation. He flated that his 
objeét had been, to have them depofited in the Royal library 
here, or in the Britifh Mufeum ; that the propofiion tor 
their being brought over by Lord Gower came trom him to 
his lordfhip ; and that no definitive anfwer was obtained to 
it. It is to be conjectured that the ambaffador might enter- 
tan fome doubts, whether in fuch an a& he fhould not be 
exceeding’ the privileges of his office ; and that, before his 
determination, fudden incidents might compel his return to 
England t. 

We now come tothe work itfelf. In fuch a contefted 
period, a writer profefling to bring forward a new view of 
the outline of its hiftory, muft prefent us with various points 
for hiltorical criticifm, of which a very few can be noticed 
ina work like this ; but when fuch a writer gives an account 
different from every one who has preceded him, of the pri- 
mary objects which the greateft agents in the tranfactions 





* But the Stuart papers are not the only valuable hiitorical 
documents depofited in the college, which probably  perifhed in 
the times of the French revolution. At the breaking out of the 
difturbances which attended the reformation in Scotland, Cardi. 
nal Beaton alfo fent thither about 20 volumes in folio of MS 
Scatch ftate papers, as a place of fecurity. ‘There was alfo a 
thin folio of letters in the hand of the unfortunate Mary of Scot- 
land, the firft of which was On the reitoration of the Lenoxes, at 
the interceflion of Elizabeth. 3 

+ The truth is, we believe, that Lord G. confented to take 
the papers; but that the Principal declined fending them, with. 
out the Piétures, and other things, which could not fo catily, nor 


fo Properly, have been taken, 
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purfued, or of the mafter motives by which they were age 
tuated, fuch new reprefentations prefs upon us imperatively 
for examination.” A novel optnien of this kind here broughy 
forward, appears to be the great object of Mr. Fox 
throughout his work: he confiders n as a difcovery pecus 
harly his own; and xt therefore has a claim to our attention, 
To what we fhail obferve upon this, we only purpole 
to add one or two brief remarks on fome other paiticulars 
which he has laid down. 

The fyflem which he affumes, to aecount for the whole 
conduét of James, ts, that his firft and paramount objeQ 
was to eftablith a fyftem of abfolute power here *, and to afl. 
milate the conflitution of England to that of France. To 
prove this he refers to the papers of Barillan: and contends 
that this was the real main{pring of all his ations at his acs 
ecflion; that his attachment to Romanifm and his defire to 
eflablith it, were far inferior m degree to the former motive: 
which, he afferts, is evidently fhowa by his difplaying no dehre 
to obtain for it, any thing more than a complete toleration. 

On this argument, deduced from the limitation of James’s 
declared purpofes to the toleration, we obferve, that it has 
every appearance of fair and good reafoning : but it will be 
afterwards fhown, from a faét of the greatefl fingularity, tha 
the conclufion is abfolutely esroneous t, and on the aurhos. 
rity of James himfelf. 

With refpeét to this fir and paramount object, afcribed by 
Mr. Fox to King James, and for the attainment of, which 
he folicited the aid of Louis, which he alledges to be proved 
by the papers of Barillon, and particularly by his letter dated 
Feb. 19, 1685, that letter we muft obferve contains no {uch 
application, nor the avowal of any obje& of fuch extent, as 
the total annihilation of the conftitution; nor is any vellige 
of it to be found in any other part of thofe papers. 

The affiftance mdeed of the French monarch was fe- 
queiled in a fuppofed cafe, which James entertained Rrong 
apprehenfions would take place, but which aétually did not. 
That is, that the Parliament which was to meet in May, 
might refufe to hun the revennes granted to his brother for 
hte, in which cafe his refolution was to diffolve it; to con- 
tinue the colleétion of his brother’s revenue, and to fupport 
himfelf without the aid of that affembly ; that is, to aflume 
@ power unconilitutional and arbirary. 

But the great and primary object of James was not that 
the pretext thould occur for bim to aflume this power: i 
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was rather to be fpared what he would have called the neceffity 
ef {uch a meafure, by the grant of the continuation 6f his bros 
ther’s revenue to him, which was very cordially pafled. 

What the great and leading objett of James at his accefs 
fion. was, according to thefe papers, is a matter of faét. To 

retend to determine it, from fome lax or even cenfurably ges 
neral principles, laid down by his agents in treating with the 
French minifter, or to fay that the objeét extended to 
their extreme confequences, is a miferable paralogi{m. The 
royal power appears to have attained great flrength and 
vigour, and the royal influence in the two houfes great 
weight, at the end of the firft feffion of James's parliament. 
Still the monarchy at that time was not rendered abfolute, 
nor the conftitution affimilated to that of France: and if the 
application of James and the engagements of Louis extended 
to raife the royal power to that eminence and no further, 
the objett of any fecret treaty or agreement which mighe 
exif, did not go to the making of the monarchy defpotie. 
There were many degrees by which the royal power, high 
as it was then carried, fell beneath a plenary and unlimited 
fovereignty. 

But James, at the end of that feffion, was in full poffeflion 
of all the power he had applied to Louis to aid him to ac- 
hy and to which he had acceded: for Loa writing to 

arillon on the 15th June, 1685, with reipeét to the royal 
— acquired at the time, fays; ‘* one may afhrm that no 
ing of England has been able to exert more authority im 
parliament than this prince at prefent enjoys:.and there is 
nothing he may not promife bimlelt for the. confirmation of 
tt.” It is evident therefore, that there was no article con- 
cluded on between the two fovereigns or their minifters at 
the acceffion of James, to raife the royal authority m Eng- 
land in civil matters above the elevation it had acquired at 
the breaking up of the firft feffion of his parliament. Much 
lefs ig it true that James had applied for, and Louis XIV. pro- 
mifed him, his aid to reduce tins kingdom to an abfolute mo- 
narchy, which Mr. Fox favs is demonftrated in the papers of 
Bariilon: a point which, alter more than one or two careful 
examinations of the whole of them, we ulferly. deny, At his 
accefon, fo tar fromaeli€ afllimilation of this country with that 
of France, or the eflablithment of any other abfolute form 
of power, being his great Jeading objctt, we fee not if the an- 
thorities appealed to that either of them was his objet at all. 
Whether it became to alterward, noting in this work re- 
quires us to conhder. 
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Moft of our hiftorians have ftated a different mainfprin 
of the aftions of James. His great and primary object has 
by them been reprefented to have been, the general eitablith. 
ment of the faith of the Roman church in thefe kingdoms, 
But Mr. Fox contends, on the evidence of his papers alfo, 


that he purfued this obje& with a zeal lefs ardent than that - 


which actuated him in his plan to eftablih here an abfolute 
monarchy: and that he difplayed no defire to obtain for the 
members of that church any thing more than a complete 
toleration. 

This is not without a femblance of being founded on the 
general tenor of the papers of Barillon ; but it will be pre- 
fently fhown, and on the authority of James himfelf, that 
his overweening confidence in the infallibility of the reafons 
producing his own religious convittion, led him ito the 
moft fingular of errors: that of fuppofing that the admiffion 
of a toleration, mult of neceflity be ultimately followed by 
the converfion of the whole body of the people to Romanilm. 
Old age diminifhed not in him the force of this error; and 
he bequeathed it as a moft ufeful truth to that fon, who he 
hoped would one day become his fucceflor. 

Carrying this in our recolleétion, that he regarded the efta- 

lifhment of the toleration of Romamf{m, as the virtual eftas 
blifhment of the whole fyitem ; we fhall underftand what we 
find him faying in the French difpatches, of his determination 
at every hazard to eftablifh a toleration here. Wath this pre- 
mifed, we fhall fee, and on the cleareft evidence of Mr. Fox's 
own authority Barillon, what was his great firft objet, 
the main{pring of his a€ts. Two citations from that minil- 
ter will be enough to point out this. In his letter of the 
i9th of February, evidently regarded by Mr. Fox as the 
moft important of the whole colleétion on this queftion, 


where James is flated to have made application for the fup- 


port of Louis the X1Vth, in his’ internal government, the 


very firtl particular of that application inflanced by Baril- 
lon, is in the following words ; 


“€ He (James) told me that without his (Louis’s) proteétion 
and fupport, he could not undertake any thing that he had plan- 
ned in favour of the Romanitts ; shat he knew very well that be 
never could be in fecurity until liberty of confcience was intirely ef 


tablijbed for them in England ; toeffect which he would feduloufly 


apply all his exertions, the moment he difcerned a poflibility of 


fuccefs.’? 


_ Ona firong fentence in this citation we thall note; that 
it may admit fome doubt, whether a king can be feated with 
perfect fecurity on his throne, whofe religion is fo execrated 


by 
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Mr. Fox's Hiftory of James the Second. 215 


by his fubjetts, that. they will not fuffer the free exercile of 
it by any other individual; and with fome conception like 
this impreffed upon his mind, little doubt can be made that 
the words of James correfponded with his real opimon, 
Now when a fovereign, who fhall be admitted to have formed 
arefolution, when occafion prefents itfelf, of illegally con- 
centrating every power of the conftitution in himfelf, fha!l 
find on his acceffion to a throne, that the very continu- 
ance of his poffeffion is infecure; what will be the great 
object of his firft meafures to obtain? will it not be that 
which he holds to be neceffary to fecure himfelf upon 
the throne ? or will he firft endeavour -to render the powers 
of his crown unlimited ? He’ will without doubt poftpone 
the fecond meafure, until he has fucceeded in the firft. Bae 
rillon’s letter therefore clearly fhows, that his firit and great 
objeft muft have been the obtaining the toleration; which 
alfo he efteemed to be ultimately the fame as the change of 
the national religion to that of Rome. 

Such was James's primary.objeét at his acceflion, and fuch 
it continued during the whole period to which thefe extracts 
from Barillon extend. We tranfcribe one of the laft parti- 
cular declarations contained in them to fhow this. He writes 
in thefe words to Louis XI Vth, in his letter of the 16th of 
July, 1685. 


“7 think myfelf well affured, that he has formed a regular 
plan for the eftablifhment of the Remith religion, which will be 
neither interrupted nor retarded, unlefs he be abfolutely unable to 
furmount the obftacles he fhall meet, and that he will apply him. 
felfevery day to effect his purpofe ; in this he fees that he can 
expect aid from your Majetty only.’’ ? 


_ It appears therefore that the intereft of the Roman church 
in this kingdom was the firft objeét at his acceffion, and the 
firft for which he then applied to Barillon to obtain his fo- 
vereign’s fupport : and the cenfure of Mr. Fox on thofe hif- 
torians who have fo confidered it, grounded as he afferts on 
thefe papers, is aétually refuted by the papers. 

Willing to give to his fecond great hiltorical difcovery, 
that the zeal of James for the Roman church had a degree 
of moderation never fufpeéted before, the weight it could de- 
rive from every confideration, Mr. F. attempts to pfove it b 
an hiftorical deduétion from the {pirit and charaéter of his ad- 
miniltration in Scotland, whither he was fent by his brother as 
his commillioner. No meafure, he contends, was introduced 
by him to fupport Ramanifm there, or to prepare the way 
for its further extenfion.~ If he had afted quite indepen. 

Q 4 dently, 
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dently, the confequence drawn by Mr. Fox might have had 
fome weight, though it would not have been conclufive. But 
in oppofition to this it muff be ebferved, that the tendency 
of the firft beginnings of fucha fyftem would have been in. 
ftantly underftood by Charles the Id, and reftrained ; for if 
periiiled in, it might have expofed him to the evident danger . 
Of being fent upon his travels a fecond time: a hazard, 
which when James was urging fome very intemperate mea. 
fure upon him, he told him he was determined to avoid: 
and the argument to fhow what fyftem a fovereign would 
aft upon when on the throne, from the reftrained meafures 
he had been obliged to follow as a vice-roy, flriéily limnted 
by inftruétions, is not one which the logicians will admit as 
legitimate ; they will place it in the oppofite lift. 

But Mr. Fox conclu les his feries of proofs of the indif. 
ference of fames in the papal caufe, by a charge that he could 
even att in hoflility to it, when he had a hope to-augment the 
year thereby. All his meafures againft the fe€taries in 

cotland, Mr. Fox fays, tended only to ftrengthen the An. 
glican church there eftablifhed ; “* and what general,” he then 
demands, * would put himfelf to great cofl and pains to fur- 
nilh with ammunition, and to ftrengthen with fortifications, 
a place of which he was a€tually meditating the attack,” If 
Mr. Fox had duly examined Barillon, he would have {pared 
himfelf the wines o! afking this queftion, and us that of re- 
plying to it. We have here, and on the authority of the fame 
papers, to give another inftance of the grofs errors into which 
the fanguine and precipitate confidence of that unhappy 
prince ied him; but of this, unlike the former, he was ioon 
cured by experience. In the beginning of his reign, Banil- 
rillon informs us, ‘* hig plan to obtain liberty of confcience 
for ‘he members of the church of Rome, was by the fuccour 
and aflillance of the epifcopal party, which he regards as the 
royal party *;’’ and where that of the Romanifts was fo fee- 
ble as it was in Scotland, his care for the interefts of that 
church muit have called upon him to fortify as much a 
poflible that of its prefumed allies: by their affiftance he 
might expe to carry the toleration a& in Scotland like- 
wile; when by what he efteemed its sltimate and infallible 
Operation, the garrifon would voluntarily deliver up this um: 
portant fortrefs to him, with all the flores he had been at the 
charge of flinging into it, re highs : 


a 





® Letter, Feb. 26, 1685. 
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But it is on an authority much more divett, that weare able 
to give an account of the alterations which James had dever- 
mined to iatroduce imto the crvil and religious conftitation 
of this country. It was contaiued in the plan for the go. 
vernment of shefe kingdoms tn cafe of his vettoration, menti- 
ened before, and written during his retirement in France ; 
of the contents of which important paper we fhall [peak trom 
the analyfis of im our paffeflion. In this he avowed all 
the higher principles of monarchical power ; and in terms now 
mitig sted, but flronger and more full than he had ufed at his 
accelhon. The powers theretore, which he there flates as ne- 
ceffary for the Sovereign to be invefted with, are at feaft as 
ample as thoie he might have purpofed to obtain for himfelf, 
if he had been able, at the beginning of his reign ®, 

The parcculars of thts plan form themiclves inte three 
diflintt divifions; the firlt, relating to the church; the fe. 
cond, tothe augmentation of the royal authority ; and the laf, 
to an intended formation ofa miniftry : but tins {hows much 
of James’s purpofed {pirit of adminiftration. 

What we have on the firft head is entirely confined to the 
toleration. James was or thought himielf a friend to it 
* Our Saviour,” fays he, “ whipt a gang of thieves oat of 
the temple, but I never heord that he whipped any m;" 
this, if it foow that vulgar frength of wit which be poljeffed on 





Se 


* Of. the MS. we have before given an account; fomethi 
fouft be fhid on the analyfis, and the mode in which it was formed. 
About the year 1777, the writer of this article obtained the fight 
ef this plan; it was a copy, but verified according to oar abio- 
lute and clear memory, by the fubfeription of King James’s 
Queen: it was very fhort, and the fubject appearing to be 
of great curiofity, and capable of cafting many lights on his 
principles, and the objeéts James meant to purfue, that fhortnefs 
determined him to bring away the complete(t account of the whole 
in his power: and, after having read it over repeatedly, while 
the whole contentswere recent in his memory, ‘he haitened te 
the houfe of public reception neareft the college, when he wrote 
down an analyfis of it with fhort political remarks on many par- 
ticulars, This may perhaps be the only memorial of the con- 
tents of the MS which now exifts. It fhall therefore be trani- 
cribed heré, with no alterations except the change of place of 
two capital articles, and fuch corrections as are neceflary to fit 
the original for the prefs.. Any additional and new remarks on 
it, for fome fiach mult be fuggefted by the fubject before us, 
Shall be in italics. 

fome 
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fome oecafions, points out the moft illiberal {corn of every Chriftian 
church but bisown. And the evidence this feems to give, that 
James bad embraced the principles of toleration, is ftrengthened 
by a letter of Barillon*. A traét having been publifhed at the 

eginning of his reign, ‘* under the name of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, on a general liberty of confcience ; the king at fir/t could | 
not reftrain himfelf from extolling it, but he afterwards /poke of 
it. as deferving no confideration.” Policy feems at the time to have 
diftated this variation to him. 


‘© If a toleration were to be eftablifhed, he confidered it as 
certain, that in time the people muft be won over to the true reli- 
gion: but he regarded the proteftants as too enlightened to put 
themfelves into that fituation, without a force which could 
oblige them to it.’’ 

‘© He expreffes himfelf with fome regard to the privileges of 
the fubjeét : but lays it down that the king fhould be always in 
fach a ftate that they fhould look up to him with obligation for 
not violating them.’’ 


This evidently expreffes his opinion, that the phyfical flrength 
of the crown fhould exceed that of the nobility and commons taken 
conjointly; he defcribes here a fhare of fuperisrity and power: 
with which as aking he fhould be fully fatished ; but a fovereign 
invefled with it without further increafe is not abfolute: though 
ahbjolute authority would thus have been placed too nearly within 
his reach. Yet this defire, unconflitutional as it was, falls ex- 
tremely fhert of that which Mr. Fox declared ta be the mafter 
principle and main{pring of his plan of government, that of con- 
werting our modified monarchy ints a fimple defpatifm. 

The fame reprobation of the habeas corpus aét which we fee him 
exprefs in the papers of Bariilon, is repeated here: ** he looked 
upon it to be a plan of Shattefbury’s, when he was going 
to undertake fome very decifive mealures againft the king; 
to {creen himfelf trom the difcretionary power which he had 
until then exerted :” perhaps his conjecture is right; but many 
ufeful laws have originated from bad men, and on bad mi- 
trues. “* He confiders the aét as bad, both for the king and 
people ; as it obliges him to keep a large flanding army to 
give proper weight to his authority.” Jt is, however, to be 
objerved on this, that he did not include a large flanding army 
among bis inflrumenta regni. 





* Letter, May 21; 1685. 


The 
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The plan he here gave alfo for the formation of an ad- 
miniftration, in cafe he fhould be reftored, although not fo 
clofely conneéted with the fubjett of the fyftem attributed 
to hin by Mr. Fox, as fome of the preceding extraéts from 
this paper; yet in certain parts bears ftrongly upon it. An 
account of it therefore will be far from digreffive: and if 
there were no other reafon for it, the admiflion of it here 
would be expedient ; but a belief, that the analyfis of this 

lan, already fo far gone into, will be generally wifhed to 
” completed here, FR riher influences us to go on with it, as 
the remainder is very fhort. In the civil government, he 
affefts very much to mix the members of the reformed 
Churches with the Romanifts; but in fuch a manner :as to 
throw the whole effective power into the hands of the 
latter. 


‘ 

‘“ The Minifter of the Marine was to be a Proteftant: a 
high office of great oftenfible dignity; but having no influence 
by virtue of it in the internal adminiftration of government; the 
Secretary of War was to be a Komanift ; and of the Members of 
the Church of Rome the army was chiefly to be compofed. 

“ The obje€t of this isobvious. Some bodies of troops were 
to be of the Church of England ; fome of the Diffenters, ‘The 
Lord Chancellor was mot to be a lawyer! but a nobleman or 
Bithop ; the Privy Council was to confift of feven members, but 
their religious opinions are not afligned.”” 


The writer of thefe extraéts concludes, but with lefs 
certainty, that his recolle&tion led him at the time to believe, 
that fome Diffenters were to be admitted into this adminif. 
tration. It certainly was not a mafter-piece ach Ny oe and 
by what bond of union fuch a government could be held to- 
gether, it would be difficult to imagine. 

We bhall now difmifs this fubjeét, to fele€&t a few political 
aphorif{ms and opinions of Mr. Fox. 

1. ** The execution of Charles the Firfl was a far lefs 
violent a€t, than that of Lord Strafford.”’ P. 13. ' 

2, Comparing the modes of murdering depofed kings, he 
lays, ‘* there can be little doubt, but that adopted by Crome 
well and his adherents is the leaft difhonourable.”’ P. 14. 

3. The lawfulnefs of the aflaffination of tyrants, meant 
to be honoured by the Greeks with the name of tyrannicide, 
refts partly on the faét that cafes may exift, in which the office 
ol the {word of juitice may be undertaken by another; ‘* if they 
have exifled,” he fays, ** they have been in inftances where 
trial has been wholly out of the queftion, as in that of Cafar 
and other tyrants,” p. 10; he half meets the point of af- 
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faffinations of this defcription being juftifiable; but with 
an evident bias to the affirmative. An opinion of his, pro 
bably formed, or at leaft firft avowed, after his vifit to Paris 
inthe haft peace, and his very honoutable and diftiuguithed 
reception at the Thuilleries. 


4. ‘* A reftoration is ufually the moft dangerous and work. 
of ali revolutions, p. 8. 

5. ** How weak, how pernicious the maxim, that meas 
fures, not men, are to be attended to, p.22.’’ The pros 

fition im .the unlimited fenfe of the terms, in which Mr 
Fox has put them, does not follow from the antecedent ar 
gument. 

This fele€tion of principles and maxims is taken from 
a few of the firft pages of the firft chapter; but common 
equity obliges us to add one more, differing in fpirit from 
thefe. Mr. Fox ftrongly doubts the propriety of the 
Houfe of Commons railing an armed force, to redrefs the. 
violations, or enforce ameliorations, Of the Conttitution; 
having certain cafes of this kind in contemplation, future as 
to the time of which he was writing, he afks, ‘* will it com 
tent itfelf with its regular fhare of legiflative power, and 
its great influence with the Peers and the executive power} 
or will it boldly (perhaps rafhly) pretend to a power cottl- 
amenf{urate with the natural rights of the reprefentative of the 
people ?”’ He inclines therefore to condemn all arming of 
the people by the authority of the Commons, affuming it as 
highly probable, that on their final viétory, their General, 
will eftablith what form of government he pleafes. 

The modern apologifls of the Stuarts are always mene 
tioned by Mr. Fox with unqualified difapprobation; Mr. 
Hume excepted; but he reprobates Sir Jotin Dalrymple in 
terms, which it will be prefently feen, he had far better 
have fpared. He contends, that the veracity of the dying 
declarations of Rumbold, a perfon well known from the 
hiltory of the Rye-houfe plot, is ftrongly conneéted with the 
character of thofe two almoft revered political martyrs, Sidney 
and Ruffel ; and that it thence becomes an effential point 
~with him, that the authenticity of thefe declarations fhould 
be eftablithed. Dalrymple, as we aré informed by this hif- 
torian, makes the unhappy fufferer, Rambeld, at the time 
of his death, add to his formher crimes the atrocity of de- 
elaring a falfehood at that awful moment; and this, he gs 
¥s introduced by an affefted cenfure upon Gevernment, {or 


the purpofe of calumniating the perfons accufed of being 
conceraed m the Rye-houfe plot; and the defire éf black- 
: cuing 
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ening a perfon, whofe name is not uncenne&ed with that of 
Sidney and Ruffel *. 

Mr. Fox intorms ‘us, that on hearing his fentence, Rum- 
bold made.a declaration, confifling of two points; thefirft a 
firm proteft of his innocence with refpect to the intended 
affaffination impuied to him; the fecoud, a denial, that be 
was an enemy to monarchy; aficming gn the contrary, that 
he confidered it, when properly lamued, as the moft eligible 
form of governmentt. While Dalrymple attacks his veras 
city on the firft point, Mr. Fox, in dyawing a character of 
Rumbold, 1s equally hoftile to the. fecond part of his de. 
claration, and a document, which he further produces, is 
much more fo. In the charagter which he gives of him, 
prior to the account of his death, he fays, ‘* that he wag in 
vo wile bigotted to the, particular form of a common- 
wealtht.” The principles which a man can be faid not to 
be bigotted to, are.thole, neveithelefs, which he helds in 
preference to all others, although he be not difpafed te 
make every facrifice to them; and it isa falfehood in fuch 
aman to have declared at bis death, that ‘* he thought a 
monarchy, properly limited, the moft eligible form of govern- 
ment ;”’ but froman extratttromaMsS. of Lord Fountainhall’s, 
to which Mr. F. appeals. as of the higheft authonaty,, with 
regard ta the declarations ef Rumbold, we fee that he was 
led into an error in faying, that he was mot a bigoted come: 
nonwealth’s-man. We are there informed, that ‘* his 
rooted and iagrained opimon was for a republic agaiul mor 
narchy ; co pull down which he thought a duty, and ne, fin.’” 
lt Dalrymple bas failed in. his attempt to prove, that the 
firft part of Rumbold’s declaration was a talfehood; fill, 
Mr. Fox’s declared opinien op the fecond, and the fullew 
authoruy of the papers of Lord F., which be cites with 
great approbation, continue to blacken that name, elthough, 
not unconneéted with thofe of Sidney and Ruflel.. The 
falfehood of thefecond part of his dying declaration-iuya- 
lidates belides: the weight of the firit, affirming bie, inne- 
cency in the aflafination plot, Aer this variawon ol, Mr, 
Fox, in his account of this ian, from lumfelf and his, authe- 
nities, it would be fomewhat gratuitous fully to admau, with- 
out an invelligation, which we do.ngt mean to vudertake, thas 
he has been more ‘fuccedsful in his cxanuuation ef the dex 
Gument and refuqations of the argaments addyced, by Dal- 


a 


* é jin 
i 





* Hig, P> 2193 200s ; +. Ib. 216, Bl 4ei «4; $1b..274 
xympie,; 



















































222 Mr. Fox’s Hiftory of James the Second. 


mple, to fhow that Rumbold was involved in the trea. 

n which he denied at his execution. 

We hall conclude with a few general obfervations on the 
Spirit of the prefent writer, and of this Fragment as a part 
of an intended whole. Either his fanguine temperament, or 
a defire of originality under no due controul, has led this fa- 
mous partizan to extremes in a multiplicity of points, 
This is fufhciently evidenced by the pofitions which we 
have examined, and the {maller colleétion of political maxims 
which we have thrown together. 

Of his intended work we have three finifhed chapters ot 
feftions : the firft is the introdu€tion ; the form, and ne. 
_eeffary contents of which, are fully indicated in the title. 

The fecond chapter begins with the acceffion of James, 
and is the real commencement of the Hiftory. It gives 
the profpeét of things at the beginning of his reign, and the 
diffipation of thofe clouds, which at firft feemed to hover 
over it; and his obtaining a parliamentary grant for. life, 
of the whole revenue fettled on his brother. In the third 
chapter we have his victory over two rebellions, and the 
capture and execution of their chief. 

The place for the details of the greater divifion of this 
matter, is abfolutely determined by this diftribution, yet 
with ref{peé to this fundamental law of order in compofition, 
the writer has committed an error of great magnitude. The 
fuller account of what is here ftated to be the tyrannical op- 
— of certain diftriéts in Scotland, under Charles Id. 

elongs properly to the introduction. It is however only 
flightly mentioned there, where the omiffion is fenfibly felt; 
as it would have formed a great and conftituent part of that 
chapter. But as it flands, it is an enormous digreffion, occu» 
pying fourteen pages in the middle of the fecond chapter, 
and mixed with a feries ef events which did not take place 
till forme years after it. ; 

- We have only one more generalremark to make. The 
laws for the compofition of hiftory, like that of all other 
compofitions, require that the magnitude of-every part, oF 
rather the length at which any event is confidered, fhould be 
proportioned as nearly as may be to its weight and import 
ance, as a part of awhole. Mr. Fox, where he enters into the 
laft {cenes of the lives of thofe who fuffered for rebellion 
under James, exceeds in length what could be allowed to 
the clofe of an hiftorical eulogy; and equals, or rather 
“te beyond that, which could be admitted in a piece of 

ography on the a fcale; where a fingle life is a whole 
and confiderable work ; and its end, if rensarkable, its 
great divifion. The objeét of all this diffufion is to a 
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mend to our affections the memory of thefe men; and affe€tion, 
we know, will make men look on many crimes in its objec 
as the refult of fine qualities, and political crimes ultimately 
as virtues. In cafes in which there are no materials to 
work up, or force into fuch artful eulogies, accounts foli- 
citoufly particularized, may introduce apparent ‘but falfe 
occafions, to place the conduét and memory of thofe who 
condemned the aéts of thefe political martyrs, in lights both 
odious and ridiculous. Thus in Mr. Fox’s account of the 
execution of Monmouth, and what immediately preceded 
it; he gives no lefs than fix pages to what paffed, on the fub. 
ject of the confeflion of fins by criminals before execution, 
between him and the Bifhops who were fent to attend him. 
The Duke vould not be prevailed upon by them to ‘admit his 
rebellion, and fubfequent ufurpation, to have been any thing 
more than invafion only; nor that his conneétion with Lady 
Harriet Wentworth, during the life of his Dutchefs, was the 
crime of adultery. No confeffion that he could make, of which 
thefe two crimes did not form parts, could be received by them 
as fuch according to the rubric ; the cenfure of Mr. Fox ought 
therefore to have been direéted againft the rubric itfelf; not 
again{t men, who fimply obeyed the direétions of the Church 
in which they occupied high flations, and were therefore par- 
ticularly pledged to obferve them; yet for this obedience he 
purfues them with the full force of his ridicule, and the 
chargeof avulgar, coarfe, and perfeveringly obtrufive bigotry. 
Some of their arguments, indeed, the Bifhops founded on 
topics then of great weight, but which have fince fallen 
into lefs confideration, But it is in terms proceeding from a 
{pirit of the moft morofe and illiberal bigotry, that Mr. F. 
every where feduloufly exprefles himfelf againft Churchmen 
and the Church. Infidelity has its bigotry as well as fu- 
peritition, and is as rabid and as relentlefs. 

In the account of the behaviour of Argyle, from his being 
brought prifoner to Edinburgh to his death; the difpro- 
portion between the importance ot the fubjeét to the general 
hiftory and its length is fo great, that it has, we'believe, no 
parallel. This highly painted eulogium is divided into two 
at the firft ending at the coming down of the order for 

wexecution. If all the great qualities attributed to him 
here were real, the hiftory might, in general terms, have 
applauded his magnanimity, his mildnefs, his refignation to 
divine Providence, the candour with which he regarded the 
errors and perverfe oppofition of his friends, which brought 
On his deteat ; the mild equanimity with which he bore the 
threatening of being put to the torture; the er 
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his.enemies, and the fentiments of kimdnefs with which he 
recaved a mitigation of the rigours, and reftrainis of his 
firit confinement; and iat m:ght have recorded with praile 
his truft in providence, thet his. country would at laf be 
delivered from her calamities, although he had not been 
worthy w be the inilrument feletted by Providence to 
effet ut. This alone would be a long enumeration of hig 
qualit«s and virtues tobe adimitted m genuine hiflory ; but 
what {ball we fay, when al] of thee points are made in a mans 
ner feparate heads, for the hiftorian to dilate upon, and fo ex- 
panied that they occupy nine pages in quarto. 

The hiflory again returns to Argyle, and nine pages more 
are occupied with the events of the day of his execution, 
Mr. Fox relates here a very fingwlar anecdote; that after his 
dinner he retired to fleep, as wes | is cuftom, and flept with 
the greateft ferenity : that a member of the council mfifled 
on {peaking to him, but feeing him in that happy repole, 
was flvuck with remorfe and horror on the part he had taken. 
againit bim; the firft flrange effleéts of which are here re- 
lated. As the name of the member of the council is not 
mentioned, Mr. Fox admits, that doubt may be entertained 
upon the truth of this; we obferve likewife, that Woodrow 
does not pame his authority, which makes i greatly more 
doubtful. But an anonymous anecdote lofes much of its au- 
thority if the principal circumftance it contains pollefs a 

etucal nature: and one containing two fuch, has no credi- 
ae a all, We know that hiflory has fugmifhed the drama 
with fome of its moft beautiful events and fentements; noe 
can we wander if the laiter be fometimes defirous of fhowing 
her gratitude, by lending fentiments and events to gs 
for ber occafional decoration. We therefore are not di 
poled to give zn earlier ofigin to this arrecdote than the yeas 
of the publication of the wagedy. of Cato. The tranquil 
flamber of the Roman feems borrowed to adorn the cha 
ratter of the Scouifh hero; but here the maker of anecdotes 
bas thown hew far he can improve in effeét’on the dramatic 
pert: The tranquillity of the flambers of the two Cates, the 

scorch and the Roman, was equal; but the appearance 
that of ware was heightened by the flrongeft poffible con- 
tralt, the horror and agony of the confcience.itricken 
member of the counal. Mr, Fox bas fome very fine 
reflections on this contraft, | 
In thefe firiéfures on Me. Fox the writer, we have never 
fuflered our opinion of My. Fox the flatefman to.appea®s 
nor has his letter charaéter beea mentally adverted. to, while 
any one of them wasunder confideratian. Qi thele a 
oil, 
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fons, if there be any fuch, to whom a condemnation of his hif- 
tory, merely becaufe it was his, would be matter of gratification, 
little thall we efteem ourfelves honoured by the commenda- 
tion. Wt is not to furnifh food to fuch paffions that this 
account is given. The admirers of Mr. Fox are numerous, 
as is that divifion of them, who firmly believe that eveiy 
thing, which was the produét of his pen, muft have been a 
faultlefs mode] of excellence in its kind. Thefe, in their 
aftivity to fupport his principles, far exceed the utmoft 
energy their opponents have ever exercifed againft them: 
they are every where heard, they are found in every circle, 

and by their zeal have eftablifhed an afcendency in many, 

and a ftrong influence in almoft all with whom they mix. 

Thofe of this defcription, into whofe hands thefe papers 

fhall fall, be they few or many, will condemn them with 

unweighed and unqualified difapprobation ; in our itriétures 

on this fragment of hiftory, we have done our duty to the 

public, tad no more; our duty to ourfelves will require, 

that we pafs by all fuch condemnation, be it more or lefs 

general, with all the appearance of inattention, and with as 

much of the reality as poffible. 

We have not yet given our opinion of the genius of My. 
Fox for this fpecies of compofition, If age had moderated 
that fanguine temperament, which made him hunt after 
extremes in faét and in, principles; if he had acquired. the 
oan to reétify his opinions, by correcting them by 
is documents, feduloufly and conftantly keeping his eye 
in them, there is enough in this work to fhow, that he 

ght have become a fine hiftorian ; the faults we have ine, 
llanced in his compofition, the wrong placing of fome 
parts of his hiftory, and the great «it{proportion of others, 
being only offences againft the mechanical laws of compo. 
fition, and as {uch eatily avoided, 
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_ terefting volume ; from the general publication of which, he 
‘might with confidenee have expefted additional celebrity, — 
This coftly work has been diflributed jn prefents only; and 
its typographical fplendor, and the beauty of its numerous 
habe are not unworthy of the erudition and _ingenui 


di 


layed in its compofition. Of this performance we 


endeavour to give as accurate an idea as the diverfified nature 


of its fubjeét, and our own limits, will admit; and we traf 
that our readers, knowing the rarity and value of Mr. Chrif. 
tie’s Difquifition, will regard our attempt as a proot of atten. 
tion to their information and entertainment: a mere outline 
‘is all that our pages can afford; but we prize even fkeiches 
from the painting of a mafler, when we confider how few ca 
‘hope to view the original. 
Although it may feem incongruous that a work on Etraf. 
‘can Vafes fhould be opened with Remarks on a Chinele 
Game; yet every appearance of inconfiftency will be effaced 
when we duly reflect on the various minute links forming 
that chain of faéts, by which this learned author conneéts the 
two extremes of his refearches. 
A reprefentation of that board on which the Greeks 

‘their game, called Merlsig, was difcovered by Mr.C. ina 
Chinefe book : the invention of this Greek game he aferibes 
to the Idzi Daéftyli, who in his opinion, (p. 6), applied it 
the purpofes of aftronomy.—They were, as he believes, 
priefts of Cybele, or the Phrygian goddefs; and although 
their number varied, were the fame originally as the Curetes 
or Cabiri: and thele Cabiri appear to have been at Sirk, 
» fays he, , 


‘« a€tual. perfons, who wére revived and reprefented in a faceel- 
fion of prieits, their defeendants. Hefychius tells us, they wert 
fons of Sochus (Zwx%s) ; and although fome doubt may be enter 
tained whether this word be an epithet of Hermes, yet I ft 
hefitate to confider it another name for Dionyfius, particularly # 
Father Giorgi has noticed, upon the authority of Clemens, tht 
Diony fius was alfo called "Aposdos § the vine.’ wyis, fays HOY: 
chius, is a fpecies of vine; and Lwydc, he informs us, Was 
father of the Curetes: now Dionyfius (the Deo-Nauth of 
Hindus) is no other than Noah, It follows that the 

‘Coretes, or Cabiri *, were Japhet, Shem, and Ham}; who, it my 
she readily believed, after the 57 Boor of the patriarch, 
probably betook himfelf to China), were the depofitaries the 


aa 


“* The founder of every primitive people was affimilated 
5 hence the feven fons of Mifr were termed Cabiri by 
Egypjians, 
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Yearning and f{cience of the Antediluvians, Whatever myfteries 
were devifed by their defcendants muft have been defigned to keep 
alive fuch knowledge by oral difcourfe, if not by Scenic exhibi- 
tion; and this at a time when wiiting, if it were known, yet 


éannot be fuppofed to have been very generally prattifed.”” P. 13. 


The Cabiric Myfteries were preferved by the priefts of 
Ceres, at Eleufis; and as she internal g@conomy of thefe 
exhibitions, : 


‘thas never yet been properly invettigated, (fays Mr.Chriftie), 
and as they gave rife to that elegant clafs of ancient veffels, 
which I ultimately defign for the fubje&t of this Difquifition; I 
will proceed, as far as my obfervation has enabled me to develope 
the nature of them; but, I truft, the foregoing conjectures, 
though loofely propofed, will not be thought impertinent to my 

ral plan; they concern thofe Cabiri who laid the foundation 
the myfteries of Eleufis ; and from a coincidence, that will be 


_ noticed, we fhall perhaps have reafon to cgnclude, that their fuc- 


eeffors imparted to Gregce and China both their myfteries and 
games.” P, 16, 


Having noticed the opinions of many ingenious antiqua- 
ries, fuch as Pafferi, D’Hancarville, and Italinfki, on the 
fubje€t of Etrufcan Vafes ; and of other writers on the Eleu- 
finian Myfteries, the author quotes fume paffages from the 
Baron de St. Croix, who, aided by the learned Meurfius, has 
difcovered the time when thefe extraordinary {pe€acles were 
exhibited: he has enumerated the priefts, and alligned to 
each his proper office and attire; he has prepared the necel- 
lary decorations of the great temple, or theatre, with. its arti- 
ficial thunder and lightning, and has given us a glimpfe at the 
nye, who, having been introduced amuid{t darkneis, waited 
with trembling expeéfation for the opening of the myfteries. 
Here, according to ancient authorities, the candidates for ini- 
tiation heard different voices; their fenles were affeéted by 
akernate gloom, and light: fcarcely could they contemplate 
the multiplicity of objeéis, among which the principal were 
certain phantoms, in countenance somewhat relembling dogs, 
and other monftrous forms, appearing terrible amidit flathes of 
lightning and peals of thunder. Hence procteded thofe 

danings, frizhts, and paroxy{ms of terror, which induced 

lutarch to compare the ftate of an initiated perfon with that 
of one in the afonies of death. Then appeared the ftatue of 
Ceres, refplendent with a celeftial brilliancy, produced by the 
fkilful management of light, refle€ted probably, as Mr C 
conjectures, irom mirrors, At this moment the fan€tuary of 
Eleulis was Glled with the divinity, and darknefs vanithed; 
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the Toul efcaped from an aby{s of terror, anxiety and EXPE 
tation, and paffed from obicurity the molt profound, toa fof 
and foothing light beneath a placid {ky. Fields in which 
were heard facred hymns and difcourfes, and where holy phan, 
toms pailed. before the view, were then thrown open to the 
initiated, who, after this vifion, was declared ‘Eméiales, of 
Spectator.— 


«*« Thefe fhadows flitting acrofs the ftage, the monfters half mag 
half beaft, the brilliant appearance of the goddefs illumined by 
reflected lights, the holy phantoms which fucceeded, induce ime 
{fays this author) to think thar the fpe€tacle could not have dif. 
fered much fram the well known omdres Chinaifes; or, dare] 
name a truly noble exhibition, I would add the Eideuranio of 
our fcientific countryman Mr. Walker, fince it is highly probable 
that it confifted of various fubjects difplayed in tranfparency.— 
‘This appears confirmed, by what Clemens of Alexandria has af. 
ferted of them when he termed the myfteries, ‘ worthy of nightly 
celebration, by exhibitions of fire-light, and admirably fuited for 
the f{pirited, but vain and foolith-minded pofterity of Ere¢theus.’ 
Alia wis oueNYKTOE ra TsAiouata, nab TYPQE xal red PEyAANTO 
padroy ey erase Deoras E ex deiday Syysovs’ Although by Nighiget 
Fire, this father Hkewite meant to exprefs the fhamefulnefs of thele 
fhews, and the execration in which he held them.’”’ P. 22. 


Piiny’s tradition, refpeéting the origin of Etrufcan Vales, 
the asheoe is inclined to confider fabulous; and he would 
trace the fubjefis which they preferve, to the fhows exhibited 
on the Eleufinian theatre; of which the fcenes may have 
confiited either of a dark furface with tranfparent figures, oF 
of opake figures moved behind a tranf{parent canvas. Scenes 
of the former defcription would probably furnith fubjeéts tor 
the Exrufcan Vafes exhibiting red figures on a black ground, 
and the vafes of early workmanfhip containing black figures 
on a red may, perhaps, owe their origin to the tranfparent 
eanvas with opake figures. 

Among the natives of a country very diflant from Greece, 
this ingenious author difcovers correfpondent marks of antt- 
quity. During the Chinefe feftival, culled the Exhibition of 
Lamps, (when the manes are {uppofed to revifit this earth), 
the vale in a tr nfparent flate, and ornamented with pai 
figures moving upon the fide, is occafionally fhown with 
much folemnity. OF this ceremony, and of the Eleufmiaa 
my tleries, Mr. C. imagines the urpofe to have been the 
fame, and that both were equally Jef ned to enforce the doc- 
trinc of a future flate, and of the foul’s immortality, * by # 
ingenious and pleafing medium of moving tran{parencie® 


P. 25, 
That 
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That initiation before death was confidered the duty of 
every good Greek, this author infers froth a paffage in 
Atitlophanes : and as tlie vafes above-mentioned «re only 
found in the moft ancient tombs, he thinks it probable that 
they were depofited as 7 offere, or marks that the deceafed 
had been initiated, and that they commemorate the particular 
feene of which he had been a Spe&ator, or Exealns. On the 
vales of Nola we find the word KAAQC, or KAACC, in tranf- 
parent characters: this, fays Mr. Chiutie, was probably the 
certificate of initiation—thus, 

“ KAINIAC KAAQC fe, itedtotecs,. §Clinias died in the good 
hope,’—upon one of this defeription in the poffefion ct Samael 
Rogers, Efq., KAITAPXOC KAAOE, in opague Tetiors upon the 
Agrigentine vafe of Thomas Hope, Efq., KAAE AOKi« °, d 
clared of a female, upon a vafe cited by the Abbe Zarilic in his 
Two Letters to Mr, Millin, wherein the Abbe proves, with con. 
fiderable neatnefs of remark. as well as erudition, that doxsi doc: 
not fo much imply ‘yeu appecrs’ as ‘you appear tx the jadgment of,’ 
o~-© pou are confide red,’——which gives freth colour to my explana. 
tion of the words infcribed ; that the perfor’ had been approved 
by the initiator, and by him pronounced perfect.’’ P. 26. 


. 


By this mode of interpretation, the character of Phidias 
will be refcued from the fcandal which an anecdote, related 
by Clemens, has long attached to it, and which would induce 
us to believe, that by infcribing two words on the finger of 
his Olympian Jupiter, that flatuary defigned to celebrate the 
beauty of a favourite,— 


** I rather apprehend,’’ Jays the author, ‘‘ that, proud of his 
performance, Phidias gave the challenge to criticifm, by declaring 
in the language of Eleufis, IANTAPXHE KAAOS, that his figure 
of the all-fufhcient Deity was a perfec? work.’’ P. 26, nore. 


Of the vafe and painting on it, this author believes, that by 
the former was reprefented the perfon, and by the latter hia 
religious opinion. A very ftrong paflage trom Plutarch (in 
his tra€t on Ifis and Ofiris) is quoted in page 27, as alluding to 
the probable origin of Scenic fhews, and the cultoin of ce- 
politing vafes in tombs. 

_ Mr. Chriftie now prefents to his readers a feries of cn- 
gravings from ancient gems and vafes, the allegorical deigre 
of which he explains in the fubfequent pages. The firlt of 
the fe plates reprefents a female tumbler, whole scad oeng 
downwards, her body is fo. poifed that. it 1s lup porte tL by her 
hands only, which are placed flut wpon the iivor, and the 


arms are fo little bent that they (eem to pertorm the ofthese ot 
~~ m _—_ 





® 66 As if for KAAH AOKEIC.” 
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legs. By the inclination however of her body, the appears 
to be on the point of completing a rotation: and in this 
figure Mr.C., finds an allufion to the revolutions of nature. 


“ The viciffitude of decay, and reproduftion to which, ac. 
cording to the notions of the ancients, nature was fubject in per- 
petual revolution, is exprefled by a female figure tumbling ; the 
order of nature is for a moment inverted, but by an effort of the 


limbs the body appears on the point of being returned to its proper 
attitude.’ P. 31. 


The fecond engraving reprefents the Phanes, or Bacchus 
carried, ad inferos, in the form of a vafe ; and the third (from 
a beautiful gem) exhibits the intant Diofcurus hooded, and 
bearing the Bacchus, under the form of a lantern, to the 
lower regions. In the fourth plate we find the Diofcurus, 
who, as an emaciated old mun, conduéts the Phanes, or Bac- 
chus, over the Styx. Purfuing the fubjeé, we difcover 
Bacchus (in the filth plate) defcribed as an Amphora, com- 
pieting his voyage to the cavern of Hades, where Cerberus 
yarking, announces his apprvach. The fixth engraving repre- 
fents Bacchus as a lantern, in inferis, the nearly extinguilhed 
Phanes being held by a fkeleton. And in the feventh we 
behold the return of Bacchus, expreffed by a winged genius, 
wafted along upon an amphora, by means of a hoifted fail. 


Having at length traced this changeable deity through his 
various p Era and their myftic revolutions, the author 
(in Plate VIII) brings the vafe ab inferis to the upper hemt- 
iphere. Bacchus once more, as a vafe or amphora, ts cat 
ried on the fhoulders of a mafculine figure, reprefenting the 
generative powcr, charatterized by Priapeid ears and horns, 
and thus emerges from the marfhy borders of the river Styx. 

Having enjoyed this hafty glimpfe of this author’s fcenery, 
we fhall pals on to his comparifon of Eaftern illuminations, 
with the Eleufinian fhews.— 


*€ The cuftom of illuminating with torches or lamps at certain 
times of the year, has been common in many parts of the Eaft. 
It obtained in Aigypt and Pheenicia, in eA pti it was 
defigned for a religious ceremony. It likewife conftituted a pat 
ticular feftival art Athens, the Lampadophoria, which were cele. 
brated in honour of Minerva, Prometheus, and Hephzftus. Thy 
confifted of a race, on foot or on borfeback, daring which the lamp 
or torch was puffed from youth to youth, and if in the hand 
any one who rc:ived it, the flame of it were extinguifhed, fuch 
a one loft his privilege of partaking in the fport. _Lucretis 
affures us, that this torch denoted the jamp of Lit, ‘Et quafi cut- 


fores vitai lampada tradunt.’ 1.2, v.78. And we may 
that the pailing of it from hand to hand denoted the tranfitions 
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the atlimating principle through the circle of various bodies, aca 
cording to the dottrine of the Metempfychofis.”” P. 38. 


Thefe remarks are illuftrated by a beautiful vignette; 

copied from an ancient bas-relief, which exhibits four naked 
outh$ runnitig towards a fepulchral monument, and the in. 

Ban Diofcuri behind them, ‘* one of whom inverts his torch 
to fignify that the competitors in this race are thrown out 
from the circle.” P. 39. 

The author proceeds to fhow, that during the illuminations 
in many parts of Afia, the extinguifhing of flame is confidered 
an evil omen, as in the Athenian feaft of lamps. He traces 
the origin and meaning of thofe illuminations fo frequent in 
the Eaft; as that in Hindoftan during the Dewali, foon after 
the autumnal equinox; the Mullaum in Bootan, and the 
Durga Poojah of the Hindus, where a gaudy [cene with de- 
corated figures, after a difplay of tinfelled finery, is commit- 
ted to the waters of the Ganges with due folemnity. This, 
perhaps, may furnifh a folution of the Eleufinian words 
 AAAAE MYETAI,”’ * To the Sea, O Myfte!” which gave 
name to a particular day of the myfteries. Similar ceremo- 
nies are practifed by the Chinefe, as appears in their Feaft 
of Lanterns.— 


“ The object of it,’? fays Mr. C., ‘has equally reference 
to the aftronomical defcent and return of the fun, and the applica. 
tion of this allegory to the refufcitation of the dead. have 
thhewn this (wpecwaigwy indeed) in my Eleufinian drama, but I now 
appeal to the difcernment of my reader, whether the ferious and 
inftructive moral inculcated by thefe tranfparent illuminations, 
were not of fimilar tendency in Greece and China.” P. 41. 


On the fubje& of vafes and their origin, Mr. Chriftie 
thinks it probable that the A.gyptians were firft acquainted 
with the potters wheel, which they ufed in turning their an- 
cient emblem of the Deity, the Canopus; and that this fug. 
gelled the conftruétion of Greek vales. The ninth Plate, 
taken from a Sicilian vafe, illuftrating the myfteries of the 
Idxi DaAtyli, is explained in page 48: and the tenth, alluding 
to the ‘harmonious arrangement of the univerfe by the 
Deity,” in p.51, et feq. 

Confiderable learning and much ingenuity are difplayed in 
the explanations of thofe ancient paintings, as of that repre- 
fented in the eleventh engraving, which exhibits 


** A male and female figure, both draped, ftanding between two 
armed warriors, upon the fhield of one of whom is emblazoned a 
dove, whilft a thigh, leg, and foot, are bent and comprifed by 

R 4 ' way 
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way of device, within the thield of the other. Thefe male and 
female figares are perfonifications of the double fex of Bacchus 
evn; ; the two armed attendants are his agents, the Diofcuri, 


The thield itfelf is a fymbol of the Deity : his creating power is 
typified by the dove, the well-known emblem of life, which 
feeks the upper part of the fphete, and the lower limbs of the 
human body, having allufion to the lower regions, denote the in. 
fluence of Bacchus alfO in inferis. ‘Thus the groupe expreffes the 
Bacchus in his feveral natures, as male and female, vivifyer and 
deftroyer.— 


$6 mmm Teds vag bdrm ict ta Mavis. 


Qnomacrk. Hymn X, 


“¢ For thefe are the members of Pan, or the integral deity.” 
P. S5e 


The temporary fufpenfion of Nature’s powers and theif 
refufcitation or refloration, by the interference of fome vivi- 
fying agent, is the fubjeét of various paintings on a very nus 
merous clafs of Etrufcan vafes. In feveral devices alluding 
to the inert ftate, this learned author difcovers a refemblance 
between the elements or attributes-of the A®gyptian Horus, 
the Grecian Bacchus, and the Indian Buddha, (p. 59), of 
this ftate the appropriate fymbols appear to be Heep, reft, a 
reclining attitude, and the embarra{lment of drapery ; naked 
igures generally expres retufcitation. 


The following paffage illuftrates the painting on a vafe (im 
the third volume of D’Hancarvile’s colleétion),— 


«* A naked male there approaches a tee, the trunk of which is 
embraced by .two ferpents, in the fame way as the mundane ¢eg 
is embraced by the Agathodamon. The three Hefperian apples 
hang above, and the naked male figure appears to be kept at bay 
by one of the ferpents which guard chem. A draped female ads 
vances upon the other fide, but upon that no fruit is to be fen. 
Thus fruitfulnefs and fterility, and the draped and the unembat« 
raffled ftates appear to be purpofely contrafted: to the right are 
Pan, with the globe, and Celmis. I confefs that I formerly 
found a difficulty in believing with Pafferiy that many Chaldean 
traditions had found their way among his Tufcan ancettors : but 
the more I view this plate, the more I am led to think that am 
obfcure notion of the objects of thefe traditions had been preferved 
in the Myfteries; nor can I refrain from adducing thofe memora- 
ble words in Genefis, chap. iii, ver. 2. ‘ Who told thee that thou 
walt waked? haft thou eaten of the tree whereof 1 co 
thee that thou fhouldeft not eat.’ P. 62. 


On this fubje& we fhall add a few lines from page 68, 
containing 
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containing a conjefture “ that the golden apples which were 
gathered amongft the vocal Mefperides, | 


© Moka re yeverees xv, wag ‘Bowigidur Aryude var, ° 


were to be fought, not according to the learned Gefner, among 
the orange groves of Portugal, but in the interior of Afia, from 
which, perhaps, they were imported with thofe Chaldea siracula 
which were admitted into the theology of the Greeks, at, I bes 
lieve, is fomewhere hinted by Mattianus Capella, Certain it is 
that on more than one vafe, publifhed in the colleétions of Paffeti 
and D’Hancarville, appears a ferpent entwined round a tree loaded 
with fuch fruit; and the apple is, aceordingly, a vivifying 
fymbol.’’ } 


_ Among the fymbols mentioned by Clemens Alexandrinus 
are the Teddwn, or ball of wool; which, according to Mr 
Chriftie (page 65), implies the thread of liie, not yet fpun. 
The pyramidal cake, and the knob, or bofs, were emblems 
of the fame import as flame and the phallus. Salt was fyme 
bolical of generation ; oil denoted'the principle of fecundity, 
and the ferpent is a well-knowri emblem. 

In their endeaveurs to embody and exprefs on vafes cere 
tain ideas, the ancients allegorically ufed // and angling, as 
appears from feveral interelting devices explained by this an¢ 
thor in pages 69, 70, &c. To the ready and exeeffive deo 
gree in which the fpecies of filh 1s propagated, its accep 
tation as a fymbol of refufcitation may probably be afcribed. 
Plutarch fays, that the priefis of Neptune at Meyara abflained 
from filh, ‘* becaufe they were the fymbol of bumid nature, 
from which: all things were -created.”’) Anaximander afs 
firmed, that men were originally generated in filb, (although 
not of the fame natures), and that when able to provide for 
themfelves ‘* they were then caft out, and they caught hold 
of dry land.”’ This tradition the prefent author (like Mr. 
Bryant) would refer to the deluge; ¢ 


** But,’’ fays hey p. 72, ‘* the Indian Vifhnu, the Preferver, ia 
fabled to have interfered in the form of a fifh, duringthe de. 
ruftion of the world by water. Thofe gentile dtvinities, which 
are reported to have heen perfonated by ‘figures ending in the 
form of a fith, were confequent)y reprefentations of the Deity in 
his generating or preferving capacity; and we may plainly dit 
cover, that it was. not merg@y from the expofition of the initial 
letters comprifed in the word IX@TE * that the ticle of The Fis 
was given to Ohrit,*s the Saviour or Preferver; by the early 
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converts to his church ; but it arofe from a laudable zeal in hiy 
followers, to reclaim the Pagans from their abfurd worthip, by 
fpeaking to them in a fymbolical and facred language, which 
they readily underftood.’’ 


Old age, implying bondage and inertion; and Wine,-as the 
invigorating principle, are found allegorically sane in ans 
uli 


cient paintings: thefe alfo frequently exhibit mufical inftru. 
ments; and Rhewric has furmifhed many elegant groupes, 
P. 75. 

We have now accompanied our learned Hierophant as 
myfte, or candidates for initiation, to the very adja of 
Fleufis: with anxious expeétation we behold him unlock the 
door; but he fuddenly turns from the naufeous fpeétacle 
which prefents itfelf to his view, and clofes the chamber, 
wherein, he declares, from every objeé& drips uncleannefs, . 


“© To fee,’’ exclaims our author, “the internal organization 


of Nature laid open,—(and-this merely to thew the tranfition - 


from fterility to facundity, and to prove that Nature is ever 
reproductive) might afford entertainment to the anatomift or the 
obetrical profeffor; but to an inquirer into the principles of 
Greek theology, it prefented nothing but horror and difguft.” 


P. 77. 


Mr. Chriftie now, for the firft time, applauds the fecreey 
obferved on the fubjeét of thofe myfteries, and he thinks that 
notwithftanding the laxity of morals in Greece, ‘ the priefls 
who adopted thefe grofs allufions in explaining their tenets, 
would {carcely have been honoured with general refpeét, but 
tor the confolatory promifes alfo held out by them to the 
initiated.” P. 78: 

Ot thefe noéturnal thows, one of the principal objects was 
to difplay nature, refufcitated by means chiefly of fome vivi- 
fying gift, fuppofed to have been firit impregnated in a man- 
ner which the delicacy of our author, for obvious realons,, 
does not allow him to explain. Of fuch impregnation the 
figns were certain luminous {pots, either difpofed ina circle, 
or expreffed upon a leaf or chaplet, a girdle or a fcarf. B 
an explanation of fome paintings on ancient vafes, Mr. C- 
luftrates his obfervations on this interefting fubjeé; and 
we are ferry that the limits of our work do not permit us (0 
follow him more clofely. 


In a chapter on Solftitial Fountains, he introduces a rare. 
coin, (from Pellerin), the reverfe of which exhibits “a lofty 


hallus, crofled by three horizontal lines, on one fide of 
which is a bell, and on the other a sheta in its ancient {quare 
rg hw form, 
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form, as the initial letter of Thefpia in Boeotia, where it is 
fujpofed the coin was itricken.” P. 86. 3 

At Thefpiz, according to Paufanias, the figure of Eras, or 
Love, was a white ftone; that is, fays our author, a phallus, 
or obelifk. Two obelifcal phalli of enormous height, as 
Lucian informs us, were erefted near the gate of the ancient 
temple at a in Syria, one of which a man afcended 
by means of a chain twice every year, and remained upon it 
feven days, drawing up the neceflary food, and praying to 
the found of a bell, which he rang from time to time.—By 
fome this cuftom is referred to the deluge, when all men 
fought fafety in the high places. On the coin above-men- 
tioned we perceive the phallus, the projecting fticks by which 
the man was affifted in climbing, and the bell. It appears 
alfo from a work of the learned De Sacy, that fimilar phalla 
were erefted before the temple of Heliopolis in Aigypt; 
thefe, alluding to the overflowings of the Nile, ‘* feem to 
have ferved as a national record of that greater flood which 
ry equally commemorated on the banks of the Euphrates.”” 

ee ‘ 

Mr.Chriftie is inclined to rank among the errors of Pafferi, 
that celebrated antiquary’s opinion, that the fquare windows 
reprefented on vafes were defigned to exprefs receptacles in 
the walls for images of the domeftic Lares. He dil- 
eovers alfo in thofe windows, as in the ladder which ‘is 
often found on ancient paintings, an allufion to the me- 
emplychofis and the higheft ftate of perfeétion. The in- 
genious hiftoriographer of India, Mr. Maurice, diretis our 
enquiries on the genuine fenfe of this allegory to Chaldea, 
“that grand theological fchool in which the metempfycholis 
was firft divulged, in which the fidereal ladder and gates were 
Arit ere€ted :’’ by the ladder with its fteps, is denoted the 
metemmpfychofis with its different ftages, the higheft or moft 
perfeét of which is reprefented by the window. P.91. The 
cuftoms of manj oriental nations, fuch as Siam, Ava, and 
Bootan, are adduced in corroboration of this explantion. 

In his remarks on the extinétion of heathen rites in Greece 
and Italy, Mr. Chriftie endeavours to prove that the Eleufi- 
nian myfteries were inadequate to the object yar in 
them.—His reflections on this fubjeft occupy the conclud- 
wig chapter, of which we thall tran{cribe the laft pages as a 
{pecimen of the author’s ftyle and manner. 


It feems ag though a veil had been kindly drawn by Provi. 
dence for ages patt over the difgufting errors of Paganifm, which 
having anfwered its parpofe, may now, perhaps, be innocently 
temoved, provided it be done with no irreverent hand. The 
mo 
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moft polifhed fates of Greece have been, perhaps, defignedly pof. 
fefled by an ignorant people, whofe ferocity has rendered iany 
purts inacceffible to the curious traveller, or whofe jealoufy hag 
prevented his fearch: not to metttion the complere deftrociog 
of Roman gtandeor by the northern nations, volcanos kindied 
by a wife hand have produced a nycral as Well as a phy teal 
change in many parts of. Italy, and burying whole tracts of 
country in oblivion with their monuments: and fites, may, peta 
haps, have in fome meafure contributed to furnifh fmooth foot. 
Way for Chtiftianity to advance upon, 

But 4s no impropriety carrnow attend difcuffions of the prefent nas 
ture, if we confider the refult of our diftoveries, and the objects to 
which the rnigmatical allafions of this my fterious theology feem to 
have been uitimately directed ; ic will appear that a knowledge of 
the relative fituation of man, with regard to the Deity, was at. 
tempted through an expofition of the @conomy of the univerfe, that 
renovation from water firft brought to knowledge by ancient tradts 
tion, and afterwards traced thtough various phenomena, was CON. 
fidered as a pledge of re-exiftence and a future ftate ; but the conti. 
nual fucceffion of decay and renovation obfervable ih nature, was 
blended with thefe fpeculations. How often thefe revolutions 
were to be repeated, at what time they were to ceafe, was a point 
fiot eafily to be determined. That they were fuppofed to be con. 
-finued after the nature of the Indian metempfychofis we are im 
‘ ttructed by a Roman poet, if a poet may be admitted as avthos 
rity in fuch a cafe ; and the difcovery of the ladder upon Ettuf. 
can vafes might lead us to compare the number of intermediate 
fates of purification and trial with the different ftages in the 
Indian fyfi#m. Bur further, what thall we conclude refpecting 
the eventual flate ?>—If we pay attention to Plurarch, who ex- 
pofes the fecret objeét of the Ifiac mytteries, from which thofe of 
Eleufis appear to have been derived, we fhatl learn that the 
highett ftage iw the feale of nature was as the garment of Ofitisy 
Gwrondnc, *thining as the light;’——that ‘ the perception of that 
which was intelligent, pure, and holy, flafhed like lightning on 
the foul, which was grafped at and viewed but Sra moment, 
then it pafied away.’ When philofophy was employed upon fuch 
ipeculations, if was termed epopiic, as fome might infer, 
it was then verfed on fuch doctrines as were explained epoptita 
or by feews, at Eleufis; and this was to be effected by the exet- 
cife and improvement ot the mind, by abftracting it from all com. 
fidérations of fenfe. Plutarch further explains, that the Deity 
Was removed far from earth, not liable’ to corruption or decay! 
that the eventual {tate was a participation of the divine naterey 
termed by him perevcia rod @etd, of which the foul, whilit en- 
compaffed about with body and paffiens, had only an obicure 
glimmering, but when freed from thefe imped ‘nents and removed 
into the purer regiorts, ic was then that God was to become 1% 
leader and king: upon Him would it then wholly depend, dill 
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beholding without fatiety, and fill longing after that beauty 


which it was not poffible for man to exprefs, 

«© Thefe indeed are noble fentiments, but whether the doc. 
trine of the Hierophants reached fo far there may be fame reafon 
to doubt. Ir mutt at leaft be confefled that buffoonery the moft 
ftupid and abfurd, frivolous conceits and grofs indecency y Curie 
ouily fophifticated, were very inadequate to fo fublime an end, 
To this it might likewife be added, if fuch were the doétrines of 
Eleofis, by what high degree of novelty and merit were the 
fehools of Greek philofophy recommended ?—-and wherefore did 
the government forbear to punifh the profeffors in them, wha 
leftured upon fubjeéts which we are given to underttand were only 
to be learnt within the college of Kleufis? ‘Thefe queftions can 
only be imperfectly anfwered. Warburton conceived that the 
doétrine of Eleufis differed from the do¢trine of the fchools: Vil. 
Joifon has contended they were the fame; but in explaining the 
former, he has done no more, than adduce the opinions ef the 
Stoics (and the modern Spinofa), which exclude a belief in future 
rewards and punifaments; and according to which, the metemp. 
fychofis mutt alfo be rejected. . Plutarch, cited above, has evi« 
dently Platonifed ; he has, perhaps, exceeded the mark by as muck 
as Villoifon may be fuppofed to have fallen fhort of it. With. 
out infiting upon the reports of Plato, Paufanias, and Clement 
that the myfteries were inftituted by way of purification, a 
paffing by thofe frequent allufions to purification which are evi, 
dent upon the Greek vafes, it were better to inguire—what did 
the myfteries decree with regard to thofe who omitted to avail 
themfelves of the benefit of initiation? and wherein did any 
preference confit? A fragment of Cicero, refpecting the Me. 
tempfychofis, muft be allowed to have confiderable weight; it 
feems to imply. that the uninitiated entered into another ftate of 
exiftence after the prefent, by way of obtaining that luitration 
which the myfteries would have at once fecured to them. There 
is every reafon to believe that the paintings upon Greek vafes, 
are the only volumes in which Eleufinian dogtrines refpecting a 
future ftate are correctly detailed. Much may be brought to 
light by their means. It. remains that we confides whether 
our time will. be worthily beflowed in profecuting the et, 
guiry.’’ 





Ant. IIL. Memétrs of the Life of Mrs. Elizabeth Carter, 
with a new Edition of her Poems, fome of which have never 
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fo ObjeEtions concerning the ee Religion. By the Re, 


Montagu Pennington, M.A. Vicar of Northbourn in Kent, 
her Nephew and Executor. 4to. 648 pp. 21. 2s. Riving. 
tons. 1807. 


BlOCRAPHY when well executed may be rendered 

fubfervient to the nobleft purpofes of virtue and of 
learning. This indeed is fo obvious in itfelf, and fo univer- 
fally acknowledged, that it feemsa wafte of time to confirm 
the axiom by remarks which cannot be new, or by aflertions 
which cannot be refuted. Who will deny that to mark the 
progreis by which great talents have advanced from obfcu- 
rity to diftinétion, the foibles which have obftraéted the 
path, or the brilhant efforts which have beautified and adorned 
wt, will afford both inflruétion and entertainment to thofe 
who contemplate it either from the defire of imitation, or 
merely from the complacent emotion of receiving a leffon of 
morality ftrengthened by example? But this‘1s only true 
of biography well comprehended and properly executed, 
The feeble fketches we fo often meet with by puny writers, and 
of infignificant chara€ters, are ari incumbrance to literature 
and of no benefit to the community. It has been the fa- 
fhion, and we with to check it, to’give detailed accounts 
with all the folemnity of didaétic importance, of men, women, 
and we believe we may add children, diftinguifhed by no- 
thing that could juftity the ferious contenqlatian of minds 
ftudious of real improvement, but marked alone by eccen- 
tricities, follies, and perhaps vices. We could eafily exem- 
plify this affertion by particular fpecifications, but the rea- 
der who is only commonly acquainted with the produétions 
of the London prefles for the lait few years will not require 
fuch afhiftance. 

We knew Mrs. Carter well, and greatly efteemed her for 
her attainments, and her various excellent qualities, mor can 
there be any kind of objeétion to a biographical account 
ot {fo diftinguithed an individual. But it is not in our power 
danatervelly to commend the work before us, either for Vi- 
gour of execution, or the felicity of its difcrimination and 
arrangement. Some things are certainly introduced which 
the friends of Mrs. Carter cannot with to fee; being fo 
frivolous and trifling, that they neither do honour to the 
perfon celebrated, nor properly belong to biography. At 
the. fame time it muft be remarked that there is perpetual 
demon ftration a feelings and good fenfe, of reading, 


and refleftion. We will however no longer delay the reader 
from*entering on the work itfelf. 
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It cannot be fuppofed that the life of a female, however 
accomupthed or however conneéted, paffing part of the year 
at Deal and part in London, writing ene day to Mrs. Mon- 
tague and another to Mifs Talbot, can excite much intereft 
from its variety of incident. Mrs.Carter was born at Deal, her 
father was a refpeftable clergyman, who gave all his children, 
daughters as well as fons, a learned education. The fubjeét 
of this volume was at firft remarkably flow of apprehenfion, 
but by great pertinacity of application, perfevering almolt be- 
‘ond example, fhe accu mph{hed her determined purpofe, and 
Sane great proficient in the learned languages. One pe- 
culiarity is mentioned of a fingular kind, namely her igno- 
rance, and as it fhould feem her contempt for profody, It 
feems extraordinary that fhe fhould not have been. aware of 
its importance, and fhe muft have known that very little la. 
bour would have conquered every difficulty. This defici- 
ency muft therefore be confidered as fome impeachment of 
her tafte as well as judgment. She however taught her- 
felf, French, Italian, Spanith, German, Portuguefe, and 
finally Arabic. 

-From her.earlieft. youth fhe was remarkable for her piety, 
her knowledge of the Bible, and her delight in religion, At 

. 13 of the volume we are told that it was her with that her 
eters fhould not be publifhed. Certainly fome of the let- 
ters which appear in this volume might as well have been 
fuppreffed, but how this with, ferioufly exprefled, can be re- 
conciled with two large quarto volumes of her letters now 
upon ourtable, we are not fufficiently verfed in the laws of 
cafuiftry to explain. .The juvenile letters at p, 18, are fuch as 
moft young lehies tolerably educated would be able to write; 
at p. 23, we have an initance of trifling anecdote, of which 
feveral occur in the progrefs through the work. At 
p. 33, an anecdote difgracetul to the underflanding of one 
ot her fifters. is miphtaloaliy introduced. She had heard 
that Mifs Carter was going to be'a member of parliament, 
and fhe writes to be slowed whether it is true. It is qua- 
lified indeed by the information that this was a younger fil- 
ter. The fpecimens of Lady Harttord’s letters at p. 35, 
36, &c. are truly elegant. : 

At p. 42, are letters from Savage the poet toMifs Carter. 
Thefe are written in the moft prepofterous terms of adulation. 
That fhe fhould think ill of his morakcharaéter is natural, and 
indeed to a mind fo correét as hers, was unavoidable, but 
that fhe fhould not be “ greatly. delighted’’ with his poetry, 
Seems to fhow that her taite was here affected by her aoa 

ice. 
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dice. We fhauld infert the letters from the celeDrated but 
unfortunate Baratier at p. 58, but that thefe alfo are marked 
with the Mofl extravagant language of compliment and 
Mattery. . 

The account of the apprehenfions entertained at Deal and 
us neighbourhood, of an invafion from the French in 1745, 
will be found at p. 84, and cannot be read without a {mile; 
nor the defcription of her entirely educating a brother for 
the univerfity where he acquitted himfelf with honour, with- 
out approbation and efteem. 

The work from which Mrs. Carter received the firft dif. 
tinGtion aad reputation fhe enjoyed, was her tranflation of 
Epiéetus, and at this part of the life we willingly paufe to 
make an extraét. 


“¢ The tranflation was begun in eonfequence of fome converfa. 
tion that had pafled between Mifs Talbot and Mrs. Carter when 
they were together ; and that Mrs, Carter entered upon her tak* 
wpon her returnirom London to Deal, in May 1749. 


FROM MAS. CARTER TO MISS TALBOT. 
Deal, June, 20, 1.749. 


‘© «1 have really no patience with the tranflations I have it. 
clofed you, for they appear to me neither fenfe nor language ; but 
Thad much rather give you proof that I can write obfcure and 
bad Englifh, than that I could refufe to attempt at leaft any thing 
which you command me.’ 

‘¢ The Bithop of Oxford however, thought very differently of 
the merit of the tranflation, as appears‘by Mifs Talbot’s anfwer 
yo the letter which contained the foregoing paffage. : ee 


MISS TALBOT TO MRS. CARTER. 


*¢ ¢ T truft to your honour in venturing back two of your trank 
lations, which I fend inclofed ; for remember they are mine, and 
yauit be returned. _ I give you a thoufand thanks for having thus 
far complied with my requeft, and I hepe at leifare hours you 
will go an with the fame excellent work. 

«<< The Bifhop of Oxford fays your tranflation is a very good 
enc ; and, if it has any fault, it is only that of being pot clok 
arr a and writ in too fmooth and too ernamented a ee 

rctetus was a plain man, and fpoke plainly ; a tranflatign that 
heal exprefs this would, he thinks, pete more the iNcit af 
the original, and give an exaGer notion of it. The next day 
after I had your pacguct, he wrote down the two hafty tranfla- 
tions I have inclafed to explain what he means. This is all he 
bas to Gy, except that he much hopes you go on in a work you 
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are fo well fitced for, and for which I hope to be much the wifer. 

Shoald you leave off now, I thou¥a almoft be tempted to think 

that you take this ey amifs ; but indeed if you knew how, 
much I admire thefe ffecimens, you would, I am fure, . gratify 

ye with morey provided the application does you no harm, and» 
does not hinder you from being employed in any way you like 

better. You will be fo good as to retutn me both your tranfla- 

tions, and miy Lord’s, when you have compared them,’ 


TO MIss TALBOT. 


© * Retufn my moft fincere thanks to my Lord for the inftrdcs 
tions he has been fo good as to give mé about Epictetus, which I 
will endeavout to obferves I have not done any more, for I 
really thought what I fent you fo wretchedly ill tranflared, that 
I had no heart to make any further ‘attempt. I believe I had 
fome important thing to fay in defence of my paffion for-orhas 
ment, and to have dtawn in-poor Epictetus to affift me! but my 
head is really fo confufed that I cannot tell what I mean,’ 


FROM MISS TALBOT. 


« © My Lord defires to hear all you can fay in behalf of orna. 
ments; but unlefs you can prove to him that Epittetus wore a 
laced coat, he will not allow you to drefs him in one, You are 
Welcome, I dare fay, to the copy, [of what the Bifhop had tranf. 
lated] and ptay go on and ttanflate.’-P. S. [In the Bifhop's 
hand.writing. ] 

“ * Let me fpeak a word for myfelf: why fhould you change 
4 plain, horne, awakening pfeacher into a fine, fmooth, polite 
—— of what nobody will mind? Anfwer me thet, dear Mifs 

arter,’ . 


MRS. CARTER TO THE BISHOP OF OXFORD. 
_ Tt muft be acknowleged, my Lord, that the Enchiridion 
ismefely plain common fenfe; but is not Arrian’s Commentary 


much lefs fimple. The reafoning often requires a much clofer ate 
teqtion than the generality of readers are willing to beftow, and 


in fome places appeafs even abrupt aod unconnected ; fhould it _ 


not, therefore, feem neceffary to tranflate fuch a book rather ina 
paraphraftical way ? With regard to ftyle, one certainly ought 
hot to incrodute tropes and figures which the author himfelf ne. 
ver dreamted on; but if the fenfe is preferved, is it not lawful to 
endeavour to make him fpeak fuch a language as will make him 
appear natural and eafy to thofe with whom he is tanght to con. 
verfe, rather than to retain any peculiar, modes of his own coun. 
try, which, to thofe who do not underitand them, may appear 
uncouth and awkward: and moreover books of morality, which 
have no facred authtrify to recommend them, will find it djficale 
to recommend themfelves without fome little caternal helps.’ 

Ss “ The 
BRIT, CRIT, VOL, XXXII. SEPT, 1808, P 
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“« The latter part of this letter was unfortunately loft before 
‘it came into the: editor’s hands; but the Bifhop’s reply to it ig 
as follows, 


Cuddefden, Sept. 13, 1749. 
«* «Good Mifs Carter, 


“¢ ¢ This naughty girl [ Mis Talbot} hath fealed up her packer 
without giving me notice ; and fo you mutt take what I have to 
fay by itfelf. Arrian is not a commentator on Epictetus, as 
Simplicius is; buat profeffes to exhibit his very converfations 
and difcourfes, as Xenophon doth thofe of Socrates : and a tranf.. 
lator fhould reprefent him in our tongue, fuch as he appears in his 
own: not indeed copying the peculiarities of the language he 
fpeaks in, but ftill preferving his genuine air and charatter, as far 
asever is confiftegt with making him rightly underflood. Where 
the terms of his philofophy are now become obfcure, or the man- 
ners of his age and country unfuitakle to ours, I allow the one 
to be cleared up, and the other foftened, to a requifite degree, in 
the tranflation itfelf, and ftill more ina fhort note. Nay, fome 
parts, thofe for inftance where he digreffes into logical niceties, 
provided a general notice be Piven of what nature they are, | 
think may be entirely pafled over. Et que defperas trattate 
nitefvere poffe, relinquas. But with proper exceptions of thig 
kind, every ancient writer fhould, in common juftice, be laid be- 
fore the modern reader, if at all, fuch ashe is. And Epictetus 
in particular fhould, becaufe he will make a better figure, and 
have more influence in his own homely garb than any other, into 
which he muy be travefti. Abruptnefs and want of ornament 
very often add much force and perfuafion to what is faid. They 
fhew the fpeaker to be in earneft, which hath the greateft weight 
of any thing: and the fame fentiments delivered in a fmooth and 
polite, a florid and panegyrical, ora formal and profeffional ftyle, 
are no longer the fame. ‘Thefe lait were the methods in vogue 
when Epi¢tetus lived; and they had brought philofophy into 
difregard and difgrace. He faw it with grief; and reproved 
Meffieurs les Philofophes with an honeft zeal. Surely then we 
fhould be very careful to do nothing that may but feem-to approach 
towards transforming him into one of thefe gentlemen. And 
am fully perfuaded, that plain and home exhortations and fe- 
greet, without ftudied periods and regular comections, ‘in thort, 
uch as they might be fuppofed to come extempore from thé fal~ 
nefs of the old man’s good heart, will be more attended to and 
felt, and confequently give more pleafure, as well as do more good, 
than any thing fprucer that can be fabftiruted in their room. 
do not mean by all this to vindicate my own fpecimens. 1 coa- 
fefs myfelf to have bent the ftick as ftrongly as I well could, the 
oppofite way to yeurs. But 1 am content to divide the differ 
ence with you; which, perhaps, after we have both explained 
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ourfelves, will be no great one.. Yet indeed, of the two, I thiol 
a rough and almoft literal tranflation, if it doth but relifh ftrongly 
of that warm and practical {pirit, which to me is the charaéter. 
iftick of this book, infinitely preferable to the moft elegant pa« 
raphrafe, that lets it evaporate, and leaves the reader unmoved. 
I know you experience fo much of this way of thinking in gene. 
ral, that I may very fafely truft you with the particular applica. 
tion of it; and therefore fhall only add, that 1 am, with high 
efteem, and every good with, 
Madam, © 
Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 


_ THO, OXFORD.’ 


** The ftrong fenfe of ehis letter, and the juftnefs of the rea. 
foning contained in it, will, it is hoped, to moft readers, be a fuf. 
ficient apology for its length. It had the defired effect of con. 
vincing Mrs. Carter, as will be feeo hereafter. Mifs Talbot 
was alfo of the fame opinion, which had defervedly great weight. 


Miss TALBOT TO MRS CARTER, 


«© Fam much of my Lord’s mind (fo far as I can judge from 
the manner in which things ftrike me) for energy, fhortnefs, and 
plainnefs. I return you a thoufand thanks for your goodnefs in 
providing me this high and ufeful entertainment ; and fo far as 
the application is not hurtful or difagreeable to you, fhould ex. 
tremely wifh you to go on. But in either of thefe cafes I had 
rather learn Greek, Arabick, or Hottentot myfelf, than put you 
on an unpleafant tak, or give you an hour’s head-ach.’ 

“ In her anfwer to this Mrs. Carter fays, ‘ You need be in 
no trouble about my head, for it is upon the whole much better, 
and receives no kind of injury from Epi¢tetus. It is impoffible 
T thould find a ftudy difagreeable; which you are fo obliging as 
to fay gives you pleafure. 1 am only proyoked with myfelf for 
doing it fo awkardly ; however, I hope to make fome improve- 
ment from the excellent inftructions which my Lord has keen fo 
good to give me.* 


MISS TALBOT TO MRS. CARTER. 


*€€ Enough of this fubje@: ‘tis high time I thould talk to 
you about your better employment, which, for my fake, you are 
fo obliging as to perfevere in. It is but fair to tclb you, that 
we copy out your papers in a little book, fo that you need not 
take the trouble now to return them again. I with I could de» 
ferve half your goodnefs ; but the figeizee mu have time qu 
know to growegoad’for any thing.’ 

_. “* The following letter is written with fo mach fpirit, and pute 
in fo ftrong a light the manner in which Mif, Taibot made the 
leffons of the Grecian fage uétfal tobepieli, chas f am cempted 
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totranferibe it. And here it is proper to obferve, that this wag 
the only ufe to which the tranflation was then propofed to be 


applied, as no mention had been made as yet of any defign te 
publith it. 


MISS TALBOT TO MRS. CARTER, 


Dec. §, 1749. 

¢¢ € Indeed you are miftaken for once, dear Mifs Carter, and I 
like your packet of Epictetus better than any I have yet had. | 
Not that it is without its difficulties; but a few difficulties 
which put one upon thinking, and which thinking will get over, 
are furely infinitely preferable to a languid diffufe explicitnefs, 
What force, what life, what ftrength, and fhortnefs of expreffion ! 
“What excellence of fentiment t hat digaity and authority of 
reafon, and common fenfe! And what an excellent reproof and 
leffon has the honeft, plain old man given to me, (thank you a 
thoufand times for tranfnntting it.) Whenever I am feized with 
an impertinent, untimely fit of reformation, or with a fplenetic 
diffatisfaction either with the company, or tedious lowlinefs, me. 
thinks I hear his voice founding in my ears *—** But you are 
wretched and difcontented ; be pleafed, and make the beft of every 
thing. Call fociety an entertainment and a feftival.’’——You are 
right, moft revered Epictetus. In fociety our hearts fhould be 
@pen to every cheerful, good-humoured, kind affection. ’Tis a 
time of feftivity when our bufinefs is to delight and do good to 
ore another. What an idea, and how does it brighten up Lon. 
don tome! I will no longer call it—lI dare no longer figh to 
myfelf in fecret, that it is a tumult, a chaos, a confufion, vanity, 
and vexation of fpirit ; but I begin to feel myfelf grow fociable 
and tolerating. 

“¢*« My Lord has read what you have done with great appro- 
bation ; and do not be difcouraged from going on, for you do 
excellently, and you give us all high pleafure.’ ’’ 


It is a little fingular that a lady, however learned, fhould . 
fele&t fuch an author as Epiétetus for the purpofe of tranf- 
lation; a book dry in its fubje&, corrupt, perplext and dif. 
ficult in its text, and not at all likely to enter into very ex- 
tenfive circulation. It muft fill be confeffed, that ri 
lifhing and corretting hand, and.critical approbation of Ds 
Secker, a learned prelate, and one of the ornaments of 
the Englith bench, muft neceffarily have a€ted as a pow 
ftimulant to perfeverance. The work remains a monument 
of the tranflator’s leayning, has paffed through various.edi- 
tions, and will ever bave’a place-in well chofen colleétions- 





_— 


«. ® See Book I, Chapter12, Seétion 2. of the Tranflation-” 
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"The letters written by Mifs Talbot on the fubjef of Epic- 
tetus, are furely of great excellence, and may be reckoned 
equal to molt of thofe-which appear in this volume. A 
confiderable poftion is next occupied with the defcription 
of the tour to Spa, which Mrs. Carter took in the company 
of Mr. and Mrs. Montagu and Lord Bath. Her letters, 
defcribing this tour, are inferted. They are amufing, but 
contain, perhaps, no very ftriking proofs of fuperior ability. 
In fagacity of remark, and refinement of obfervation, mf 
are fuch as one fenfible and well educated female, accuf- 
tomed to good fociety, may be expetted-to write to ane 
other. The following to Mrs. Vefey is of a higher cai. 


“* How much am I obliged to you, my dear Mrs. Vefey, for 
your kind folicitude about me! but here I am, exactly as much 
alive as you ever faw me, though much lefs fo than I appear 
in the picture drawn of me by Mrs. Montagu’s wit; but at all 
events— 


‘< Tl di s’apprefla, e non pote effer lungi : 
Si corre il tempo, @ vola.’’ 


** Yet this flight of time is mighty apt to deceive our obfer- 
vation, when we confider it through the mift of human paffions, 
and famcy his wings to be clogged and entangled amidft the in. 
tricacies of varying wifkes, and undetermined events, How fel. 
dom is it that the mind can rife to that point of view from whence 
it furveys him hurrying on, with unobftructed fpeed, towards 
rege and thither inviting all our hopes and fears to follow 

im ! 

‘IT do not at all agree to your project of fending me into 
Mercury or Venus. As long as one remains in this folar fyftem, 
J have no idea of being better fityated than npon Earth, which, 
with a true patriot prejudice, I’ am inclined to think as much 
preferable to any other planetary region, as England is to every 
other country on the terraqueous globe. You fee I have not tra- 
velled away my Englifh partialiry. Iam fure I can never be 
in any danger of lofing it in Holland, which is beyond defcrips 
tion difagreeable to my imagination. I do not attempt to give 
you any defcription of the places through which we have tra. 
velled, becaufe you have feen them all. Was you ever at Co. 
Jogne? If you have, perhaps you may wonder that in this dark, 
dirty, ragged city, L found myfelf more amufed for three or four 
days than in any other which we_have feen. 

*€ You afk why I prefer the German character and manners to 
the French ?* Becatfe I believe the chara¢ter more honeft, and I 
find the manners lefs buftling, and lefs affected, but ye po- 
bite; indeed I always confider the French as the moft pettilent 
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corrupters of the human heart ; and their writings more fo than 
any 1 ever read, tend to the febverfion of all principles, and fap 
the foundation of all morality, and the ftifling of all fentiment, 
You will not imagine me extravagant enough to apply ail this 
to cach individual, thoogh I met with an Englith lady at Spa, 
who had refided in France, and fhe declared to me that the never 
met with any one perfon while fhe was there, who had either 
eR or fentiment ; to her great furprife, the once thought 

e had difcovered a character pofleffedd of both, but, upon further 
enquiry, the lady proved to be a Canadian. 

“* While we were at Spa, I beftowed more words upon all the 
 Trith I met with, than I ufually beftow upon people of any na. 
tion with whom I'am nat faficiently acquainted to think I have 
a right ¢o teaze them, in hopes of finding fome who could talk 
with me about you; but I was fo unlucky as to find none who 
knew any thing more than juft the fyilabtes that form your 
name. J made myfelf amends, however, by Lady Primrofe, and 
the affeftion with which the always mentioned you ‘@id my heart 

ood. 
On Thinking, my dear Mrs. Vefey, mutt always tend to peace, 
when it is exercifed under an awfal fenfe of the prefence of the 
Supreme Being, and with a due. fubmiffion to thofe reftraints 
which his wifdom and goodnefs have impofed on the human fa. 
culties. To check the — of unprofitable fpeculation, and 
fix our attention on the tafk affigned us here, all rruths unnecef. 
fary for us to know are involved in uncertainty and darknefs, and 


the fearch muft end in difappointment and confafion, and too often, 


in a total fubverfion of all principles. In the inveftigation of 
points effential to our prefent flate and condition, the powers 
of the underftanding are invariably adequate to its fubje&. Does 
not the difference fo ftrongly, fo evidently marked, plainly dif. 
cover what ought to form the object of our ftady ? The moft 
active genius will never be in danger of languifhing for want of 
per fos: while it is engaged in unravelling the fophiftries of 
paffion, deteCting the fallacies ef the heart, examining the mo. 
tives of action, and determining the duties which refule from every 
particular fituation. ; 

** Mrs. Montagu’s moft affeCtionate compliments attend you, 
but fhe bids me tell you that the fpirit never moves her to writé 
letters from.any love the has to writing ; ‘fo if you with to hear 
from her again, you muft firft deferve it by anfwering her letter, 
Our whole party, I thank God, continue very well, and I am 
happy in the fame good account from my diftant friends ; fo that 
] am very contented about myfelf, though forry to be fo unpro, 
fitable a companion to Mrs. Montagu; for ever fince I left kng- 
land, my head has been at leait equally bad, and my nerves worfe 
than for fome years: fo far were the Spa waters ftom doing them 
any good, If thefe were not good long lived eS 
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would not alarm your kind partiality for me by mentioning them 
to you. I hope to be better when I get home, at leat f thall 
gvoid that aggravation of the evil which is occaffioned by the 
exertions which are often unavoidable in travelling. My Lord 
Bath and Mrs. Montagu are furprizingly the better for their ex. 
curfion, indeed they are much the youngeft and healthieit ofour 
‘whole party. 

« We live a very racketting life at rhe Hague; but to-morrow 
we fer out for Rotterdam, then to Breda and Antwerp. I thall 
be very glad when we get into Flanders. I hope about another, 
fortnight will bring us to England, and that I fhall have the plea. 
fure of hearing from you very foon after my arrival at Deal. 
Do you mean that you want me to tranfcribe Milton’s Allegro 
in written hand? Pray do, my dear Mrs, Vefey, do get it 
tranfcribed in a hand that can be read. 

«“ The name of rhy German friend is Madame de Blum * ; the 
is 8 Hanoverian by birch, but tharrjed to an officer in the fervice 
of the Duke of Brunfwick, where the now refides.. I am fure you 
would like her, and I have too high an®pinion of her character 
not to be fure the would like you.”’ P.. 243. 


We have already givén fo much fpace to this work that 
we muft bé concife in what remains, 

The reader will rejoice to find that Mrs. Carter was ron- 
dered eafy in ber circumftances, bythe generofity of her friends 
Mr. Pulteney ahd Mrs. Montagu, and that the clofe of life 
was [pent in placid retirement, with relations who loved and 
revered her, In relating however thefe circumflancés her 
biographer is minute to a dégree of trifling, which is fometimes 
provoking. “That his relation took much fnuff, that the left 
paftiés at ten, that her friends accommodated her with their 
carriages, that fhe fipped her tea like other people, and drank 
milk and water at dinner, is, to borrow the biographer’s 
words, all very milk and waterifh. Nor is it of much more 
importance to be told, that though fhe fpent her life at Deal, 
the was no {muggler. 

To the Memoirs are added, Poems, Mifcellanies in Profe, 
Notes on the Bible, with An{wers to Objeétions concerning 
the Chriftian Religion, and Lefers from Mrs.‘ Carter on 
the fame fubjeét. : 

Thefe Memoirs are the produétion of an amiable rather 
than of a vigorous mind; of a writer, who fo regarding the 
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“ * Mrs, Cafter always referved a very great regard for 
—— till the died, She a very interefting miniature of 
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fubjeé of his pen, that the minuteft ations of her life appeared 
interefting and important, fancied they muft be feen ‘in the 
fame podintof view by the reft of the world. The confe. 
quence is, that thé narr tive is without doubt entitled tg 
credit for ts fathfulnefs, but will not in all parts excite in. 
tereft. Mrs. Carter’s intimate friends knew. thefe things 
beiore, to the refl of the world they will feem trifling. The 
work, however, has already reached a fecond edition, (in 
%vo.), and if the pruning knife has there been properly ufed, 
it will increafe the credit of the author's judgment, without 
dimimufhing that of his pious gratitude. 





> 


Art. IY. A fecmd Defence of Revealed Religion; itt tos 
Sermons, preached in the Chapel Royal, St. James's. By 
Richard Watjon, DiD. Lord Bfhop of Laudagf. 8vo, 
54 pp. 2s. Cadell and-Co. 1807. 


TP HERE ig fomething at’ once original and extremely 

powerful in the aryrments employed ‘ta thefe two dil. 
courfes. The firft turns altogether on the miracles of our 
Saviour and the Apofilcs; which the learned author proves, 
in the molt logical manner, to be entirely incontrovertble. 
He flates firfl, the perteétly uncontraditied tefiimony of the 
Evangelifls and Apyitles, as eye-wunefl.s, He then Ilates 
the unbroken tradiuon of believers for about 70 generations, 
beginning with thofe who dmew the fa€t to be true; and he 
contraits with it the traduion of the unbelieving Jews, 
which he alfo fhows to have begun with thofe who ac- 
knowledged the fame facts to be ue. The manner of 
flating this is original, and very convincing, 


‘Many heathens and many Jews, contemporary with Jefus and 
his Apoftles, embraced Chrittianity on its firft promulgation; the 
defcendants of chefe men, in a direct line from father to fon, 
may amount to about feventy perfons ; afk one of thefe defcen- 
dants why he believes the Chriitian religion to be true; he wil] 
anfwer, his father believed it to be true, his grandfather be- 
heved it to be true, all his progenitors, amounting to about 
7° perfons, believed i: to be true; but that the firft of them did 
hot merely believe, he knew it to be truce, for he had been an 
eye-witnels of the miracles wrought by Jefus, or by the Apoftles 
jn the riame of Jefus. 

“ To this an unbeliever may reply: Atk a Jew why he be- 
liewes the Chriftian religion to be falfe; he wil anfwer, bi 
father believed it to be talie, his grandfather belicyed it to be 


falfe, 











it t 


fi 


anc 
for 








Bifhop Watfan’ s fecond Defence of Religion. £49 


falfe, all his progenitors, amounting to ahout 70 perfons, believed 
it to be falfe; but thac the frft of them did not merely believe, 
he knew it co be falfé. I deny the conclufion; the zoth pro. 

nitor of the Jew did not Know the Chriftian religion to be 
Pate, for he knew that Jefus and his Apoitles wrought miracles 5 
and no religion can be falfe, which has real unquettioned miracles 
for its foundation.s That the Jews, who lived at the fame time 
with Jefus, knew that he and his Apoftles wrought miracles, is 
acircuinftance of great importance in this difcuflion, and oughe 
to be proved. The proof may be derived trom many places ia 
Scripture ; I will content myfelf with producing four. 

‘© When the Pharifees queftioned the man who had been born 
blind, and whoin Jefus had reftored to fight, concerning the 
manner in which his blindnefs had been. removed, they difputed 
whether Jefus was a finner, becaufe he had cured the man on the 
fabbath day ; but all of them acknowledged that the man had 
been miraculoufly reftored to fight ; and one part of them fenfibly 
faid, ** How can a man that is a finner do fuch miracles 2? 

** On another occafion, the chief priefts and the Pharifees ga. 
thered 2 council to deliberate what they fhould do to prevent the 
people from believing on Jefus; § for, this man,’ faid they, 
‘docth many miracles; if we let him thus alone, all men will bee 
lieve on Tim.’ ) | 

Again, when Jefus had made a blind man fee, and a dumb 
man fpeak, and all the people were amazed, the Pharifces, not 
being able to deny the miracle, faid, that he had wrought i¢ 
through Beelzebub. 

** Laftly, when Annas the high prieft, and Caiaphas, and the 
tulers and elders, and Scribes, all the chicf magittrates of the 
Jewith nation, were aflembled in folemn council, and Peter and 
John were brought before them to be queftioned refpeéting the 
miracle they had wrought on a-man who had been lame from his 
birth, not one of the council’ denied the fat ; for, beholdin 
the man which was healed tanding with the Apoftles, they could 
fay nothing againft it:. they, did not accufe Peer and John of 
being impoftors ; th®y durft not tell the people who had wit. 
nefled the miracle, that they had been tricked, and that no mi- 
racle had been performed; their queftion was, * By what power, 
or by what. name, have ye done this?’ and ‘ they conferred 
among themfelves, fuying, what fhall we do to thefe men? for 
that, indeed,.a notable miracle hath been done by them is ma. 
nifeft to all them shat dwell in Jerufalem, and we cannot deny it.* 
We cannot deny it—a confeftion: this, not only eftablithing the 
fact, but indicating a ftrong difpofinion in the council to have 
denied ir if they could, if it had not been fo notorious that they 
could fay nothing again ic. This miracle, though publicly 
performed by Peter and John, is no’ where mentioned in the 
writings of cither of them, filence upon fo great an occafion is 
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per the way in which bad men attempt to eftablith their im, 
ures. 

a It appears from thefe paflages of Scripture, that not on] 
the common people, but that the rulers of the Jews, krew that 
Jefus and his Apoftles wrought miracles; and, therefore, the 
conclufion of the Jew, that his progenitor knew the religion, of 
Jefus to be an impofture, is not tu be admitted.”’ P. g, 


Having proved that every thing which can deferve the 
name of teftimony is in favour of the truth of the Chrif- 
tian ‘miracles, the Bifhop emers upon the abliraét queftion 
of the poffibility of miracles, which he clearly fhows muf 
be admitted, on the foundelt principles of réafon ; and that 
the caufe for their operation by Chrift and his Apoftles is 
what muft be deemed completely adequate. He then en- 
counters the famous argument of Hume on the fubjc& of 
teflimony, which he clearly places on the right ground; by 
fhowing, that if the teilimony of eye-wntneltea be not ades 
quate to eflabliih a new event, it may be held reafonable 
to deny a pofitive matter of faé&t. We much admire the 
found jenfe and fpirit with which the Bilhup vindicates the 
logical part of his difcourfe. 


‘“* I fear,”’ fays he, ‘* I have troubled you with too fopital 
an argumentation ; 1 could have avoided it, but the fubjeé is of 
the laft importance, and truth, lying at the bottom of the well, 
can never be reached by dabbling on its furface.”” P. 21. 


He concludes the firft difcourfe by urging men to Be 
come real as well as nominal Chriftians, 

The fecond fermon is on the doéirine of “ the facrifice 
of Chrifl;’’ which the author unde:takes to fhow not to bé 
repugnant to human reafon. The fame commanding ftyle 
of logic is here employed to defend the divine juilice, im 
making al! mankind fubjeé to death for the tranfgrefion of 
Adam ; and in admitting the voluntary death of Chrift as an 
atonement for the tranfgrellion. On the former fubjeét the 
preacher fays, 


«¢ Why, it has been afked, did not God make Adam jncapable 
of finning ? “This queftion may be properly anfwered by another, 
Is it poflible to make a free agent incapable of finning ?. Freedom 
of choice feems to imply a pofibility at~ leaf of chufing amifs ; 
and a wrong choice being followed by a wrong action, a pof- 
fibility of finning feems to be infeparable from the freedom of 
chufing.”’ P. 34. 


The fecond, he thus ably illpftrates trom the principle of | 


Mier felt-devotion, allowing at the fame time that it 18 


impoflible for us adequately to gonceive it inthe cafe of 
Chrilt. 
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« When we read of Curtius or of the Decii voluntarily de. 
voting themfelves to deftruction, for, as they believed,-the 
vation of their country, we do not accufe the Roman ma- 
tracy with injuftice in permitting them to do fo. When we 
ee Pylades the friend of Orcfies, of Pythias the friend of 
Damen, of Cavendif> the friend of Raffel, of men feverally ready 
to lay down their lives’ for their refpective friends, we never 
think of accufing God of injuftice, in having given to human 
nature fympathy fo acute, benevolence fo exalted ; and fhall we 
accufe Him for having given ‘to the Son of his love,’ ¢ to the 
image of himfelf,’ ro the firft-born of every creature,’ a degree 
of benevolence faperior to what he hath given to the loweit of 
dhe rational creation ?’??—‘* When we obferve parents or children, 
hufbands or wives, willingly fubmitting to much bodily fa- 
tigue, fuffering much mented uneafinefs, fuftaining a variety of 
evil, that they may thereby lefflen the mifery which indifcretion, 
intemperance, or vice of any kind, has brought upon their relatives, 
we learn, that the difpenfation of God in permitting Chrift to 
faffer for the benefit of mankind is fo far from being repugnant to 
his juttice, that it is in perfe& correfpondence with the ordinary 
courfe of his providence.’’ P. 40. 


Having eflablifhed the doftrine in queflion on the ground 
of reafon and feripture, the Bifhop concludes by obferving, 
that neverthelefs great and good men have differed concern- 
ing it; and on that ground flrongly recommends moderation 
in all fubje&ts of religious difference. We have no doubt, 
that the clearnefs-and foundnefs ‘of argument employed in 
thefe two difcourfes are calculated to produce the beft effe&, 
in aid of the venerable author’s former works in defence of 
religion. f 


See 
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Art. V. Logic, or on Effay on the Elements, Principles, 
and different Modes of Reajoning. By Richard Kirwan, 
Ef. LL.D. P.RAA. PRS. eo. Se. 2 vals. BvOr 
Payne arid Mackinlay. 1807. 


D®: Kirwan has been long known to the public as an 

eininent and zealous chemfl, and geologiit; and his 
works in thefe depaitments of fcience have juftly attained 
the rank of flandard predu€tions. He now appears before 

world in a new character, and offers his fervices in a 
branch of knowledge which fequires attainments of a very 
different nature. It muft be acknowled ed, however, that 
be has proved himfelf to be well qualified for the tatk we 
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he has undertaken; and that he has talents which are ad; 
ed’to an inte/lefiual as well as to a chemical analy fis. 

Among the modern claims. to fuperiority in wifdom, i 
has not been uncommon to {peak of thelogic of Ariflotle jg 
terms of ungualified contempt; and indeed to depreciate the 
fludy of logic altogether as an unneceflary and difyull 
walle of ume. Men of good natural parts, it has been tit 
contrive to reafon well enough, upon any fubje& with 
which they are acquainted, although they have never leam. 
ed logic; while thole who are converfant in this boafled 
art, however they may fhine in difputation, are not mor 
eclebrated tor difcovering hidden ‘truth than their fellow. 
creatures. Both thefe allertions we conceive to be un 
founded. We every day ice falfe reafonings and erfoneous 
arguments obtruded upon the world, in the’ moft important 
fabjeéis of enquiry; the fallacy of which might be’ clearly 
detetied, by applying to them the teft of a found logic. So 
vague indeed is the mode of arguing which paffes current 
with moft people, in the weightielt matters, in the diftuffions 
of government, religion, commerce, and Jegiflation, tha 
nothing appears more defirable than the general diffufion of 
yuh and rational principles of veafoning ; of a ftandard by 
which we might eflimate the pretenfions of thofe who lay 
claim to the difcovery of new truths, or a touchflone by 
which we may diflinguilh the fophiftries of the {ciolift from 
the valuable difquifitions of the impartial and enlightened 
mquirer, 

ven to thofe who are well qualified by nature to reafon 
yufly, and whofe judgment 1s unbiafled by paflion or pre 
yudice, the fiucy of logic is by no means either ulelels or 
unnecellary. hough they may reafon well without tt 
they would furely reafon better by its afliflance. We often 
find perfons who have a good natural voice and ear, that 
can hing very tolerably, although they do not underftand 4 
note of mulic; but no one will pretend that a {cientific 
knowledge of mufic is, on that account, of no ufe in enablin 
usto fing well, On the contrary, it iS well known that fu 
a knowledge of the art would eyable a perfog with an infenor 
voice to exce! one that was better endowed by nature; and 
in the belt performance of the man who has never ftudied 
mufic, the {cientific mufician will be able to deteét frequent 
violations of propriety. We conceive the fame obfervations 
to be apphcable to logic ; and indeed to every thing that 
deferves the name of an art. It is in vain to expeét that 
yaturdf ingenuity will fupply the place of regular inflruétion 
in the mylieries of any mechanical employment; or — 
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man who has ferved a regular apprenticelhip to his trade, 
will not be a better workman. than the merely felf-taught 
artifan: and it is little'lefs abfurd to expect that we fhall be 
accurate and accomplifhed reafoners, without fludying the 
nature of arguments, the mode of applying them, and the 
elementary principles of knawledge‘on which they mutt be 
founded. It is true, indeed, that many adepts in logic may 
be found, who. do not fe am’to excel the generality of man- 
kind in their ability to difcover unknown truth. But this is 
rather to be afcribed to the defeétive manner in which the art 
ig generally taught, than to the infufficiency of the art itfelf, 
Little has been done by modern logicians towards the im- 
provement of their art, except commenting upon the dia- 
Pic of Ariftotle, and accommodating them in fome degree 
to modern palates, and to, the improved ftate ot i a 
knowledge. But valuable as the Aviftotelian logic undoubt- 
edly is, it. cannot now of itfelf be accounted a complete art 
of reafoning.. Its mode of proof by category and fyllogifi 
s purely fynthetic; and thergfore however well contrived 
for detecting error, it cannot be confiered as a fit engine 
for the difcovery of truth, in the various branches of phile- 
fophy, both shyfical and intelle€tual, which it is now 
known we can only fuccefsfully cultivate by the method of 
analy fis. | 

: This great truth was firft clearly pointed out to the world 
by the immortal Bacon, who not only fhowed the value of 
the method of analyfis or induétion, in difcovering the laws 
of nature, but afcertaingd the rules by which this method 
ought to be governed, and the mode of applying it to 
{cientific difquifition. “ He diftinguifhed it by the name of 
the novum organum, in oppofitiom to the more ancient 
erganum furnilhed by the Ariftotelian logic, of which he was 
led by the power of contra{t, to form by far too unfavour- 
able an opinion. He proved indeed that it was not adapted 
to difcover unknown laws of nature; but it by no means 
follows from this, that it was entirely ufelefs. The fame 
flur; however, continuéd to be thrown upon the Ariftotelian 
logic by the followers of Bacon, and particularly by the 
celebrated Locke, who condemns ss ntaaine of fyNogifm, 
as no better than folernn trifligg, and calculated only for the 
purpofes of cavilling and difputation. Since the period of 
the writings of this philofopher, the logic of Bacon and 
Locke has been continually fe in oppofition to the logic of 
Ariftotle ; and the admirers of the new logic have thought it 
neceffary ta.pronounce the moft unqualified condemnation 
upon the old. ®* +s Ze. /..® 
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In the juftice of this decifion, we are by no means dé 
nee to acquiefce; and we think it very poffible to give 
ue praife to the organum of Bacon, without eondempj 

to oblivion the organum of Ariflotl. To forma com 
fyftem of logic, it would feem neeeffary that both 
fhould be combined, and property itluftrated; for the {yn, 
thetic mode of reafoning is a legitimate mode, as well as the 
analytic; and he can never be confidered as an accomphihed 
fogician, who is not expert in the ufe of both. By fynthefis 
he may be enabled to impugn his adverfary, and dolend his 
own arguments; but analyfis is neceffary to provide him 
with found topics of difeuffion, and to fupply the proofs by 
which they may be fupported. We were in hopes that the 
work before us might exhibit this defirable combination of 
the old and new logic, which has hitherto been a defideratum 
in fcience; as its author, from his favourite purfuits, mul 
be fully aware of the benefits deducible from the method of 
analyfis. If we have not been completely gratified in this 
expettation, we are yet ready to allow that Dr. Kirwan ha 
made many material improvements upon our common fe 
tems of fchool logic, and has, on the whole, produced a 
work, from the perufal of which much advantage may be de. 
rived to the Sobers, 

In a well written prefece, Dr. Kirwan ftates the 3 
ance of the ftudy of logic, and obviates the objeétions 
which have been made againft it. The following obferva 
tions on the conneétien between the reafoning of mathema 
tics, and that which is applicable to other fubjeéts, are 
firiking : ; 

“¢ In no fcience hav& the rules of logic been fo well obferved, 
as in that of mathematics, for, in none is their application 
obvious and eafy. Their terms are fimple, and for the mol 

art acither obfcure nor ambiguous. ‘Their propofitions are 
uly fimple, and their mode of reafoning being founded on the 
relation of identity, or equality with objeéts contained in fome 
or other of the foregoing propofitions, and thefe ultimately om 
felf.evident axioms, 1s demonitrative. But, to difcover this tt 
lation in many inftances, a comprehenfive view of all the preced~ 
ing propofitions, an intenfe and unbroken attention, a luminous 
etamen of the cleareft method of obtaining a fojution, am 
requifite. Hence, fome * have been led te imagine, ‘* that the 
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«¢ * Duncan’s Logic, p. 224, 226. Locke on the Conduct of 
the Human Underftanding. Watts’s Logick, Part III. chap. iv.’ 
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tree way of acquiring a habit of reafoning clofely, and in train 
, is to exercife ourfelves in mathematical demonftrations; that’ 
ving got the way of reafoning which that ftudy neceffarily 
ings the mind to, they may be able to transfer it to other 
parts of knowledge as they fhall have occafion,”* | This, how. 
ever, is an egregious miftake ; the mode of reafoning of muthe= 
maticians being founded onthe relation of identity or equality, 
is not transferable to any other fcience, into which mathematical 
éonfiderations do not enter; as ethics, -jurifprudence, whether 
patvral or municipal, medicine, chemiftry, &c. theology, metae 
phyfies, &c. which are founded on relations entirely different. 
On thecontrary, the habit of. mathematical ee feems ta 
waft a perfon for reafoning juftly on any other fubjects, for, 
accuftomed to the higheft degree of evidence, a mathematician 
frequently becomes infenfible to any other. Thus D’ dlembert, 
one of the ableft mathematicians of the laft century, was,’ as 
Mr. La Harpe tells us,* a feeptic in every thing elfe; though 
under the guidance of no unruly paffion, his letters fhew himte 
have been an inveterate enemy to Chriftianity. Condorcet was 
not lefs fo.  Proc/us, an eminent mathematician of the fifth 
century, wrote moft abfurdly on other fubje&s, and particularly 
a refutation of the Chriftian religion. Fatis, a diftinguifhed 
mathematician of the beginning of the laft century, became a 
downright fanatict+. Bithop Warburtonf tells us, that the oldeft 
mathematician than in England, was the worft reafoner in it. 
Barbeyrac, in the preface to his tranflation of Grotias, De Faure 
Belli et Pacis, informs us, that a mathematician undertook to 
refute it, but of this refutation he fays, ** on n’a jamais rien vu 
de pa prereee et on feroit farpris qu’un mathematicien pat fi 
ma! raifonner, fi l’on n’avoit d@’autres exemple* bien plus illuftres, 
qui montrent clairment que l’etude des mathematiques, ne rend 
fs toujours l’efprit plas “jufte en matieregde chofes gui font horg 
e la {phere de ces feiences.’? And Le Clere remarks, * qui 
aflueti funt mathematicis ideis, quz facillime a fe invicem dif. 
tingauuntur, et anjmadvertuntur, ubi volunt fecundym nere artis 
pene de rerum publicarum aut domefticarum adminiftratione 
judicare, ineptiffima ferunt judicia §.”’ 


—— 





@ © Lycée, vol. 15, p. 129." 
* + Hitt. Acad. Berl.1792, p. ta.” 

* { Preface to Jolian, p. 21.” 
" “ § Logic, vol. i. p. 160. And’Condillac fays, “ nous avons 
quatre metaphyficiens celebres, Defcattes, Malbranche, Leibnitz, 
et Locke; le‘dernier et le feul, qui ne fut pas geometre, et de 
combien, n’eft il pas fuperieur aux trois autres?” Condill. vol. 
Vi, P. 225, in 1 2mo.”* 
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“« The chief advantage poffeiled by mathentatical fcience, te. 
fults from the clearnefs of its definirions, at leaft of fuch as are 
neceflary for its demonftrations, and the fimplicity of its figns, 
which are objetts of feafe. But logic requires equally clear 
definitions of the fenfe in which the terms it employs thould be 
taken, though, from the intelleétual nature of its object, they 
cannot be exhibited to the fenfés. Many mathematical, (indeed 
unneceffary) definitions have been contefted eve by mathemati. 
cians themfelves, fuch as the definition of xamber, differently 

iven by Euclid, Stevinus, and Sir Ifaac Newton*. Nor, have 
es even agreed om the definition Of magnitude t+, and as to 
habituating the mind to intenfe application, there is no {Ccience 
that does not equally require it, and in ftadying it, the habit is 
much more advantageoufly obtained. So far are mathematics 
from being neceflary to logic, that, on the contrary, logic is 
frequently neceflary for detecting the errors of a mathematician, 
of which inftances may be feen in the logic of Port Royal, part. 
iv. chap. iv. and v. and Enclyclop. Mathém. Jufini. ~If logic 
has had its fophifms, mathematics has had its paralogifms, and 


algebra, in particular, many abfurdities. Nay, ‘the frame of 


mund neceffary to conftitute a great diale¢tician, feems different 
from that neceflary to conftitute a great mathematician, for‘ it is 
faid, that Bayle could not underftand Euclid; 12 Bibliotheque 
choific, p. 223. 

‘* But though mathematics cannot faperfede the ftudy of that 
part of logic, which treats of the figaification of words, thé 
genuine import of different propofitions, the nature of ratiocina. 
tion, and rules of tnrerpretation, yet they appearto me of great 


ufe, in eflimating the degrees of probability, a fubjeét which . 


hitherto has not begn comprifed, (no more than the general rules 
of interpretation) in any treatife of logic, or, at Jeaft, very 
flightly noticed. Of probability in general, I have treated at 
large, and found no other, branch ef mathematics neceffary, but 
comimon arithmetic, when the probability of teftimony only 4 
concerned. In other cafes, the ineftimable: works of .the late 
excellent Dr. Price, and of Mr. Morgan, fhoud be confulted. 
“¢ Omitting thofe writers, who, to very little purpofe, but: 
with great ingenuity, have applied the rules of probability te 


various.games, I believe Sir W. Petty was the firit that applied © 


them to important objects; and Leibnitz}, in the year 1669, 
applied them to politica] reafoning, in a tra¢t, which he’ com. 
pofedion the occafion of an ciection of aking of Poland. He teils 
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us*; La philofophie practique, eft fondée fur I’art d’eitimet 
Jes degrés des probations qui ne {é trouvent pas éricore dans les 
auteurs logi¢iens, Plufieurs argumens probables joints enfemble, 
font quelquefois une certitude morale, et quelquefois non; il faut 
donc une methode certaine pour pouvoir determiner. On dit 
foavent avec juftice, que les raifons ne doivent pas étre contéea, 
mais pefées ; cependant perfonne ne nous a donné encore cette 
balance qui doit fervir a pefer la force des raifons; c'olt un des 
gtands défauts de notre logique.’’ This defect L have 
endeavoured to fupply, partly from my own meditations, and 
partly from the works of Coudorcet.”’ Vol. 1. Preface, p. it. 


‘The cortimon treatifes on logic are divided into four parts, 
which treat fucceflively of * Simple Apprehenfion or Cons 
ception, —Judgment,—RKeafoning,—and Method.” The 
work of Dr. Kirwan has four correfponding div?fions, al- 
though they are diftinguifhed by different sales His fir 
part treats “* of the elements.of reafoning ;”’ his fecond, ** of 
ratiocination, and its effential principles ;’’ 3d, ‘* of the dif» 
ferent effects of ratiocination, namely, conviction, certainty, 
belief, perfuafion, prefumption, opinion, or: doubt ;”’. and 
4thly, ** of method.”’ The titles.of the fubordinate chap. 
ters prove that the fubjeéis of thefe divifions correfpond to 
thofe of the commonly adopted arrangement, however much 
they may feem to differ in the cafe of the firft three parts. 
Thus the author’s firft part'is occupied in explaining terms, 
and enumerating the different claffes into which the varidu’ 
kinds of truths or propofitions have been diftributed.’ In 
part fecond he treats of judgment, or belief, and the relations 
or propesties of things on-which it is founded; together 
with the nature of definition, defcription, and divifion. 
The third ‘part difcuffes the important fubjett of proofs or 
arguments, arranged under a vawety of heads, fuch as ‘* De- 
monilrative, proofs,—proots produftive of certainty,—-ot 
fuflicient authority,—ambiguous or fulpicious proofs,—fal- 
lacious prools,—probable proofs,” &c. &c. la diicutiin 

thefe topics, Dr. Kirwan every where difplays.an acute oa 
penetrating mind, and an extenfive knowledge of what others 
have writen on the fubjett. Yet, his manner wil® be 
thought repulfive, from the brief and fententious mode of 
writing which he has adopted; and ihe want of connettion 
aod unity in the fucceflive paragraphs into which his. chap- 
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ters are divided... This we think a ferious defclt inthe 
work, a8 jt renders the fubject more dry and forbidding 
than it neceflarily is ot wfelf; while it aught to have beep 
the author’s endeavour to make-it, if poflible, attradtive tp 
the fludent. In every fyftem of fehool logic, a:number of 
technical and abftract terms muft, of neceflity, be defined 
and illuftrated ; but the explanations of thefe terms fhould 
‘pot themfelved be couched in abfiraé and ambigaous |an- 
guage, but thould contain an application to particular cafes, 
‘and fix the attention to precife and definite objects, 

‘In the following’ paflage, though fome particular examples 
are introduced, we believe the fludent will be a good deal 


‘puagled by the author's explanation. 


“ To judge of the truth or falfchood of complex propofitions, 
four cafes thould be diftinguifhed, For, ‘firft, the principal may 
be-true, and the incidental alfo. | 
- *€ Or, fecond, the principal may be true, and the incidental 
falfe 
‘© Or, third, the principal may be falfe, and the incidental 
@ruc. a: Be 
., * Ox, fourth, the principal may be falfe, and the incidental 
alfo. , | 

‘© The firit and fourth cafes admit of no difficulty. art 

‘* But, in the fecond cafe, we’ mut obferve whether. the indy 
dental he explicative or refiridtivg ; if it be explhitative and falfe, 
yet the CNET in the opinion of. moft logicians*, is true, as 
Alexander the fon of Cyrus conquered Perfia; but ab it he refrifiive 
and falfe, then the complex is falle, as a figure. which bas thre 
fides has four angles. Bo ' 

* In the third cafe, the complex is undoubtedly falfe, as 
Alexander the fon of Philip conquered Italy,’’ . Vol. 1, pe 1176 


We deem it another deféét of the prefent work, that no 
notice is taken of fome of the moft cetebrated inventions of 
the original logical fyftem of Ajiftotle; {uch as the divifion 
of the'tén categories, which ought to have been explained 
in the firft part.° The account of definition alfoy though 
judicioufly executed, is defe&ive in not explaining the 
Ariftotelian doétrine of definition, by means of genus 
{pecific difference; inftead of which tt aferibes to a real det 
finition the office of affigning the effential property that 
diftinguifhes the thing defined from all other beings. The 


» —") 





“ Warts, Part II. chap, ii, fec. 5. Port. Roy. ninthedi- 
tion, p. 188. : 


bufinels 


- 





- —— of a 


aot 


~ eal se” ct oe 











Kerwan's Logic. "259 
baGinels of \a'teminal definition, is allowed by this author to 
‘be merely to. explain the wame of a thing. But furely the 
following is a very fingular example of iuch a nominal de- 
tion = , ; 


*¢ The nominal definition .of water, ot rather of the word 
water, 19 an moderous, eolourlefs, tattelefs, liquid, convertible 
into fteam. at the heat of 212°, and into ice at she temperature of 
32°, and a folvent for falts,; gums,’’ &c, 


Some of thefe properties, and peppy. te convertibi- 
lity into fteam at 212°, and snto ice at 32°, as lurely diffinguifh 
water efientialty from all other fubftances, .as its peculiar 
compolition of ‘* 87 parts by weight of- oxygen, and 13 of 
hydrogen air in a corcrete ftate,”” which 1s given by Dr. 
Kicwan as the real definition of water, and as indicating ‘* its 

hyfical conftitution, and the ingredients of which it con- 

fs,” To do this in ifany cafes may not be poffible, al- 
though the fubftance in gueftion may admit of a real defini- 
tion; that is, may have fome chataéteriftic property pointed 
out, by which it is diftinguifhéd from all other fitnilar fub- 
fances. This is by no, means neceflary to conflitute a 
nominal definition, which is nothing more than.a fubftitution 
of a more intelligible for a lefs familiar denomination ‘of any 
pecicular obje&. In this way feam may be defined “ aeri- 
orm water,”” ice “ folid water ;”” mdion “* a change of place;” 
and fo forth. 

The moft original part of the prefent work is ‘* the appli- 
tation of sake lapeas to probability,” mentioned in the ex- 
tratt from. the preface which, we have given. Of this, which 
occupies a good many pages, we thal! endeavour to exhibit 
afimmary to our readers. The fubjett is not altogether 
new, having been entered upon by Leibnitz, Halley, and 
others; but Dr. Kirwan has treated it more fully and mi- 
hutely than any of his predeceffors. ” 

Ii is well known to thofe who have ftudied the doftrine 

“of chances, that the value of any future contingency, or 
chance may be expreffed by a fraétion, of which the nume- 
rator denotes the number of the favourable cliances, and the 
denominator the fum of all'the chances, both favourable and 
unfavourable. Thus the chance of throwing an ace, or any 
particular number upon a common die with fix faces, bein 
ast out of 6, may be expreffed by the fraétion $. The 
higheft poMfible chance theretore, or ablolute certainty, may 
be expreffed by unify or 1. or 4f all the faces of a die 
Were marked with aces, the chance of throwing an ace, 
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which would now amount to certainty, would be 
by $= 1. On fimilar principles, doubt, or an equality of 
chances may be expreffed by }: from which it follows that 


a chance expreffed by a fraétion, whofe numerator is more * 


than half its denominator, may be confidered as probable; 
and a chance exprefled by a fra€tion whofe numerator is lefs 
than half its denominator, may be confideted as improbable. 
With refpeé to the value-of the chance of two or more 
future events, or contingencies. it is found by multiplyi 

together the fra€tions expreffing the values of the chances o 
the feparate events, if thefe be altogether independent of 
each cther. Thus the chance of throwing aces upon a pair 
of dice, is a § X |= ye; and the chance of throwing aces 
upon three dice is as 3 x4 X t= 446: and the fame would 
be the chance of throwing the aces in immediate fucceffion 


for a like number of times upon a fingle die. If the fuc. 


ceffive events be dependent upon each other, the mode of 
computation is flil! the fame, although here by the failure of 
the fri event, the fecond would be entirely prevented. In 
this cafe, having eftimated the ‘probabilities or chances of 
the two events, as if altogether unconnefted, we find the 
probability of the laft a€tually taking place, by multiplyi 
together thefe feparate chances.. Thus if we have a fn 
on board a fleet of nine fhips, and learn that of thefe fhips 
eight have beer wrecked, and that two-thirds of the crew of 
the remaining {hip having perifhed, the probability that our 
friend may furvive is as 5 X 4 = 4, only. 

To apply this do€trine to the probability of teftimony, or 
the credit due to the evidence of witneffes. ‘The princi 
qualifications by which a witnefs becomes worthy of belief, 
are integrily and knowledge; and aceording to the mi in 
which he poffeffes thefe qualifications, ought to be the 
reliance which we place in his teflimony. — Let then the 
politive integrity of a witnefs be denoted ee I, and its 
deficiency by VU; let his pofitive knowledge be exprefled 
by k, and his defe&tive knowledge or ignorance be expre 
by k’. Then the chance of his (peaking truth in ref| 
both of his knowledge and integrity, may be expreff by 


the fraétion 





kI___ For the numerator js the produét 


Ki+k I 
of the favourable chances k and }, and the denominator 1s 
the fum of this product, and that of the unfavourable 
chances k‘ and I’. This expreffion of the credibility of @ 
witnefs may be ftill farther abridged, by denoting the pre- 
duct of the chances favourable to the witnefs.os k 1, by % 
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and that of the unfavourable chances by a’, when our for- 
mula becomes —“. To combine this with the credibility 
of fats. If the atteftaion be affirmative, calling the chances 


favourable to the exiftence of the faét b, and thofe unfa- 
yourable b’, we have the probability of the faétdenoted by 


— . which being combined with the credibility of the 
ba 


witnefs, gives — If theatteftation be negative, we 
ba + b/a’. 


have to combine the probability of the faét, or . \~ 





with 





b” 
the chance againf the credibility of the witnefs, which may 
goalie 


be denoted by - 4; and from this we obtain — pe 

ai +a b a’ + b/ a, 
for the probability of a faé after its denial by a credible 
witnefs, 

Thefe formule may be exemplified as follows: Suppofe 
the probability of a fa& to be denoted by +4, and the credi- 
bility of a witnefs by .6,. In this cafe b = 8,a = 6, b'=@ 
(the difference between 10 and8), and a’ = 4 (the difference 
between 10 and 6).. It therefore the evidence here be 


olitive, we fhall have —29_. ae 9% 5 48 
batbia Sx64+2xK% 56 


=o for the probability, If the evidence be negative, we 














Ui 

fhall have —°* = Re we 32 me ® for the 
ba +b’a 3K442X6 44 ll 
probability. eae | 

When two or more witneffes teftify to the fame faét, we 
find the force of their concurrent teftimony, by forming a 
fraction, whofe numerator is the produét ot the chances ta- 
yourable to each, and its denominator the fum of this pro-~ 
du&, and the product of the chances unfavourable to each. 
Thus if the refpe€tive credibilities of two concurrent wit. 
meffes be as $,, and 75, the produé of chances favourable 
to each, or 6 x 7 = 42. The unfavourable chances, or de. 
ficiencies are 4 and 8, whofe product is 12; whence the 


4 


value of thei ined teftimony is as ue oe 48 oe I, 
heir combined t ft y ie x, be v 


If to their teftimony we were to add that of a third witnefs, 
exprefled by {%, the produét of the favourable chances 
would be 6 x 7 X 8 = 386,-arndvef the unfavourable 4 x 
Ts 3x 
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3 X 2 = 24; ahd confequently the refult 336 


336 + 24 
336 42 


aa If there is any reafon to fufpe& the collufio, 


of the witneffes, the chance of this muft be combined with 
the value of their joint teflimony, in a manner fimilar to the 
eltimate of negative teflimony given above. 

In this mode of computing the value of joint teflimony, 
Dr. Kirwan has differed from Dr. Halley, who fates, that 
where there are two concurrent witheffes of equal credibili. 
ty, the fecond does no more than leflen part of the defictency 
of the firft: whereas Dr. Kirwan eflirhates the teftimony of 
each upon its own grounds, and then combines them tos, 
gether, and we think him right in doing fo. 

The laft cafe that we fthall notice 1s, that of contrary tefti- 
mony, Which is to be eftimated upon fimilar principles as 
the negative teflimony of a credible witnefs; viz. by formin 
the numerator of our fraction of the produét of the chances 
favourable to the moft credible witrels, and unfavourable to 
the leaft credible; and its denominator of this produét, add- 
ed to the product of the deficiencies’ of the moft credible, 
and the chances favourable to the leaft eredible. Thus let a 
witnels, whofe credibility is ~%, be oppofed by a witnefé 
whole credibility is ,4; then the chances favourale te the 
firft are 9, and the deficicnog of the fecond 2, whofe pro. 
duct is 18. The deficiency of the firft is 1, and -the credis, 
bility of the fecond 8, whofe produ& 1s 8, fo that the value 


: = 1s 18: 9 
of their oppofing teflimony is -+-— = If we 


i648 26°] 
wifhed to eftimate the credibility of the fecond witnefs, 4 


, ; 1 
oppofed by the teflimony of the firft, it would be i 


—_—_— 
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The following formula exhibits an expreffion of the pros 
bability of a faét combined with the value of the teftnnony,. 
both of affirming and denying witheffes. Let the chances 
favourable to the probability of the fat = b, and the unfae 
vourable == b’. Let the chances favourable to the credit 0 
the witneis who affirms = a, and his deficiency =)a’, Let 
the chances favourable to the credit of the witnefs who, 
denies =n, and his deficiency = n’. Then the réfulting 


probability of the fat will be —-02™ 





ban’ + b/ an, 
6 It 
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Te is juftly obferved by Dr. Kirwan, that Mr. Home, in. 
fis Effay on Miracles, has offered a very erroneous rule for 


» Bilaficing contradi€tory teftimonies, viz. dedufting the ms 


ferior credibility from the fuperior.’ If this rule were ads 


* witted, it would follow that the credibility of the moft 
_ refpeGiahle witnefs might be deftroyed; by the oppofition of 


one of doubtful credit. Thus if the credibility of the one 
were .°;, anid of the other only $,, there would remain no 
more than 4% for the firft: witnefs, or a credibility below: 


‘that of his opponent. With the fame propriety might it be 


urged, that the credibility of two ‘concurrent witnelles, - is 
equal to the /am of their feparate credibilities. This inthe; 
refent cafe wotild give a credibility of 44, or more than 
unity, or abfolute certainty, whieh is abfurd. 

The principles upon which Dr. Kirwan conduéts his: 
calculations, appear to us to be yult; and we think the fub-. 
je@ not only curious, but toa certain extent ufeful, as des: 
termining the rheory of pofitive and “negative tellimony. 
With regard, however, to its praétical utility, we are by no 
means fo {anguine as the author; as we do not fee how the 
defideratum tefpeGing the exa&t amount of the credibility of 
any witnefs, or probability of ariy fatt isago be fatisfaétorily 
fapplied. It feems vain to expeét, that the value of telti- 
mony ¢an ever bé meafured with mathematical. precifion. 
A firm lar atternpt was made by the ingenious Dr. Hutchefon, » 
to exhibit the degree of virtneand vice in human conduét : 
by means of dirett and inverfe ratios. The formuiz in 

oth cafes may be mathematically accurate, and liable to no 
odjettion, as tong as we-are concerned only witlr the alges. 
braical fymbols. But when we attempt to apply fuch rules 
to particular cafes, and to.fubfitute numbers for letters, we 
hall find that the thoaghts and feelings of the mind cannot’ 
be fulijeéted to méafurement; and that the attempt to seduce 
them to a feale, is little lefs abfurd than the weighing fun- 
béams in a balance. ‘ | ’ 

Having difcuffed the fubje@ of teftimony, Dr. Kirwan 
proceeds to tieat of axioms and maxims, of falle principles, 
and of fophifins, on all of which many valuable ebfervations 
will be found in his work. The illuftrations in the chapter 
on fophifins, we chink peculiarly well chofen. The doc- 
trine of fyllogifm is next confidered, and handled with great 
perfpicuity, fo far as it goes. It is, however, deficient in 
one very important point, as it He ho account of the 
chaffification of fyllogifms, according to meod and figure, 
lhis we cannot but confider as a radical defeét, which 18 by 
20 means fupplied by the ra given of the or: 
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by which legitimate fyllogifms muft be governed; or the 
table of the rules by which their premifes and conclufion: 
should be formed. The omifion 1s the more remurkable, ag 
the terms mood and figure of a fyliogiins repeatedly occur in 


Dr. Kirwan’s work, and muft be totally unintelligible to the 


fludent, though fuppofed to confhitute fo important a par 
of his art. 


The fourth part of the work which treats of method, cone ‘ 


tains a difquifjtian which we fcarcely looked for in fucha 
perfurmance, though no doubt clofely connected with the 
fubject of reafoning. We here find a pretty ample invefti. 
gation of the qualifications and difqualifications of witnef 
the rules for examining them, and the proper mode of inter- 
preting writings, as eftablifhed by the law and _prattice of 
our own country. In this part of his work, Dr. Kirwan 
appears in the charaéter of i 

logician ; yet it cannot be doubted that the fubjeél, as here 
handled, may be both interefling and ufeful to all clafles of 
readers. 

Upon the whole, if the work of Dr. Kirwan does not 
form a complete and f{cientific Treatife of Logic, it may 
fately be recommended as containing feveral important. and 
ye, views of detached parts of the fubjeét; and it will 
un 
of {cience, and who have ftudied its elements in morg 
methodical and fyftematic works. 





Art. VI. The Crufaders, or the Minflrels of Acre. A 
Poem. +o. 152 pp. 12s. Cadell and Davies. 1808. 


Tes name of Minftrels, and the form and meafure of the 

verfe in this poem will fo immediately recall to every 
reader the writings of Mr, W. Scott, that we cannot @ 
juitice to the anonymous author without ftating, in his 
own words,” how much he acknowlecges and how much he 
denies of the charge of imitation, which is fo likely to be 
niade. He fays; 


Though it will fufficiently appear to the readers of the 
following work, that it is not an imitation of the ** Lay of the 
Jah Mionftrel ;’’ yet the firft idea of com fing it was fug- 
geftec to the mind of the aurhor by the perafal of that eminently 


pyuvriful poem. He conecived that the Wild Harp, which Mr, 
Wartse 


awyer, rather than 1n that of a. 


oubtedly intereft thofe who are partial to this department. 
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Watrra Scott has touched with fo maiterly a hand, might not 
ooly adap: itfeif to a diverfity of fubjetts; but mighteyen found 


. ip unifon with the fublime lyre of {criptural prophecy.’ Preface. 


és 


~ That is to fay, we conceive, that the flyle of the poem 
jn queftion is iniended to be ufed, but applied to a very 
different purpofe. That there is no fervile imitation to be 
devetted in it We can pofitively affirm, on a perufal of ‘the 
whole: but we know not exactly what to anfwer to thofe 
who fhall fay that minftrel agents and minftrel verfe do 
conftitute, at this moment, an imitation of Mr. W.S. This, 
however, is perhaps amere difpute of words ; forthat the poem 
is in truth an original and fine compofition ; and that the 
effe& of it, in many parts, is very ftrikinyg, cannot, we think, 
be denied. 

The fcene of the poem is placed in Paleftine at the time 
of the fiege of Acre, during the crufades, and at the period 
whenthe Englifh monarch, Richard i {t, andthe other European 
fuccours arrived. It is divided into fix cantos, of which the 


‘ firlt relates the declenfion of the chriftian power in the holy 


land, confidered as a juft punifhment for the crimes of the 
Chriftians. This is followed by the-relief of Acre, the flight 
of the Soldan, and the preparation of the Chriltians to enjoy 
their triumph in Acre. Richard immediately announces that 
he will give, ‘* a royal fealt for Acre won.’’ The fecond 
canto opens with a rapid defcription of the feaft, after which 


‘the royal ladies are introduced to nye) the minftrel fong:z 


and Richard propofes the following order for the entertain. 
yrent, 


- » € Let Salem’s King * 
A bard felecét to wake the ftring, 
And firft to pour the vocal lay. 
Then, Philip +, from beneath thy fway, 
Some matter of the fong ordain, 
To emulate the eaftern ftrain. 
And minftrels laft of Englith line, 
When fleeps the fong of Paleftine, 
And foands of Gallic harp have ceas’d, 
Shall clofe and crown their monarch’s feat.” P, 30. 


It happens, however, that Englifh bards have completely the 
upper hand, for Lufignan names an Englifhman, and Richard 
brings two, fo that there is only the folitary poet of Philip to 
oppole to that vaft body of Englith minftrelly. The bard ap. 
pointed by Lufignan completes the fecond canto by the narra- 
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_* Lufignan, the. King of France. 
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tive of the deftru€tion that fell upon the army Of Conrad nf 
Eniperor of Germany, fn confequence of trufting to faithle 
guides from Conftantinople. In the third canto, Behar. 
din, the minftrel of Philip, a native of Mount Jura, fings the 
misfortunesof his own family ; and the cruel perfecution of hig 
father as a heretic, for having imbibed the tenets of the Vaudais 
or Albigenfes. The fourth cantoisoccypied by Richard’sbard 
Egbeit, who relates his own captivity toan Arab matter, and 
his attendance upon him in a pilgrimage to Mecca. After 


this, we confefs that we fhould fuppole, that. ** barons fierce, . 


and ladies high’’ would have been * cloy’d with raptured 
minitrelfy.”” But their appetites were more powerful. They 
now. fix their eyes on Richard’s favourite bard, whio rifes. 
and fills two long cantos with prophetic fong ; taking a’com- 
plete view of the fates of Chiriflianity from the recall of the 
Jews to their own land, till the confummatign of all things, 
as drawn from the ancient prophets, and the apocaly ple. 
This ts the part in which the author fulfils his promife of 
trying to make the harp of minflrelfy ‘* found in anifon 
with the fublime lyre ot feriptural prophcey.’’ The attempt 
was bold, and much ability ts difplayet in the conduét of it}: 
but we much doubt whether it can be faid to have fucceeded. 
The great obfcurity which pervades the whole *; the ltle, 
probability that either barous or ladies, in the 12th century,’ 
could be made to attend fo long to a minftrel’s fuppofed ins) 
terpretation of the prophecies of Gog and Magog, the mil: 


lennium, and the heavenly Jerufalem, muft ever, notwithe, 


flanding the merit ot particular parts, make thefe cantos a. 
heavy load upon the poem ;. which ought alfo, as a compofi- 
tion, to have finifhed with thé fourth canto.. - The vaft ap- 
pendix of prophetical matter, put into the mouth of a finger, 
not at all likely to.have been [o infpired, 18 truly detached 
from the reft, and may be feparated without an effort. It 
is probable that the author efteems this part moll, as having 
colt him moft labour; but few readers will agree with him, 
except perhaps in the fenfation of labour. 

We have no doubt that this poem proceeds ftom fome 
well fhilled and well praétifed hand. It contains on the 
whole fo much fine writing, that, though the author chooles 


to be unknown, we are convinced he 18 not obfciire. He 
has made the ftyle his own, ‘which he chofe to imitate, and . 
Writes in it with original force. To the mechanifm of his 


; — 





'* When we fay obfcutity, we do not mean in the expreffions, 


But in the fabjeé. 
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yerfe we have nothing to objet, éxcept the occafional intro- 

duétion of the irsegular and hopping lines, which though 

‘tolerable for oncé, a8 a copy of an unformed ftyle, ooh 
never to be repeated.. We {peak of fuch lines as thefe, 


“ Towred city, and wealthy town 
And ¢aftles’* they ery, ‘* will wreft, and lands,’* 


Or thefe 


«¢ © had but our holy father the Pope 

Been prefent the difnral deeds to fee : 

By bell and-bosk and candle and rope ue 
Some awful curfe on thofe he had fent.”?. P. 67. 


It is true that the. poet generally abftains from introducing 
them when he writes in his own perfon *, but as the greater 
part of the poem is {poken by minilrels there is too abun- 
dant opportunity for introducing them ; and thé opportunity 
is too often taken. © We have fometimes frowned at them in 
the Lay of the laftMinftre!l ; but to meet them elfewhere is 
too much. ; 

Having given our unbiaffed opinion both for and againft 
this poem, we Will now conclude by producing a few 
fpecimens of the ability, which we have atuributed to the au- 
thor. The image in the following ftanza is confeffedly 
taken from the defcription of the relief of Gibraltar, in Cap. 
tain Drinkwater’s Journal. 


«¢. © Declar’ft thou good ? Declar’ft thou ill ?” 
For lo! the fignal from the hill 
Mightier powers announces near. 
What fervid hope! What chilling fear ! 
In blank fufpence chriftian and paynim gaze ; 
For on the main the fog of morning fleeps— 
‘ What contain the vapoury deeps ?’— 
But fpiring through the gloom below 
Foretts of mafts the wat n hails. 
Behold the mift at once upraife 
Its curtain; and apptoaching flow 
In foleain majetiy, the fails 
While gentle breezes rife to cheer, 
The univerfal fleet appear! 
as ae 4 
* Not always: for, in page 18, we have: 
“* And abbots are come from convent halls.’’ 


The omiffion of ‘‘ are’? would make it meafure ; and generally 
a flight c would doit, See alfo the whole ftanzas, 20 and 


et, Canto I, 
Whence 
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Whence and what this new relief ? 
Fortrefs and fhore difeordant ring. 
Tis England’s navy. Who the chief? 
The lion-hearted King.’”? P. 16. 


The abundance of new ubegee and new defcriptions 


which the author has been enabled to introduce, in con. 
fequence of the fubjeéts he has taken, gives a confiderable 
intereft tothe poem. The following dreadful piéture of a 
boy loft between the clefts of ice in the Glaciers, is taken in 
fubflance from Coxe’s Swifferland. 


«* And now we mark where, Chamouny, 
Gleams to the fun thine icy fea: 

And as befide the gelid pile 

Bright flowers and ruddy fruitage {mile ; 
O’er belts of cloud the needles frown, 

On fubject Alps Mont Blanc looks down. 


Buoyant his frame with youthful joy, 
Our fteps my brother, much-loved boy, 
More loved as brother fole, purfues : 
Now here, now there, with rapid change 
Quick darting, plies the excurfive range, 
Stops fhort, and brifk his {peed renews, 
Now confident in crampon’d * heel, 

And mountain pole with fpike of fteel, 
He roams o’er winter’s billowy reign: 
His flight down flopes of cryftal wings ; 
Climhs the fmooth fteep; furmounts the ridge 5 
Treads in mid air the froftwork bridge ; 
And o’er the clefts that rend the plain 
Swift as the claftic chamois f{prings. 


My brother! why that chafm deep 

Of yawning width with venturous leap 
Encounter ?.Stay thy bound.—He falls ; 
And on the flender pole, whofe ends 

Have lodged upon the glaffy walls, 

Hangs in the void ! Hafte, hafte, my fire, 
To aid—Alas ! Retire, retire ! . 

‘The wood has broken ! The parent bends 
O’er the dire gulf: no found afcends : 

Tis filence, filence of the grave , 
Give rope—let down the hooks—give more-—~ 
In vain; the abyfs exhaufts our ftore, 

Still tathomlefs !—-—* The God who gave—— 

* O bid a parent’s heart obey — 

‘ The God who gave may take away!’ ” P. 62. 


TE 


* Armed with fpikes, called crampons. Revs 
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Another remarkable piéture, but tremendous alfo,’ is taken 
from Bruce and ‘other travellers, of the paffing of the poifon- 
ous wind in Arabia called Simoom, Samiel, or Kamfin; 
which is fatal to every one who inhales it. , 


*¢ How ftill the air, 

Deathlike ! And why that fiery glare, 

As glowing iron fades to red, 

Tinging yonder eafteta gloom ? . 
Birds of the defert foaringfeream;  . =. ~~: * 
Then prone drop lifelefs. O’er the ground 
Moves a blue haze, With roftling found . -- 
Onward a parching vapoury ftream hibit 
As from the furnace———* The Simoom !)' -) 
Exclaims the fheik—* Who'breathts is dead!* + © 
With noftrils on the fand impreft, - 
Proftrate we fhun the burning peft. 


Slew raifed from earth my face, when pat 

1 deem the fuffocating blat ; 

Sick my heart, each eyeball fwims.——~ 

‘How fares the fheik ?’? Behold him laid 

Still proftrate! © Rife: the danger’s o’er.’-— |. 
He moves not.—‘ Ceafe to be difmay’d.’— 
Silent! § Didf& thou the fire inhale ?—- - 

How beats my anxious breaft! With limbs 

Yet trembling from the poifonous gale, 

I turn him. He thall rife no more! 

Black on his forehead fwells the veins ; 

His cheek emboff’d with purple ftains : 

Profufe At every pore he bleeds : fe 
From every bone the melting flefh recedes."*  P. of. 


The bard who fings the prophetic fong im the two lat 
cantos, is defcribed as little, af at all, Jefs than a€tually infpir- 
ed. But the defcription is animated and poetical. 


«© And when in groves of Paleftine 

His harp he fmote, at eve’s decline, 

And gave to prayer and praife the lay : 

So bleffed was the ftrain, | 

You would have thought the Pfalmift {weet 

Had left awhile his ftarry feat, — 

And fwept en Sion’s hill his ancient chords again, 


Now rapt he fat in thought profound : 
Now caft a fervid glance around : 
Now panted quick, now fcarcely feemed to breathes 
Now gazed on heaven above, and now on earth beneath, 
And oft againft his labouring breaft 

With 
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With finewy ftrength his-hands he preft, 
As though the pent and &ruggling flame 
Would rend the ties of mortal frame. 


Wide flow his hair and’ filver beard: 

Athwart the hall he fprang : 

His harp, befide the orie}year’d, 

He feized, he {wept with, wildeft elang. 

Flath’d from his eyes the intemal fire. 

From king to eas), from earl to knight, 

Through bofoms never moved in figh 

Though Greek confpired with paynim to ceftrop, 
An awful thudder rap ; 

As though a being more than man 

Struck a more than hamaadlyre. 

Again the herp he fmote : again the fhudder tan. 
Yet was the foynd a fzain ot joy: 

But joy fo facred and fo dread 

As burfts upon the martyr’d dead, 

When, cleanfed each tatnt of earthy leaven; 
From dungeon gloom or blazing ftake, 

Their trance of death diffolved, they wake 

And find themieives in Heaven.’” -P. rog.. 


In the fong, the author has chofen to give his own view of 
the {criptural prophecies yet to Be fulfilled, which is partly 
fketched in profe, in his notes ; but particularly in the note 
on p. 115; yet with the modeft caytion which’ the: fubjeé 
demands. In the folemn fong itfelf there are afluredly 
many fine and fublime paffages. But though we applaud 
the defirg ta introduce thefe awfulfubjetts, by the charms 
of poetry, to the attention of the general reader, wé doubt 
whether « cam ever have complete effedt.. The infpired 
words of fcriptural prophecy, become, to our apprehenfion, 
lefs fublime when imterwoven, with the ftrains of common 
oetry ; and the refleétion that the infpiration is now no 
onger.real, is always counteratting the beft efforts of the 
mere human poet. We objeé therefore rather to the plan 
than the execution of this part of the poem, which is.written 
' with great power of flyle; hut fails in its effet, on hecaufe 
it attempts what cannot be performed; and becaufe nothing 
can give probability to fuch a lay, as fung at a feaft, even 
betore the chiefs of the Crufaders in the Holy Land. 


* ART. 
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Ant. Vil. The Knights: Tales illuftrative of the Marvellous. 

By R. C. Dallas, Efq..3>Vols. 8vo. 158, Longman 
' and Co. “1808. 





Nellas's Knighis: 2UL 


: y THEN a man undertakes a work of invention, on a fub- 
YY jcé& prefcribed to him by another, and ta which he is con- 
{cious that his mind is ill fuicéd, itis almoft impoffible that he 
fhould fucceed, We were not therefore {urprifed at finding 
qi amufement in the perufal of Mr. Dallas's Knighis.; for 
e had in his :preface prepared us to expett even lels than we 
have found. . ‘ | 


“« Having written,” fays he, *© Tales illuftrative of the jim. 
ple and the Aurprifirg, I confented to try my re on the Marvelloas. 
I found my mind ill fuited to the attempt ; but having undertaken 
it 1 refolved: to’ perfift'in it; and F have not fcrupled to borrow 
largely trom foreign fources.’’ ; 


‘ 


In thefe cireumflances to haye produced two fuch tales as 
the Knight of Tours, and the Kni i Errant, which feem to 
have been compoled by fits and ftaits,.and with reluctance 
equal to that, with which they were undertaken, is a proof of 
no common vigour of mind; and the moral of thestales are 
{uch as we had reafon to expect from the author of Percival 
and Aubrey. ea uci re 
The knight of Tours is a young man of noble birth but of 
fmal| fortune, who at the era of the Crufades was brought 
up as a page in the court of Sigiffnund Count of Tours, ull 
his own merit procured for him the order of Knighthood ; 
the admiration, of the whole court; cad the love of the 
Count’s only daughter. Egremont (for this was his name) 
was perfectly aware that none but the fon of a fovereiga 
prince could rationally hope to obtain the hand of the accom, 
pied Hippolita; the prince's herlelf was equally aware that 
er father would never confent to her marrying BTEMORE 
and Dagobert the fon of Sybilla whom St aie ad lately 
made her flepmother, paid Lis addreffes ty her, not. from’a 
fenfe of her merits, but from a delire to fucee¢d in her right to 
the fovereignty of Tourraine. Inan unguacded otal sible 
lita yielded to the defires of Egremont, and in due.time pres 
fented him with a fon. To this part of the tale objeftion 
may be made; but it is perfeétly confiflent with the moral t 
the age of Chivalry, Which in many refpects, and particulars 
ly in the amours of is heroes and heroines, refembied hes 
roic age of Homer and other ancient .pocts, whofe greateft 
sien | Watriors 
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warriors were the fons of goddeffes and princes, as the mof 
accomplifhed knights were the illicit offspring of princeligs 
and unknown knights errant ! . 
When Sigifmund difcovered the difgrace of ‘his daughter, 
he doomed her to perpetual confinement in a dungeon, and 
her lover to the cruelleft death ; but being at that inflant fum. 
moned by his liege lord, Philip of France, to accompany him 
with his vaffals to the holy wa, he left the execution of his 
vengeance to Sybilla and her fon, two perfons Who are de. 


fcribed as deftitute of every generous fettiment, and as indeed 


having nothing human about them but their form. Egremont 
however efcaped the vengeance of Sybilla and Dagobert, and 
carried with him hisinfant fon, whom he was obliged at lat 
to leavetothe mercy of lis enemies, or to be torn in pieces by 
wild beafts. ‘Through.a train of incredible, or as the author 
calls them, marvellous advenuures, Egremont, after thrice fav. 
ing the life of Sigifmund when in the moft imminent danger, 
obtains not from him but from the Commanders of the Chnil- 
tian armies in Syria the fovereignty of Edeffa. . He then 
returns to France, and by his fingle arm, raifes the fiege of 
the city of Tours; refcues his beloved Hippolita from the 
wretched prifon into which Sybilla had caft ter; claims her 
as his wife; and with the confent of Sigifmund carries her of 
to Edeffa, | 

Fo fuch as delight in the marvellous this would have been 
a very interefling tale, were it not perpetually interrupted by 
the adventures of Tourville and Vigletta, wich contribute 
“rer to the cataflrophe of the piece, Tourville and his 
miftrefs are indeed the friends of Egremont seek a 
and therefore perfecuted by their Common cnemy ybilla; 
their hiftory is likewife more marvellous, if poffible, and in ie 
felf not lefs interefling than that of the principal hero and he- 
roine ; but from firfl to laff they are feparated from eich other 
as well as from their friends, and their hiflory is never brotight 
to a conclufion, After various efcapes from fu ernatural 
dangers in different regions of the world, Tourville is left ina 
burming fever on the road to Damafcus, and Violetta at the 
court of Antioch; and the reader learns nothing more of 
either of them, till the concléfion of the tale, when the author 
informs him of the “ likelihood that they both efcaped their 
danger, and afterwards met, for they were known to be the 
ornaments of the court of Edeffa!” 

In the account of the Mefologues, whofe infatuated love of 
Mufic had made them lofe the uf of fpeech, and learn to com= 


municate thet ideas to each other by notes ftruck or playedon 
ftringed or wind inflruments, there is much keen and Saas 
ature; 
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fuire; but we are afraid that x is too délicate to be always felt, 
by thofe for whorti it feems’to be chiefly intended, whillt he 
who -recolle&ts Swift's Academy of Lagado will..probably 
think that on this oceafien Mr. Dallas has borrowed from a 
fource not fufficiently foreign. The feathered Syrians, and 
the. mchanted :heads and limbs are likewile. not original ; 
put‘to all thefe fi¢tions, which contain nearly the whole in+ 
firn@ion that can be derived from the tale, a more formidable 
rey will probably be, that they occuran the adventures 
of the fubordinate charaéters. 

Perhaps too it may be thought that poetical juftice is not 
fufficiently difplayed at the sis, of the. tale. te. 
mont and Hippolita recover indeed their long loft fon ;. and we 
agree with the author that the fight. of their happinefs muft 
have been to the envious heart of Sybilla more exquifite tor- 
tures than any that could have been inflicted on cher by. the 
hand of man; but’ Dagobert was too dull of apprebenfion to 
confider as the punifhment of his wiekednefs. what he fuffered 
inthe Caftle, which he believed to be Hell. He fhouldthere- 
fore have been punithed either by Sigifmand, or by the Duke 
of Brittany’s accomplithed fon, both of whom he had injured 
in the groffeft manner, and with:the latter of. whom the 
reader ees regret that he has not been made better ace 
quainted. 

Perhaps the fecond tale is fuperior in value to the firft ; 
but we are not fure that it is with great propriety entitled the 
Knights Errant. The héro is a French gentleman of the 
name of De Joinville, who falls in love with Felicia de Bel. 
mont, a young widow in his neighbourhood, by whem he ig 
equally beloved. Both the lady andthe gentleman, however, | 
had been accuftomed to read romances and novels, till their 
underftandings were difordered; and Felicia, inthe fpirie of 
the hervines of chivalry, banifhed her lover for ever from hee 
prefence for an imaginary offence. This De Juinville thought 

fettly right, becaufe conformable to the condu& of the 

of romance. ‘He fallied out.cheréfore, with the fon of 
apeafant for his fquire, not much better equipped than the - 
champion of La Mancha; and, duri x hats al of a-few . 
pages, we were apprehenfive that Mr. Dallas was about to do 
Over again, what no man has ever done or prubably ever will 
do fo well as the inimitable Cervantes ; but our apprehenfions 
were quickly at an end; for the ramblé of our knight neither 
extends to a great diftance, nor is of duration. Ata little 
Inn, a few miles from his own houle, he was amufing. hims 
felf with a book of chivalry left with him by his {quire, who 
bad gone home on a very ridiculous errand; and his heated 
U imagination, 
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oP oor immediately led him :to confound» himnfélf with 


‘tthe hero of the piece, and to believe that as an invincible 
knight he was tranfported into the country of Aifhefis. In 
this part of the tale the marvellous 1s extremely well kept up, 
and afterwards as well explained. 

In the account of the manners and principles of the Aif. 
thefians, and particularly ot Neurowthe a 9 the country, 
we have inuch exquifite fatire, which no reader of tafte and 
judgment will fail to apply, as the author undoubtedly means 
it to be applied. We have next a fatirical fairy tale of ve 
confiderable merit; but it isnot. equal to the allegory of 
Aifthefis; and we cannot but regret that the {quire is. made 
to commit a blunder, by which the one is fubftituted for the 
other, before the frlt was finifhed. 

The hiflory then returns to Felicia, who, with extravagance 
greater than even that of-her lover, transforms herje/f intea 
Knight Errant, and her maid into a fquire! fhe too meets with 
enchantments, which are naturally accounted for, alter the 
reader has been for areafonable time allowed to mdulge him. 
felfin wonder; but when fhe awakes from her dream, fhe en- 
counters a real danger, from which, as ufual in {uch cafes, 
fhe is refcued by the unexpeéied arrival of De Joinville. 


«« She loved De Joinville, and being now frightened out of het 
folly, conceiving toe that fhe owed.him more perhaps than the 
clowns meant to rob her of, fhe not only fuffered his careffes, but 
frankly retutned them: fhe preffed his hand, and thanked hist 
with a graceful fmile for the fervice he had rendered her. De 
Joinville expreffed his delight with the ardour natural to bim, and 
prevailed upon her to accompany him to the houfe of a friend of his 
in the neighbourhood, in order to take fhelter for the night. In 
the way Felicia huving recovered by experience the common fenfé 
fhe had loft by her reading, ridiculed her own folly fo unmerc- 
fully, and rallied De Joinville on his with fo much humour mixed 
with kindnefs, that before they reached their’ afylum: for the 
night, he was convinced that men who deviate from the paths of 
reality into thofe of imagination are allied to lunatics. . » + 

‘« After fpending a few days with the friend of De Joinville, 
at whofe houfe they had been warmly received, during which ime 
the amiable Felicia de Belmont promifed tq beftow her hand on het 
happy lover, at the.end of a month after her return to Belmont, 
they fet out together for home, attended by Blaife and’ Babet (the 


male and female {quires), at the time appointed, Felicia fulfilled 


her promife in beftowing her hand on De Joinville, and one of 
Claufes in the marriage fettlement was, that none of their childres 
frould ever be allowed to read novels of any defcription. 

‘© Blaife and Babet were united at the fame time, but no fettle- 


ments being neceflary for them, they made a borfirey on the or 
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their wedding day, of Balife’s whole library of books, to-be cer. 
tain that not one of them fiould fall into the harids of their off. 
Ipring.’” | 

The language of thefe tales ig more flovenly we think than 
that of Percival, and Mr. Dallas’s other works, which is the 
hatural-confequence of their having ** lain long,” as he fays 
they did, ‘in an unfinifhed fate,” and of their having been 
then completed, probably, with relu€tance. Something of this, 
however, may be attributed to the little attention whieh feems 
to have been paid to the correéting of the prefs ; but the prac- 
.tice of confounding aétive with paffive verbs of firiilar fouind 
and fignification, which has lately becortie fo prevalent as to 
threaten the total corruption of the Englifi language, induces 
us to point out the following fentence as undoubtedly bar- 
barous. | 

‘* Befides, Scigneur, by thinking of fomething elfe you will 
return to the contemplation of the incomparable beauties of the 
divine lady Felicia with double relifh, juit as I ufed to /et dowsz 
(fit dewn) to the incomparable flavour of a delicate turkey after 
eating boiled pork fur a week.’ 


wiles 





Art. VIIL. Three Difcourfes on the fullowing Subjects : I. The 
complete Happine/s 4 righteous Perfons will nat take place 
before the general -Refurrection and Judgment. Il. The 
State of the Saul between Death and the Refurreétion. . LI. 
The Bleffed, in Leaven, will diftinguifh and know thofe whe 
were dear to them upon Earth. . Preached in the Parifh 
Church of Bofton, in the County of Lincoln, By the Rev. 
Samuel Partridge, M.A. Vicar, 12mo. 18 pp. . 28 6d. 
Hellaby, Bolton; Rivingtons, and Lackington, London, 
1808, 


Wwe have before mentioned; with due comtmendation, 
. Sermons altered and adapted to the Englifh Pulpit 
by this moft meritorious:and judicious writer, from various 
French preachers*. Thefe, as We never entertained any doubt 
that they would, are now paffing rapidly through a fecond edi- 
tion, thus proving, that the opinion of the public is in unifon 
With our own. Thefe three Difcourfes are altered from 


_ *€ Sermons far l’Evat Intermediate entre la Mort et la bien. 
beureufe Refurreétion : Auxquels-ou a joint un Difcours fur cette 


* See Br, Cr, Vol, x. p. 251, and xxvi, p. 81. 
WU 2 queftion » 
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on: Si les bienheufeux réconnoitront, dans Te ciel, ceug 
avec’ lefquels ils converferent fur la terre: par J. M. Roux, 


Pafteur de WEglife Wallonne, de Maeftricht.—Amfterdam, 
1803. rep" 


They are very eloquent and impreffive difcourfes, upon a 
fubject which muft be fympathetic with every feeling bo'om, 
and Mr. Partridge, as on the former occafion, has demonf. 
trated much dexterity and foiind judgment. The following 
{pecimen can require no apology. 


«© Jf we are corivinced of this reunion in the future ftate ; we 
muft feel-a ftrong fatisfaction in the profped of it. 

** On this grand fubject, the Roman orator (Cicero) exprefles_ 
himfelf to this purpofe: ‘1 vehemently defire to fee again thofe,, 
whom I once honoured and loved; and not only thofe whom 
I perfonally knew, but them alfo of: whom I have heard or 
read, whofe virtues hiftory has taugltt me to revere. O gloriom 
day! when I fhall be admitted into the fociety: of thofe, for 
who feparation from me I was confoled, only by the hope that 
it would be of fhort continuance. And if this fond hope be 
no more than a delufion, yet it fhall remain with me, and cheet. 
the days which I have itil) to pafs upon earth !’ 

«‘ If fuch was the language of reafon, obfcured by Pagan 
doubts and uncertainties; what muft be that of a Chriftian, 
who bas a hope. fo much better founded, an aflurance fo much 
more ftrong, of meeting in heaven thofe righteous perfons, whol 
faith and courage and charity he admired upon earth; of learn- 
ing, by communication with them, their crials, and the depth of 
the wifdom, and boundlefs extent of the mercies of God; of 
living im the fociety of all whe were good and excellent among 
‘ all people, nations, and languages ;’ of being reunited with ail 
who. had deferved his tender affe&tion, and with all to whont he 
was dear; of fharing in their-happinefs, and. being never again 
feparated ; of finding them even more worthy. of an‘ endilefs at- 
tachment, as they will be purified from thofe earthly imper- 
fections, which impair, alas! tow often, the moft tender rela. 
tions! ‘To meet again thofe whom we. loved.and were clofly 
connected with upon earth, now freed from. all. their former 
weaknefies ; from inconitancy of temper, _unreafonable pres 
judices, imperious paflions, which, in. this life, were fometimes 
an alloy of our matual happinefs. Surely this muft be a joy, 
furpafling even that which will arife from the fociety of juft mea 
made perfect, with whom we had no antecedent relation or com- 
munication. Inconceivably delighrful maft be our re-union 
with thofe friends, naw pesfetted in goodnefs, to find ourfelres, 
together with them, fan¢tified by the grace of the Redeemer, en+ 
lighteaing and purifying, our immortal nature, and forming -86 
toa glorious refemblance of himfelf! Shall we nos then jom 

9 eat 




















Partridye’s Three Difcourfes. LTT 


eur hearts and: voices with thofe of our heavenly friends in 

blefing and extoiling Him ‘who fitteth upon the throne ; 

and rH#&£ Lams, which hath rede@med us by-his blood?’ Ifour 
union with fuch friends upon earth, however imperfect, was the 
greateft happinefs of life; what can we. think of * the city of 

God, the..heavenly Jerufalem, the. innumerable company of an. 

gels, the general afiembly and church of .the firft born, and 

fpirits of juft men made perfect!’ ! fon wee, 

« Weld may Chriftians fay: O glorious.day! whenwe fhall be 
admitted into this heavenly fociety !: where peace, and love, and 
happinefs fall. reign for ever! where they, whom virtue had 
for a time united upon earth, fhall. be re-united eternally, ‘enjoy. 
ing together an unchangeable. bleffrdnefs and, glory! There will 
be renewed, and fubfit for ever, mutual gratitude for paft kind. 
nefles, and a perfe@t union of hearts: there. will be no more doubt 
and diftruft, but an exalted affection for truth and virtue, anda 
reciprocal, feeling. of unmixed’ happinefs: there’ they will look 
down upon the once+imagined greatnefs, and the vain pleafures,« 
of their former earihly condjtions; they will retrace, with fatis- 
faction, thofe fhort but fad .yeary of life, in which they ftrove 
againit themfelyes and a corrupted world to become good ‘and 
holy: shere, they will give glory to. God; who led! theni, as it 
were, by the hand, through Jo.many tials; and, confefling his 
mercies, they will proclaim;with ene heart and voice, * O, how 
great is thy. goddnefs, which thou haf laid up for,them that fear 
thee,, which. thou haf wrought.for them thar truft in thee, before 
the fons of meni’, - } bli 

“ Secondly ;: From the-hope.of a future re-union, wé may draw 
trong confolatien for the prefent lofs of our relations. and friends. 

‘* ¢ We muft, through much tribulation, enter into: the king- 
dom of God.’ - Beath is one of thofe tribulations to which we, 
and all who are dear to us, muftfabmit. In vain fhall we with, 

_ as incoafiderate perfons have paflionately done, thatthe fame fatal 
Rroke, which they experience, may reach us alfoy and fpare us 
the pain of furviving them. Thefe haity withes, proceeding from 

a heart which cordiders not what is: neceflary to. its future haps 

Pinefs, will not be heard. Death will one day divide us+-we 

muft he parted from the objects of our tendereft affection. It may 

be'faid, perhaps truly, that they. whovare taken away from us, 
are happy; that they: ¢.are with the Lord.’ Butlove is ftronger 
than death, and refilts. whatever threatens to extinguith it: we 
feel the bitternefs of this parting; and we, who farvive, lament 

and mourn. Yet if the fi » who feems. to be fnatched a 

trom us for ever, is pnly a little before as ; if this death 

be. a thort interval, pre gan eternal re-union; if, amidit 

our dejection.of mind, faith and reafon joietly aflures us,—ceafe; | 

O mortal, to look at outward s| he that is now taken. 

away, fhall ene day. be re + to thee, What a , 
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for the wounded heart! Then, in the feveral relations of hof. 
band, and wife ;. of father, mother, and child; or of the faithful 
friend, whofe wifdom and virtue guided, w shile his courage pro. 
tected us ; who was: the fupport of his poor and affttGted neigh. 
bours 3 who fet before us an example of the love of God, of con- 
ftancy’ in trials, and of goodnefs in all circumftances: in each of 
thefe relations it may be faid, death hath only di¢ided us fora 
fhort time; I will not be ‘ forry like thofe who have no hope; 
why art thou caft down, O my foul, and why art thou dif. 
quieted within me? Hope thou in God, for I fhall praife him, 
who is the health of my conntenance and my God.’ Let us, 
my brethren, in all trials, comfort one another with thefe words, 
that we fhall be * together with the Lord.’ 

. Finally this hope is a ‘powerful motive to feek and to 
maintain; in the'prefent life, only virtuous friendfhips and con. 
nections, 

*€ The moft fad and overwhelming thought to a heart, capable 
of attachment is to confider thofe whom we love as beings only 
of aday, whom death threatens every moment to tear from us; 
and their good qualities, on which our affe¢tion is founded, ag 
then te be extinguifhed in ovr recollection for ever. The more 
jut and well founded is our attachment ; 
tender this affection ; fo much the more terrible is fuch a thought. 
But if, inftead of this horrible profpect, ‘we look upon thofe who 
are dear to us, as heirs of the fame immortality, as one’ day to 
be reftored to us, and to live for ever with as, ‘in the city of 
the living God,’ in fupreme happinefs; then, how precious will 


be love and friendthip, which, having’been our delight upon earth, 
will be renewed and perfected in heaven, 


«© Let us feel, then, the importance of forming only virtaous. 


attachments, Even upon earth there is no true and ftable af- 
fection, no friendfhip worthy of fach a name, but that which is 
founded upon goodnefs, The wicked man has his accomplices, 
the proud man has his flatteters, and the’ worldly man has . 
companions. But no one can love what he does not approve, a 
confcience can approve only that which is good,’ T e love sf 
goodnefs, and the practice of goodnefs, conititute the only true 
principle of ‘union afnong reafonable ‘beings. ‘And ‘in heaven, 
in. the abode of truth and love, can we ie to find ob- 
jets of our affiction deftitute of goodnefs?, We ‘cannot: thus 


debade ourfelves: we know and are affured, that heaven is the . 
abode of the righteous, not of vicious and abandoned creatures, 3 


P. "70. 


It isnot poffibleto difmifs this article without expreffing our 
fineere hope and defire, that the author may havé“€ncou- 
ragement to, procied in this undertaking of transferring to 
our iF language, and to the Englith pulpit, fome of the bef French 

compofitions, 


the more lively and. 
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fitions of the kind, © There are abithdant, and ex-: 
cellent -refources, many. clear and beautiful fprings to! 
draw from. Mr. Partridge has long and; fucceisfully la- 
boured in the facred vineyard. ot .his profeilion, and. well’ 
deferves the thanks of; his countrymen foe what he has al- 
ready performed, as. well as to be cheered and encouraged : 
in what he may. be pleafed,.to undertake hereatter. . 6) on J 


- ‘i 
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Ant. IX: The Firfl Lines of the Practice of Surgery; being’ 
an elementary Work for Students, anda concife Beok of Refera: 
ence for Praétitioners. Part I. General Surgical Subjects. 
Part II. Particular Surgical Subjeéts.. With Copper Plates, ' 
By Samuel Cooper, Member of the Reyai Callege of Surgeons }? 
Fellow of the Medical Society-of London; and Author of Crifi»' 
cal Reflections on the Catarad?. &vo, ‘55% pp. 128.° 
Phillips,. - 1807. . 


THis auther certainly mifunderftands the.eftablithed meane; 
ing of the term Firlt Lines, The celebrated Cullen em- 
ployed thefe words to exprefs the outlines .of his, Jeétures, 
which he moft ably filled up by proofs and alluftrations de-~ 
livered. from. the - Chair:’, But the Firft Ligies, now. under 
confideration. are in the; ufual form of a furgical sreaule.—- - 
For inflead of noting every-important circumnftance wih the: 
utmoft concifenefs; much. information ts léft,out. In ‘this 
plan, the art of furgery.is.comprifed in one oftavo volume; 
moft of the fubjééts being treated with remarkable brevity, 
For example,— Ck. dema ; ‘its caufes and management are. 
concluded in two-pages : Burns hardly fill tHree; and Scro, ° 
phula, which alone would require a volute, Gecupies not. 
quite four, hi ee ee 
It was well faid—that theré was no royal road to fcience; | 
but there are lady-like roads to chemillry and aftronomy. 
pebtifbes every day;, and. Buchan’s Domeilic Medicing has 
een fu poled fit to teach the fair fex the {cience.ot phyfic, » 
Weare, howeyer, fully perfuaded that no one will attempt to» 
inllruét ladies or, dilettante in a popular method pf.amputating . 
limbs. Bufinefs of this kind is ‘not to be. fkimmed. over :..it . 
Ought to be taught fully and profoundly, or not at all. This 
epitome is addreffed princely eb fludents: but furely ftu- 
dents ought to acquire anore'than a ‘fuperficial knowledge’ of . 
lier art. ‘Ought they not'to be fully, minutely, and acou- ° 
‘ ; _ AP 4 cone Of . st tately * 
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rately: inftrudtedi in en accidents and difeafes, 


befove they take charge of the lives of the unfortunate? 

- Some abridgements are certainly ufefuk - Eminent mafers 
have condenfed: principles and aphoriims of art wh con. 
fummate kill. Such produétionsare chiefly calculated for 

feffors: ftudents: require full: ewplanations, The Fir 
ines now .in/queftion are-of a peculiar kind, they are ren. 
dered brief, not by compreffion, but by omiflions, . 
Befides thefe objeftions to the plan of the work, we arg 
not quite fatisfied with fome of the details, The chapter on 

Mortification, we think particularly abje€tionable. t he aus 
thor recommends the Lotio’ Aq. Lithatg, Acet. ‘fad good, 
an, application as, can. be ufeds”  Weknow not.onmwhat an- 
thority thisisaflerted; it is contradictory ta the femimeneof 
the be& wrnérs; The conftitutional’ ‘reatment of. this: difs 
temper we tinnk likewile extremely. das chive, *:Evecwa 
tidns, including wenefection,”’.era\mach.dwelt-upon. Bark 
is flighUy. mentioned; but: no. notiad, is taken. of} wine: or 
brandy, unlefs they are intended to be inctaded izmthe:fol- 
Jowing paflage. ‘* In other cafes the diet fhould be nourith. 
ingeand antifeptic.” nek SIE € 

- To give our readers an: adequate- notion of this work, we 
fhall extraét a portion of tlie chapter-on Eryfipelas. 

** Eryfipelasiis a kind of inflammation affeéting'the (mall 
veffels: on:the furface of the body.’> f-the:author had re- 
vifed his ‘work before he fent it to the’ prefs, he’ wauld cere 
tainly have ttruck his pen through this definition. 


We thal! pafs*over the local and conflitutional fymptoms, : 


and proceed:to the caufes of Eryfipelas, 


 Eryfipelas is intimately dependant on the: ftate.of the cony, 
Ritution. Perfons, in, the habit of drunkennefs, and other fpecies 
of intemperarice, and who, in a fate of intoxication, mect with 
Jocal injuries, offen have ‘eryfipelatous inflammation in ¢ 
quence of them. Other fubjects, who lead mofe regular lives, 
when they meet with fimilar injarie’, experience healthy inflam 
mation. ph a 

'« Ig general, eryfipelas has its principat fogrce in “4 difordered 
ftate af the cNylopoietic vifeera, and, perhaps, moftly ira’ wrong 
ftate of the bilious fecretion. It feems, alfo, to bé often con- 
netted with a fupptefiion of perfpiration ; for it never 
until this fymptom is relieved... Pi 54. : aii 


‘That drunkards are fubje€t, to, exyfipelas, is true; and.that 
both women aid children, who aré-neither prone 20 drunk- 
enuels nor any other f{pecies of intemperance, likewale 
occalionally attacked with it, is dikewife true. We — 
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ote what to: make of the alledged difordered: fate of the 
ebylopoietic vifoera, and bilious fecrerion. Wher a fever, 


exis ¢ organ of the:body: is difordered: tut thefe, ate 
effects, re not. caufes of eryfipelas. i a 

“ CONSTITUTIONAL TREATMENT OF ERYSIPSLAS, —_ 

_ The mild eryfipelas is relieved-by any gentle diaphoretic. 
A few dofes of nitre to promote the ordimary exacuncians §: she 
breathing of pure, freth air; and’ the anciphlogiftic regimen, are 
alfo very ferviceable. 

_ Bur, as-in. molt cafes, the bowels. are out of order, it is ne-. 
ceflary to give a mild purgative, fuch as the zatron vitriolatum, 
or pulv, rhe. ) 

Sometimes venefection is proper-when the: café? ## cdnjoineds 
with phiegmon ; when there are fymptoms of inflammatory fever 
prefent; when the marks) of bilious diforder are not confiderable ; 
and, particularly, when the face is.the\feat. of the attack, ; 

“ Copious bleeding; however, is: generally hurtful, and: no 
blood ought ever to be taken away when the abdominal vifcera 
ate much difordered: verte: “ rei T) 
. “ To-fevere ery fipelas other evacuatians are indifpenfable; for 
_ ufually connected with: a dérangement of: the fecretioh of; 

*« Cremor_tartari,.natron vitriolatum, manna, and. other mild, 

gatives,. given with {mall dofes;of the antim. tartariz. are the 

unedicanes in, this. fort, of cafe, iF © cisy puared 

_.* When the patient has a yery foul, tongue,.a bitter tafte in 
his mouth, and a. propenfity to vomit, if purgatives fhouwld not. 
quite remove the fymptoms of diforder im the vifeera, .ap emetic 
becomes neceffary. In fast, an emetic is indicated in every fe. 
vere cafe, and owght eyen to be-repeated. on 

_ When _purgatives only produce a temporary abatement of the 

wifceral diforders, the vitriolic.acid: proves beneficial.’’ P. 34. 


There are few difeafes in which the treatment is‘ lefs: de- 
termined, by our beft authors, than in this... Mr. Gooper 
makes very little difference between the treatment. ot, ¢ry- 
fipelas and phlegmon, which we: cannot approve, , It is) 
dually confidered,.that eryfipelas. has two oppolite tenden- 
cies: and that fometimes the antiphlogiftic, and.fometimes: 
the ftimulating plan fhowld be adopted; and this. is toxbe de- | 
termined. by .a nice examination of the fymptomg, All” 
writers have obferved that :im eryfipelas there is-olten, a dif... 
pofition to gangrene : when this occurs, and when» it is ac- 
companied with a typhoid fever, which is no uncommon 
cireumflance, we are; fully convinced that the management 
of the:cafe ought:to be the reverfe. of that which is one 
mende 
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mended by this author. Bark, cordials of every kind, ang 
opium, are then effential remedies. We with’ that on: this 


fubje& Mr. Pearfon’s Principles of Surgery had/been con- 


fulted. Thofe are Firft Lines, on the plan of Cullen; and 
we earneftly wifh they were continued through the whole 
{cience of furgery. Until this is effeGted, we acknowledge 
with regret, that the work now under confideration is not 
fitted to fupply the deficiency. 


cme — 





Arr. X.° Sermons on various Subjefis. By Willam Craig, 
D. Ds late Minifter of St. Andrew’s Church, Giafgew. A 
New Edition, with feveral additional Sermons, and a Life of 


the Author. In Two Volumes, 8vo. 15s. Edinburgh,» 


Conftable; London, Murray. 1808, 


T is not our praétice to review the fecand. edition of-any, 
work, unlefs the improvements that have been made-on 
the firft edition appear to poffefs uncommon merit, Several 
reafons however concur to induceus, on the prefent eccafion, 


to deviate from our penere rule. “Such of Dr. Craig’s Ser- « 


mons as have been long in the hands of the public, were in 
thofe hands before the commencement of our critical labours, 
fo that we had no opportunity of reviewing them ; the num- 
ber of hitherto. inedited fermons, amounting to no lefs than 
a third ph of the prefent colleétion, together with the pre 
fixed life of the author, entitle the volumes before us to be’ 
confidered as, in fome degree, a new work; ‘and the dif- 
courfes themfelves are in general fo yaluable, fo exaétly 
what, in our opinion, fermons addreffed to a mixed atidience 
ought to be, that we gladly embrace the opportunity of brifig- 
ing them to the notice of our readers. 

They are in number twenty-nine, and have all, what every 
fermon ought to have, a practical tendency , but the duties 
inculeated are the duties of a Chriftian, deduced from Chrif- 
tian principles, and enforced by Chriftian motives.. Dr, 
Craig on no occafion forgets that he is preaching the Golpel. 
The reader of thefe votumes therefore will never’ be dif- 

ited on the one hand with mere moral effays, more [uit- 
able to a {chool of philofophy than to a Chriftian church; 
nor, On the other, with declamations in praife of faith, as, 
fuperfeding the necefliry of good works. In a difcourfe 
preached at the adsniflion of a minifter to one of the churches 
" in 
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in Glafgow, the author fays, that a minifler, properly quali. 
fed for difcharging the duties of his’ facred office, will be 


prompted, . 

« With invariable conftancy and fortitude, to deelare unto his 

ple the whole counfel of Gad. «He. will faithfully and. fairly 
et before them the whole extent of their religious and moral obliga, 
fons, with all that minutnefs and detail, with which they are de. 
livered in the facred {criptures, and which he fees the circumflances 
of bis people may regnite- No averfion which their ignorance, 
their prejudice, or finful paffions, may fuggeft on this accounts 
po unpopular injurious epithets that may be given him, as a legal 
ora moral preacher, will prevail upon him either to conceal or to 
difguife any part of that divine = upon which, with the 
deepeft earneitnefs, he founds the profpect of his own falvation, 
He will fearch, with all the diligence and candour that he can,’ 
the Holy Bible, feck for genuine religion there, and frorh thence, 
rather than from any human fyftem upon earth, learn what he is 
to teach as the minifter of Chrift,’’ | 


Such are the principles laid down by this author for the 
conduét of a minifter of the gofpel, in the difcharge of that 
part of his duty which refpeéts the inftruction of the people 
committed to his care; and fuch have indifputably. been, the . 
principles on which he compofed the Sermons before us, for , 
the edification of his own parifhioners, without any view, . 
that appears to us, of afterwards giving them to the public at, 
large. They are, 3 : 

ift. On the Importance of Religion to the Virtue and 
Happinefs of Private Life; Ephef. u. 12. 2d. The Ime, 
portance of Religion to the Welfare of Society; 2 Chron, _ 
xv. 2, Sd. The Importance of believing in the Lord Jefus _ 
Chritt; St. Jobn vi. 29. 4th. The Deceitfulnels of Sin; 
Pfalm xxxvi.2. 5th. The Nature of Uprightnefs, and the 

hara€ter of the Upright Man; J/aiah xxvi.7. 6th. The 
Charafter of Jonah; Jonah iv. 9. 7th. The Conduét of . 
Nathan and David; 2 Samuel xii. 7 and 33, . The 
Chara&ter of Herod the Tetrarch; Mark vi.20. 9th. The 
Charaéter and Conduét of Judas I{cariot; Matt. xxvi. 14, 
15, 16. 10th. The Charafter ,and. Conduét, of Pontius 
Pilate ; Luke xxiii. 23,24. Lith. and.12th. The Scripture . 
Doétrine of Regeneration; John iii, 3. 18th. The One 
Thing Needful; Luke x. 41,42. 14th. On_ ublic Wore. 

IP Pfalin evil. 31,32, 15th, The Difp oO! and Con. | 
duct of our bleffed Savious at the Grave of Lazai nm 
%1. $836, . 16th.” The Temper and Conduét of. the Bere- 
ans, or the Duty of fearching the Scriptures; preached at a . 
Meeting 
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Meeting of the Synod of Glafgow, from Aé?s xvii, 4), 
i7th and 18th. On Religious Education; Prev. xxij, ¢ 
19th. The Charaéter and Obligations of a Minifler of the 
Gofpel ; preached at the Admitfion of the Rev. Mr, George 
Bonnatine to be Mirfiffer of tie Wynd-Church of Glafgow, 
from Matt. v. 13. The Charge to the Minifter, The 
Charge to the Cofgregation. voth, att 21ft. Qir the Pro, 
mifcuous Difpenfaions of Divine Providence ; Lerlefiafhes 
ik. 1, 2 end. How the Word' of God is to be received : 
1 Thef. ii, 13, 23d. The Deceitfulnels. of Sin ;. Lekexyi. 
1#. 24th. On the Nature of Sobriety; J. Peter’ iv. 7, 
e3th. God, a Believer’s Portion; Pfui exix.'57.. 26th, 
The Servioe: of. the World inconfiltent: with the Service of 
Gods Lukexvi. 19... 27th. The Houfe of Mourning ; Be. 
elefiaftes, vin 2,3. 28th. The peculiar Advantages of 
Piciy; Beelefiaflesxii. 1. 29th. ‘Fhe Importance of the 
Meflage which Jefus brought from God, and the Nature 
of its Evidence, John vi. 68. 

Thefe will be perceived bythe reader to be truly Chriftign 
fabjeGis; and we fhall, by a few extratls, Criable hint to 
jadge for himfelf, whether they be wot treated’ in a manner 
which ‘betome a Chriflian preacher, earnef in his endeavours 
to “ ferve himfelf and thofé who heard him.” Where every 
tlitg is good, and’ eminently fo, it is not ealy to make a 
chdice; But as Dr. Craig’ obferves, in his Sermon on the 
Charatter and Obdtigations of a Miniffer that, “ among the 
various topics of religion fuggefted in the gofpel, there isa 
certain feleftion to be made, from time to tue, which ss 
beft adapted ‘to the circtinifanees ‘of the people’ta whom they 
are addreffed ;" fo" is it. probable, that, among thefe dif. 
courfes, there are fome better’ adapted ‘than others to the tit. 
crumftances of the readers of Sermons at’ thé ptefent time, 
‘To fuch readers we beg leave to recommend, as partice 
worthy of atterition, the Setmons on ‘* Believing in the 
Jefas Chrift)” and “ The Scripture Do@rine of Regenera- 
tion.” *The hatknied obje€tions made by infidels to the 
firefs; which, in the New Teftament, is liid on faith, a. 
perception of the underftanding, it is faid, not in oir power, 
art confidered, in the firft of ghefe Sermons,.and obviated mm. 
the 'moft mafterly mariner. The author thén proves, from 
the fcriptures of the New Teflament, that when fuith ispre-+ 
fctibed as the méan of our,.dceeptance with God, and the§ 
condition “f ‘oir! future happitefs; the practical imprefhom 
and effets, with which it otight to be conneéted in off) 


hearts and lives, ate'exprefsty marked bythe’ apoftles, as m- 


claded init. 
es « The 
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* The office of the Lord Jefus Chrift is we ea before 

in the gofpel, as.a curious or entertaining {peculation ; but con. 
a an exbibition of the moft interefting nature, and fuch ap 

t to produce the moit important influence on the conduct of 

oar fives. God fent him as a p to enlighten the under. 
ftanding*, and fanctify the hearts of men, and to guide their free 
inte the paths of peace. 1n this view it is our duty, and otr in- 
tereft, co leatn of him, and to attend with feverence, and can. 
dour, to the inftre&tions which he brought from God. He was 
fent to be our great Migh Prie# and Advocate with the Father, 
te give bimjelf am offering, and a Jacrifice of a frvcet Sunelling avour 
uvte God. In this view it is oar duty, to depend upon his in. 
fluence and merit in this facred chara@cr ; that being jupified b 
faith; 0c may bawe proce with God; through Fefus Chrip 
Lord. He-is our Lord and Kiag, and the government of thie 
world is aid apen Ais Mooxlders ; it becomes our duty 40 
{pbmit to his authority, and live in obedience to his laws. He, 
is alfo ordained to be our jadge; for by him we are aflured, God 
will judge the world in righteon/meft, In this view, we ought 
te wait for the coming of the Lord Fefus; and te be diretted in our 
conduét by what he hath declared to be the rule of his 
at the final judgment of rhe world, When profeffing Chriftians 
fot only give credit to what the gotpel hath declared concerning 
Jefas Chrift, but likewife Rand a d towards him, in the man- 
ner above defcribed, they believe on dim evhom God hath Jent, and 
de the «work of God, according to the precept given im the text,’” 
Vel. I. p. 85. 


This is truly evangelical preaching; and would our (foi- 
difant) evangelits preech juitification by faith in the fame 
way, they could neither infilt too frequently on the fubjedt, 
excite diffentions in the-Church of England, nor impioufly 
limit, as fome of them have limited, the mercy of God; "by 
excluding from the idity of falvation all who have nor 
attually believed the golpel on bearing it preached® by the mi- 
a *! Chrifi! oThey weuld rather conchide with “Dr, 

raig, th, 


“¢ Piety and honefty of heart, when underftood in its ju ex- 
tent, # denoting an impartial regard to the known will of 
1s therefore, according to the gofpel, the great mean of our ‘ac. 
ceptance with our Maker. Ged knows, in e nation | 
‘arth, the man who has that piety and honefty of heart, 
world lead him to embrace the gofpel of his Son, were it fairly Vaid 
him; and ix every nation, he who feareth God and agorketh 
Vightecu/nej:, is accepted with him. Although mio creaturecon. 
{cious of guilt (and fuch is-every man), can claim acceptancé with « 
his Maker, on the merit of his condatt, yet may we not believe, 
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* See Brit. Crit. Vol. xxii. pp. 29, 30. 
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that through the merit of the great Redeemer of mankind, enery 
Man, in every nation upon earth, in whonr is found the probity 
and candour which would lead him to belicve on ‘Jefus, as the 
Son of God, if he had the opportunity of knowing him, flall be 


accepted with bim? ‘Thofe, indeed, to whom the gofpel is te. 


vealed, have no ground to hope for the divine favour and accept. 
ance, except by an humble dependence on that efficacy in the 


death of Chrift, which out Saviour himfelf, and his apoftles, have | 


held forth as the terms of falvation, Neverthelefs, in a perfed 
confiftency with this, it may be hoped; that this bleffed efficacy 
fhall extend to the cafe of thofe to whom the gofpel never was 
revealed, fo far, at leait, as to procure for them fuch meafares of 
forgivenefs and merey, and fuch an acceptance of their honefty 
and candour, as they could not have otherwife obtained.” P. 4. 


Let no reader haflily fuppofe that between this doftrine and 
our eighteenth article there is the fmalleft inconfifiency.— 
The Church indeed anathematizes thofe who prefume to fay 
“that every man fhall be faved sy the law or feét which he 
profeffes, fo that he be diligent to frame his liie according 
to that law and the light of nature.” But though fhe truly 
‘affirms that holy f{cripture doth fet out unto us ciety the name 
of Jefus Chrift, ‘“*wHeEREBY men muft be faved,”’ the has 
no where faid, or even infinuated, that ‘t none but thofe to 
whom the gofpcel has been revealed, and who, in confequence, 
atually believe in Jefus Chrift, can be faved By his names’ 
Dr. Craig’s notions on this fubjeé&t appear indeed to have 
been in fuch perfeét harmony with the do€trine of our 
church, that the extra€t before us might be fuppofed to have 
been intended as-a paraphrafe on the eighteenth article, bal 

"not its author been of a church which has adopted a creed in 
fome points of doétrine very different from our’s. 

The two Sermons on Regeneration are eminently good, 
and cannot be read with too much attention, The preacher 
firft confiders his text in conneétion with the context; then 
compares it with every important paflage in the golpels and 
epiftles which obvioufly relates to the fame fubjeét; illu 
trates thefe paflages themfelves, by inquiring on what occa- 
fion, and for what immediate purpofe, each was written} 

compares the do€trine of the New Feftanient with whatever 


appcats to relate to the fame important change in the Pfalms - 


and writings of the Old Teftament- prophets; and from the 
whrole infers, that 


‘* The change which is wrought in the mind of man when he 
is born again, is of a practical and moral nature, that is, it 1s 
upon the active principles and difpofitions of his heart.‘ The fal 
je@ of ic is the temper and afiections of the foul; directed by. oe 
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fight of the gofpel and the f{pirit of Jefus Chri. By the change 
itfelf, the man becomes difpefed and fitted to perform his duty, 
and the part which is afligned him, in all the different relations 
in which he ftands to God his heavenly Father,, to Jefus his Re. 
deemery to his fellowsman, or to .himfelf. . All the paflages of 
{eripture pradecen are direéted. to this point, in the cleareft 
manner,- No one of the. effects mentioned by our Saviour.or his 
apottles, is of a myfterious, unintelligible, or merely {peculative 
nature, or fuch as have not an immediate reference to the conduc 
of the Chriftian life. All of them denote fuch an alteration. in 
the moral and religious conceptions of the underftanding, and in 
the difpofitions of the heart of man, as renders him immediately 
a better man; better qualified and difpofed for the difcharge of 
every focial, religious, or Chriftian obligation. In a word, the 
man who is born again is the man of God, made perfe&, thoroughly 


— eS lee lll ll lll 


the faith of the Lord Jefus Chrift. . The capital and leading part 

of it lics in that regard and reception which is due to the cha. 

racter and office which he bore; and ftom thence all the moral 

and religious. difpofitions of the .Chriftian’s heart detive their 

being, their progrefs and effeéts. Our Saviour, in the verfes fol. 

lowing the text, mentions men’s believing on him, as the prin- 

cipal thing which God requires in order to eternal life; and from 

hence it is natural to infer, that this belief is to be confidered as 

& principal part Of that regeneration, or new birth, about which 

he is here inftructing Nicodemus. God, fays our Saviour, /2 

loved the world, that he gavie his only begotten San, that whofaever 

believeth in him fhould not perifB, but have everlafting life. He 

that believeth on him is not condemned. Agrecably to this, the 

apoftles conftantly afcribe the purification and improvement of 
the Chriftian’s heart to the efficacy of his faith in Jefus Chritft. 

God, fays the apoftle Peter, purifies the hearts of men by faith, 

faith, {ays the apoftle Paul, works by ove. The apoftie John 

declares, that the world is overcome by the Chriftian’s faith. 

Finally, in that inftructive catalogue of the virtues of the Chrif- 

tian life, which is given by the apoftle Peter; faith is mentioned 
in the firft place, the reft are added to it, as the fuperftru¢ture to 

be built on faith as its fonhdation. 

_ ‘© The only certain method, by which we are to form a right 
judgment of ourfelves, and to determine whether we, are, barn 

. @gain, or not, is by confidering thofe practical effects of. it. 
which are marked in holy fcripture. The manner of its opera- 

tion is unknown, or very difficult to be perceived. It is, as our 

» Saviour hath declared, like the rife and progtefs of the wind; 

we know neither whence it comes, nor whither it goeth;*we 
only perceive and are fenfible of its effeéts: 1f therefore: men 
attempt to afcertain the goodnefs of theiz flate or the eres 
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of their converfion, by the manner: in which they think of 
change is wrought, they may; may, they vif! impofe upon them, 
fetves, ‘Every ‘inclination‘or impulfe to ‘believe that we are born 
again ; every fenfation’ of pleafure ftom thé thought ‘that we are 
in this defirable ftate; however ‘ftfong and elevated it’ may ‘be 
and although ‘it fieuld arifé tothe ‘higheft tranfport, may pofihly 


Geceive us, till we have inquited ‘into the grounds on whick 
we reft this perfusfion and delight. Whoever ‘judges of himfi¢ 
in’a different manner,’ contra the ruleof the apoftle John; 
Let xo man deceive you ; he that docth righteoufne/s is righteous, eves 
as be ts righteous.” P. 310; &e. 


Such are the fentiments which were entertained of rege, 
neration, or the new-birth, by an emtnent divine of the Cale 
viniftical Church of Scotland; but how unlike are they to 
the fentiments of too -many of shofe Calvinifts, who call 
themfelves the only true -fons-of the Church of England? 
Far from drawing an‘invidious comparifon between his own 
preaching and the preaching of others ; anc ftill farther from 
enathematizing thole, who on this fubjeft may Kave thought 
differently from himfelf, Dr. Craig, by a calidad collation of 
texts, art afcertains the do€trine of f{cripture; and then with 
that gentlenefs, thotigh, at the fame time, earneftnefs of man- 
ner, which feems to hiave been the diftinguifhing charaéter of 
his preaching, cautions his audience againft that felf-decep- 
tion, to which, on this important fubject, mankind are pecue 
liarly liable. 

Gentlenels, indeed, feems to have been the charaeriflic 


of his life as well. as of his do€tvine. From the beautiful 


biographical fketch prefixed to: the firft volume of thele 


Sermons, he appears to have been a man of great benevor- 


lence, and exquifite fenfibility; and a Chriftian. fervently 
zealous; On hich atemper the progrefs of infidelity and 
{cepticifm could not fail to make a deep impreffion. © It 
appears indeed to have embittered the laft years df his life: 
Even moral virtue, which it is fo fafhionable to confider as 
comprifing all that is valuable in “Chriftianity, ‘was little 


efteemed by him, when it firung not from tliat regeneration, 
Q . 


which he fo admirably defcribes. 


*¢ In the earlier periods of his life, when he was not fo anxioully. 
alarmed at the growth of impiety as afterwards; he often la- 
mented,’ fays his biographer *, €* that men of worth and in- 
tegrity were not pious; and though they performed many cha- 
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*- Believed to be Mr, Profeffor Richardfon, fo well known im 
the republic of letters, 
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table and difinterefted ations from very laudable motives, yet 
chat their conduct did not feem to he founded on any, principles 
of religion. It might be friendthip, ic might be compaffion, it 
might-be benevolence, but it wanted tho/e aids, thofe Spiers and 
comforts, which aloue could avife from hope and truft in God. It is 
unneceflary to fay of fuch a character, that he was jut, charitable, 
and temperate. His virrues were thofe of a Chriftian; his fail. 
- ings atofe from a too much indulged fenfibility ; an amiable weak- 

acts, which occafioned, or much aggravated, his-fofferings. Is 
is confiftent with his own. opinions to fay, that if there be a 
region beyond the grave into which human weaknefs can have 
no admiifion, where there is employment for every excellent 
talent, and objets for every worthy affection, he is fupremely 
bleffed.’’ . 


Of the ftyle of-thefe Sermons it is needlefs for us to give 
an opinion. The reader of tafte and difcernment will per- 
cee, from the extraéts before him, that it partakes of the. 
nature of that admirable ftyle, which Jobnfon charaéterizes 
at: 


pure without ferupulofity, and exa¢t without apparent eldbora. 
tion; always equable, and always cafy, without glaring words or 
painted fentences.’’. {* His.exeellent tafte,’’ fays his biographer, 
“early formed by the perufal of the beft clatical authors, pre- 
ferved him alike from the grovelling, quaint, and verbofe jargon 
of more illiterate; and thos the trim ornaments, the Rudied 
_ figures, and laboured imagery of mere artifical eloquence. If a 
figure or image prefented jtfelf, foggefted as all fuch embellith- 
ments eught to fe, by the prefent ipofition, he gave them (it) 
admiffion. He neithet anxioufly folicited, nor affettedly refufed 
fuch afftance. He withed alfo to be correct in the ufe of words, 
and the ftrufture of fentences } but thought it unneceffary to be 
very nicely corre€&t. He did not think that fuch ateencion fuited 
the ferious and folemn dignity of the palpit:’’ - 
And judging thus, as far as we fee in his prattice, he 
judged rightly. i 
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Ant. XI. An Examination of the Charges maintained 6) 
Meffrs. Malone and Chalmers, and others, of Ben Jeet 
Enmity, (Sc. towards Shakfpeare. By Ofavius Gilchrift. 
vo, G2 pp. #£8.6d. Taylorand Co. 1808. 


) JGH this traf be fmall in fize, it moft by no mears 
be throwa into the mafs of brief reports. « Its {ubjeét 
important. It is an meme and in our opinion a’ 
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fe€tly fuccefsful attempt, to ref[cue the memory of Ben Jonfor 
from the imputation of an enmity againft Shakfpeare, arifin 
from envy and ill nature. The mean and contemptible re 
fion of envy is fo inconfiftent with the feelings of real ge- 
nius, and confcious ability, that nothing but the ftrongeft evi- 
dence ought to overbalance the extreme improbability of it; 
and it is fo painful to fee fuch a iftigma annexed to a cha. 
racter, which otherwife we refpect, that it is with great joy 
that we welcome this effectual vindication of our venerable 
dramatift. 

Some of the modern commentators of Shakfpeare, being 
not unwilling to raife their favourite at the expence of 
another poet, have chofen, in defiance of the very animated 
commendations of Shakfpeare, which Josifon has. left. in 
print, to fuppofe him fecretly envious of his brother dra- 
matift, and defirous to carp at his writings. We fay, in 
defiance of thofe commendations; tor though Dryden, very 
unaccountably called Jonfon’s verfes to the memory of “ his 
beloved” William Shak{peare, ‘ a {paring and infidious pa- 
negyric ;"* we cannot, on the mot careful re-perufal of 
them, fee them in any other light than that of a warm, ex- 
alted, and honeft eulogy * : and of the few verfes fubfcribed 
to his portrait, we ftrongly feel, that they are even affeétionate, 
as well as commendatoiy. The commentators, however, 
taking up the idea of this concealed enmity, (which, if it 
had been real, there could have been uo motive to conceal 
under fo bafe a maik of hypocrify) have brought together 
feveral paflages from the writiags of Johafon, in which, ac- 
cording to them, he alludes fatirically to fome plays of Shak- 
fpeare. The paflages, carelefsly read, do indeed feem to wate 
rant the fufpicions founded upon them; but being examined, 
as they are very fairly, by Mr. Gilchrift, certainly have no 
fuch meaning; but appear to be rather general ftrokes of 
fatire againft common practices. The paflage that bears the 
greateft femblance of attack upon Shak{peare is that in the 


** Induétion to Bartholomew Fair,” where the fpeaker fays, 


"if there be never a fervant monfeer in the fair, who can 
help it: nor a neft of antiques: he is Joath to make nature 
afraid in his plays, like thofe that beget Ta/es, Tempefts, and 
fuch drolleries.”’ 

-Notwithftanding the appearance of the words printed .1n 
Italics, it 1s clear that the drift of the fpeaker 1s not to f- 
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* Of the fame opinion was Dr. Anderfon, who calls it “ = 
ample and honourab!e panegvric to the memory of his fries 
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‘dicule any plays whatever on the regular ftage, but: the buf. 
fooneries ufual at Bartholomew fair ; and though the words 
fervant-monfler, occurring im the famenfentence with Tem- 

fs, may feem to bear hard upon Caliban, yet let us afk, 
independently of Mr. Gilchrift’s arguments, whether if Beh 
had been fo malignant as te with to ridictile’Shak{peare, he 
could poflibly have been fo tatielefs as'to make his beautiful 
Tempeft, and the artful fiétionof Caliban, the objeéts of 
his faire? He would furely have attacked his'weakeft, not 
his ftrongeft parts ; and paffages there are many in his plays, 
which even friends muft give up, and enemmes might very 
fairly condemn. eee 3 a ae 

The whole charge is, in our Opinion, completely over. 
thrown in this tra&, or fhown to reitupon furmiles fo vague, 
as to poflefs not the leaft validity. As for the conjeéture of 

¢one genileman, that, in the epigram of "Poet Ape,- Ben 

Jonfon meant to draw Shakfpeare, befides being fuch a libel 
ageinft the fweet Swan of Avon, that no admirer of his 
writings can poffibly tolerate it, it is ‘here clearly fhown, 
that Dekker was the avowed, and felt-acknowledged objea& 
of that fevere attack. | 

Mr. G. takes the accuftomed liberty cf difputants, and is 
fometimes rather feverely farcaftic againft his antagonitts, 
though this might in fome inftances-have been {pared > yet 
his caule is fo good, and his general motive fo excellent, that 
weare inclined to be very indulgent to him even upon thy 
head. - A liberal man.may be allowed to grow a little angry, 
when he is contemplating unjuft attacks upon mertt. he 
general intentions for which we give him credit, are fo well 
expreffed in the clofe of his tratt, that we canaot deny our- 
felves the pleafure of tranfcribing the paffage. 


“ T have now little to add. If the memory of men, ho- 
pourable in their generation, deferye our refpect and reverence ; 
if the writings of poets, who have bequeathed their works as 
legacies to pofterity, have any claim upon. our regard ; if truth, 
Whoever and whatever be the fubje¢t, be worth attaining, the 
prefent pages may be endured. For thefe purpofes they are 
written; and it is hoped, with diffidence, that by them truth 
will be elicited. No example can be inftanced in literary hif- 
tory, of a poet of Jonfon’s extraordinary merit, fo unworthily 
and ungratefully treated. An invidious pofition is afferted, 
without the flighteft proof from hiftorical teftimony ; and his 
Writings are tortured and perverted to fupport the fallacious 

ty. Years have paffed in this difgraceful warfare, and no 
Over of literature has hitherto ftepped in, to refute the charges, 
aad ftop the progrefs of malicious dullnefs. If] have undertaken the 
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caufe of the poet, it has not been without a perfect convidion of 
my inability to do juftice to the tak; nor thonld I have en. 
gaged in it, but from the moft decided confidence in the juftice 
of the caufe. My motive has been to refcue a venerable bard, 
who has many fubftantial elaims upon our gratitude, from charges 
founded on error, and foftered by mifreprefentation. If Jonfon is 
unfortunate in his advecate, 1 fhal] have my reward, if this im. 
perfect effuy fhall excite fome abler pen to undertake the office, 
That there are ample means of defence I am fully perfuaded, 
from the examples adduced, the refult of a few days cafual and 
interrupted ftudy, It is not neceffary for Jonfon to perifh that 
Shak{peare may flourith ; Sis fame is fixed on a foundation ‘as 
broad and general as the cafing air ;’ and the commentator or 
critic injures the fame of the * gentle Shakfpeare ;’ who would 
raife him a phesnix from the afhes of another.’ 


All this is modeftly and well faid, and we are convinced 
that the pamphlet both deferves and will meet with ex- 
tenfive attention. Jonfon was rough and bold, proud of 
con{cious talents, and feverely indignant when attacked, but 
of mean and concealed envy he feems to have been totally 
incapable. Between him and the two greateft dramatic 
poets of his time, Beaumont and Fletcher, there fubfifted 
the warmeft friendthip ; and the commendatory verfes which 
mutually paffed between them are not mere compliments, 
but ftrong effufions of regard and even affettion. Hernck 
wrote of him with warm regard; (Poems, p. 842.) Carew 
did the fame; (Poems, p. 101.) and, in general, he feems 
to have enjoyed from Cie contemporaries an attachment, 
which an envious churl never could have excited, We re- 
joice that his fame will next be in the hands of a man, whole 
judgment is not likely to err, and whofe {pirit will always 
rife to oppofe injuftice*; and we doubt not, that the pro- 
mi ‘ed edition of Ben Jonfon will contain, among other ¢x- 


cellencies, a full confutation of every unfounded charge 
againft that injured poet. 





* Mr. W, Gifford. 
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Ant. XIU. Blackheath, @ Poem in five’ Cantes; Ewmena, 
ar the Ancient Britifh Battie; and varieds other Poems, in- 
cluding a df one: of the fh Book of the Argonautica ¢ 
C. Valerius Flaccus. By T. Noble. to. 11. Lis. 6d, 
Richardfon, 1808. . ee oe 

E are induced to give a place of diftinftion to this 
volume, as well from the pleafing {pirit of poetic fecl- 
ing which charatterizes the greater of its contents, 
as from the. tone of melancholy, which 1 breathed through- 
out, and which feems to indicate fevere difappointment, and 
to urge a claim to kindnefs and prote&tion. The poem on 

Blackheath is in blank verfe, and of dhe better kind. It is 

deferiptive of the various fcenes to be contemplated from 

that beautiful eminence; and many incidents are intros 
duced which enliven and émbellith the cémpofition, The 
following very vigorous pillage reptefeting the worn-out 

Sailor ot Greenwich Hofpital, may ferve as a fpecimen of 

this part of the work. , 


‘¢ Pewsive beneath yon folitary elm, 
An aged feaman fits :—fixed is his eye 
On the refulgent. fiream that flows below, 
Where the rich radiance, an impervious mift 
Of brilliant light, plays on the fparkling waves, 
And with faffufive luftre veils the fcene, 
His only arm o’erfhades his aching fights 
That pierces, anxious, thro’ the dazzling air, 
And refts“upon its object (fcarcely feen, 
Yet known to the beft feelings of his heart) 
‘The veffel. that he fought in froth his youth :— 
She, on whofe deck he often joined the fhout: ° 
Of bactle and of vitory ;—the, whiofe fides 
Enclofed the field of all his manly foree, 
The fcene of all his friendihips :—not a plank 
But bears fome mark of blood, which once he loved! 
a this vias by the foremoft cannon, re 
is own right arm, when in parfwir ihe fpread 
Her crowded fails, and on the daftard foe 
Bore down Britannia’s thunder :—Slowly now, 
She drifts up heavily upon the tide: - 
As when an eagle, wounded in ‘mid air, 
On languid pinions motianlefs awhile, 
Floats on the aérial current, {0 fhe moves, 
A fhattered burdew on thofe very waves * 
That often with their {parkling {pray have kiffed 
Her welcome prow, and, refonant, have dafbed ; 
| X 3 Theig 
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Their filvery fpume againft her rapid fides. 

But ah, more fwift than when the courted gales 
Swelled her expanded canvafs, does the mind 

Of this poor mariner retrace her courfe 

On diftant eceans :—~by the tempeft driven 

He braves the mountain billows, or, involved 

In all the dreadful diffonance of fight, 

Rends down the colours of the boarded foe ! 

On his rough brow Remembrance fondly gleams: 
His brightened cheek thro’ all its wrinkles fmiles : 
While frequent ’crofs his eye, his moiftened fleeve 
Drawn haftily, wipes off fome ftarting tear.’’ P. 68, 


The poem ealled Lumena, ts entitled to confiderable praife, 
it is conceived and written with much energy. The wife of 
an ancient Brififh chieftain.is defcubed as driving the chariot 
of her hufband in battle, fighting by his fide, and afterwards 
bringing back his dead hody ; ber lamentation and fubfe. 
quent death are finely written; and indeed this whole poem 
ba be pronounced the belt of the collection. 

y thé various pieces, we were’not much nor very agree. 
ably detained. But the concluding part is highly refpeétable. 
It exhibits a fpecimen ef a-work which, asa whole, we 
believe has not yet. appeared in-our language.’ This may 
rather be wondered at, ‘as Valerius Flaccus is by the 
fevereft critics allowedi-to contain fome genuine poetry, 
many beautiful pafluges, and various impreflive incidents. 
Julius Scaliger eftimates the defcription of the Storm, in 
the firft book, ona level with that in the firft book of the 
fEneid. We fhall therefore give this as a {pecimen. 


‘© Sworw with his tidings, thps, with furious tone, 
Borevs aflails the monarch on his-thrane, 
‘O Helus, from yon Pangean height, Pan 
What impious infalc trikes my ftartled fight ! 
Lo, with cleft, wood she:youth of Greeeé have made 
A bulk that floats, and'now the deep invade ; 
In wide fpread fails compel the fervile breeze, 
And pafs, triumphant, o’er the yielding feas: 
Yet may not I upheave, with threatening fweep, 
The fandy bottom of the engulphing deep4.~ 
Ah, that I was, as when, from bondage free, 
I knew no chains,—no dungeons, —knew not thee! 
Hence faith in thips to impious mortals. grew, 
Boreas, a tyrant’s bondaged flave they knew. 
Let me thefe Greeks, and their mad batk immerge 
In the fwoln horrors of the foaming futge 
My fons, its pledges, nought affect my mind, 
Let me reprefs the vaunts ofvain mankind, While 
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While yet the veffel, near Thefalia’s ftrand, 
Remains unknown to any other land.’ 

He fpake, and thro* the hollow-cchuing caves, | 
The winds roar, reftlefs, and demand the waves. 
To thruft the portal Ho/us defcends ; 

A whirlwind’s force the bulging portal bends. 
Joyful each Thracian fteed from prifon fprings, 
Swift Zephyr, and, with night-refembling wings, 
Notus, whofe race thei cloudy horrors fpread, 
Eurus, fhower-dank his hair, his horrid head 
Defiled with yellow fand, the tempett led. 

‘* Unanimous they bear, with deepening roar 
The hoarfe.toned billows ’gainft the founding thore ; 
Unanimous, with furious gufts, they rife, 

And roll the ftorm along the fiery fkies ; 

The fiery tkies rufh down, in thunder hurl’d, 

And the black vault of night o’erwhelis the world, 
The oars, wave-beaten, tremble in each hold, 

The veffel reels, in whirling eddies roll’d, 

Sideways the drives, loud billows o’er her caft, 

The loofe fail, playing round the tottering matt, 
Scatters in fragments on the {weeping blait. 

How.-ail the Minye fhauddered with amaze, 

As the black ether gleamed in horrid rays, 

And the pale ftars their glimmering light conceal’d ; 
And, with dread fhoek, the fhuddering veffel heel'd, 
Sinking the fail-yard, and the proftrate lee, 

Deep in the terrors of the yawning feal = 


Nor this ftarm made with loofened blafts they. know, 4 e 


But think that thus mid-oceans ever flow,” 
And, mournful, murmur; ‘ Hence our fathers fear 


Rathly o’er interdifted waves t& fteert © r nee o¥ 


Scarce hath our veffel parted fromthe thorey ¢< - 
How Egan rifes with terrific roarro.)9) hae 


-Clath Cyanee’s rocks amid thefe waves?. oor 


What fea more dreadful for fuch wretches raves ? - 
Expeét not, Earth, the Occan’s wat'ry reign3— | 


Quit, fearful quit, she inviolable main.’ ,-. 


Such words they oft repeat, with faultering bteath, 
And weep their doom to fuch a fluggifh death. ,. ., 
The great. Alcides caft his anxious fight — sies | 
On his vain darts, and unavailing might.” _ 
Some, tumbling, mingle parting wor rE ena ge 
Pour ftreams of forrow o’er each friendly faces. 4 of 
tor as they wretched gaze, the veffel’s fide > 
Disjointed yawns,,and fucks the briny tide. . 
Now here, now there the blafts of Ewrus wreft 
The quiv ering prow ; See from the impellent Wf ~ 
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Black Notus, roaring, rends the thuddering prize, 
While wide around the maddening furges rife.”’ P. 6, 


Mr. Noble candidly imferts the original at the bottom of 
the page, thus enabling the reader to judge immediately and 
effettually of his fidelity. We think he may proceed in his 
purpofe of tranflating the whole. .The Preface is a little 
turgid, but.fomething of the kind, was neceflary ; and the 
Notes demonftrate that the tranflator is familiarly acquainted 
with his author. 

The volume is elegant, and has many well executed engrav. 
ings. We were alfo pleafed to perceive a very reipettable 
lift of fubferibers. It 1s dedicated, and by permiffion, to her 
Royal Highnefs the Princefs of Wales. 





BRITISH CATALOGUE. 


POETRY. 


Artz. 13. The Paftorel Care. A Dida&ic Poem, in Three 


Parts, Addveffed to the junior Clergy. 12mo. 12s. Hatchard. 
1808. 


We can with much greater propriety, as, well as juftice, com- 
mend the amiable and pious fpirit, and the excelient defign of this 
poem, than its poetical merit, The idea is a very good one, 
the fentiments admirable; but we fear that few of our readers 
would be fatishied with our decifion, if we could be prevailed 
upon to fpeak in high terms of rhymes formed of ‘ hint and 


meant,’’ ‘* gape Cappe,’’ “ endued and neighbourhood,” 
or fach couplets as chefe : i ’ 


** Thy faered office richly is endued 

With magic influence o’er a neighbourhood.” 

*¢ Clear in thy borrowed beams, te thee the unwife 
In human frailty's night, direct their eyes.’ 

«* Superios claffes, quick to improve the hint, 
Catch from an inkling what reproof is meant.’* 


# Thus in the ual trades I dread no (fic) 
' Fed lift thee Richerdfen, I'd praife the Caper, P 
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‘It is a truly elegant volume, and its embellithments executed 
with remarkable taite and elegances; but indeed fo it ough’, for 
the price of it, twelve thillings, exceeds any thing of the kind 
that we have feen. 


. 14. Lyric, and other Poems, by Laxra Sophia Temple. 
oy ti 145 pp- 6s. Longman and Co. 1808. 


More than three years ago we commended a volume of Poems 
by this Lady, for their ‘* genuine nature and fimplicity * ;’’ on 
meeting her again, we are happy to find her improved in talte and 
correétnefs, without having loft the former recommendations.— 
Her prefent Poems are highly elegant, and frequently original in 
thought, as well as neat in expreffion. We are more puzzled to 
prefer, than to find, a ftriking fpecimen. We fhall take the fol. 
lowing. 


‘6 LOVE AND PRUDENCE, 


«¢ *Twas yet the dawn of youth’s gay hour, 
E’er mild content had fled my bow’r, 
Joy’s rofy orb illum’d my fy, 

And Fancy ht my roving eye; 

I laugh’d at danger’s whifper’d threat, 
With maddeft hopes my vain heart beat; 
*Twas then that Pradence crofs’d my way, 
And often, often would the fay, 

‘ Check thy wild courfe, and follow me,°, 


*¢ T murmur’d at her harfh command, © 
I would not take her offer’d hand; 
© What,” Iexclaim’d, ‘ a/ready come 
All. my beft feelings to benumb ? 
Grant to my pray’rs a fhort delay, 
Oh! call again fome other day ! 
Full foon will Time my minutes ftcal 
And on my forehead fix his feal— 
Then, then cold nymph I’ll follow thee.’ 


“« She figh’d, and went.—I dropp’d a tear, 
Bat fill purfued my mad career. 
While thus i joyous tkipp’d along, 
I heard a foft and melting fong, 
Onward I bounded—for the ftrain =“ 
Thrill’d to my heart, and piere’d my brain— 
But Prudence ftopp’d me—tho’ repell’d 
Still the return’d—my fteps withheld, 
And mourhfai whifper’d, ‘ follow me.” 





* See Brit, Crit, May, 1805, vol, xxv, ps 557° , 
oe 
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*¢ T turn’d me from her ftedfaft eye, 
And from her prefence long’d to fly— 
O it was Leve's voluptuous lay 
Tempted my truant feet to ftray! 
‘That o’er my cheated fenfes ftole, 
And robb’d of energy my foul : 
That bade my tongue to Prudence fay, 
* Thou meddling fool !—away—away ! 
I cannot,—<«wi¢##/ not,—follow thee.’ 


~ 


O’er flow’ry paths I gayly ftept,. | 
Prudence the while look’d on and wept ; 
I gaz’d on Love’s enchanting fmile, 
And doated ow the gentle wile ; 

Lis mor for my Weak lips to tell 

The magic of each wand ras {pell, 
Which did my bofom-picce betray, 

And tempted ftill my*tongue to fay’ 

‘ Prudence, 1 will not foilaw, thee," 


«* Thus was my feeble judgment fed 
By all that Love, or-fook"d, ‘or faid ; ' 
Thus was my raw unprattis’d youth 
Deceived by falfchood —-deck’d'in truth, 
But when I prov'd that angel {mile 
The worthlefs covering of goile— 
O when my dark and vatt defpair, 
Had found his promifes were air— 
Vhen did remorfe my bofom rend+-. 
And clafping Prudence, as my friend, _,. 
* Lead on’—l cried © I'll follow shee,’ ts ?. 79. 


We thould, on fome accounts, have preferred; “The Poet’s 
Farewell to Fancy,’” (p. 46.)5 but that it is full long for us, 
and ought to be followed by the * Recantation, or Fancy Re. 
ealled.’’ Both are beautiful. ‘The ** Lines on the Dofs of the 
Abergavenny”’ are fine throughout, and are heightend in the clofe 
by an infufion of fober piety; which elevates many other paflages 
in the book, Such a ftanza as the following, teaches while it 
delights. 


‘© Yet bear—O bear thy load of woe ! 
And onward fearless roam, °- ’ i 

With firmnefs meet the ills of life— 
This world is not thy home.’’) Pj 1es5. 


Tt has not fallen in our way to make enquiry refpgéting the 
author ; we do not even know whether the poetical.names pre- 
fixed are real or affumed ; but we know that fach writing natu- 
rally preferves a name. ad 
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Aart. 15. A pactical Tranflation of the Works of Honace, with the 
original Text and Crikical Notes; collected jrom his bcft Latin and 
French Commentators. By Philip Francs, DD. A New Edi- 
tion, with additional Notes, by Edward Du Bois, Ejg. of the 
Hon. Scciety of the Inner Templp. 12m0. 4 vols, Johnfon, 
1807. . 


This edition of Francis’s Horace, being undertaken by the 
principal London Bookfellers, affords a proof that this tranflation 
gs yet retains pofleffion of the marker. We hope-to fee the time 
when a more recent verfion, that of Mr. Bofeawen *, will fuper. 
fede it; but thefe revolurions mutt have their gradual completion. 
In the mean time it is fair to fay, what appears truly to be the 
cafe, that in revifing this edition, and: felecting additional notes, 
Mr, Du Bois has exerted a véry commendable diligence ; and that 
the book is in all refpeéts atrra¢tives A few fupplementary 
notes, fubjoined to the fourth volume, are chiefly extracted from 
the articles on Wakeficld’s Horace, which were in the fifth vo. 
lume of the Britifh Critic +, from the pen of a very acute and 
eminent {cholar. Thofe on Combe’s Horace, we may add, were 
«ually worthy of attention. See our third volume. 


Art. 16. L’Irenide, Odi Anacreontiche di Silvio Trenes, P. A. 
Cambridge, printed; Payne, London. 1807. 


This is one of the phenomena of thefe extraordinary times, 
acollection of Ttalian poems, publifhed in England by a Nea- 
polican under his"Arcadian name. ‘The author, preferring em- 
ployment to’ dependence, is, we underftand, at prefent engaged 
in teaching his own langnage at Cambridge ; where we hearuly 
with him fuccefs, both for -the fake of diffufing the knowledge of 
the language, and on h's own account. : 

We conceive that the attempt to compofe a connected feries 
of Anacreontic poems in Italian, connected as the fonnets 
of Petrarch are, fo as to carry on the unity of narration 
throughout, is new in the Italian language. Metattatio, Sa 
violi, Imperiali, and many others, have occafionally written 
beautiful Anacreontics, but not in this continued form. ‘Phe 
fubjects are altogether amatorial, and it is a material objection, 
that they conclude with defperation. and -fuicide; but to che ge. 
neral elegance of the compofitions every reader of Italian wil] 


bear teftimony. We give a fhort {pecimen. 





| 


* See Brit. Crit. vol. ip. 329 and 423. Alfo vol. xi, p. 404. 
+ Pages 59. 148, and 344. . 
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ae 


‘4 3h PRIMO AMORE. 


% Qual rapimento infolito f 
al dolce moro e nuovo! — 
Sual forza i sensi acquiftano ? 
Qual nuova vita io provo ! 


Onafi ckuante ed ebria 
L’alma di fe pid grande 
Sdegna de} corpo i vincoli 
E fuor di fe fi fpande. 


Ferve il mio fangue, ¢ mi agita ; 
Nuovi bifogni acquifte 
Senza ragion tripudio 

za ragion mi attrifto. 

Vivi i miei fpirti affrettane 
Intorno al core moto; 
Cerco me fteflo, e trovami 
Un fentimento ignoto. 


In quefto Rato ogni effere 
Per me di fenfo @ privo ; 
Il corpo é tutto inutile, 
Sol nel mio cuore io vivo. 


Tw quefto tale incendio 
_Mi defti nelle vene, 
Che del mio male é I’ epoca 
Da che ti vidi, Irene.’ P. 8. 


We eannot but be earneft with the author to exchange the 
turn of his laft poem, entitled “ il Saicidio.’’ If reafon cannot 
deliver him from the dilemma, Religion ought to do it ; and the 


deliverance given by that interpofing power, might form a beats 
tiful conclufion. Six fannets on Lrene conclude the volume. 


DRAMATIC. 


Axr.17. Abradatas and Panthea; a Tragedy, in Five At; 
Srom the Cyrop.edia of Xenophon. 8vo. 87 pp. 256d, Ridg- 
way. 1803. Sut not pablifhed till 1808. 


Never have we feen fuch an inftance of modeft referve in an au- 
thor as appears in the prefent publication. It was printed in 1802, 
and has an advercifement of that date, ftating that it was written 
thirteen years before. We then find a Pott advertifement,. dated 
1858, obferving that as fix more years have now elapfed, and the 
author has therefore more than doubled the Horatian period of pine 
years, he ventures to fubmit it to the public; avowing at the 
fame time that it is the production ef John Edwards, e Old 

6 Ourt, 
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Court, in the County of Wicklow, Efq. Nor let it be forgotten, 
on this fide of the water, that this tranfcendent inftance of autho- 
rial referve, comes from Ireland. 

It would ill become us to be harfh with av author who is fo little 
obtrafive. We thall merely obferve, that in the fix years in which 
the play was laid by éw print, it is not likely to have been im. 
proved ; and if in the preceding thirteen years it was equa'ly 
untouched in MS. it was not more likely to gain by the delay. 
If, during either of thefe periods, the author had fubmitted 
it to any of his poetical friends in Ireland, of whom he moft have 
many, they would doubtiefs have pointed out places where flat 
and profaical language wanted elevation, and other little faults 
occurred. Horace certainly did not mean that rhe nine years 
fhould be fuffered to pafs without labour employed on the piece. 
We fhall give a thor fpecimen and take our leave, 


“* PANTHEA. 


** Oh, my Abradatas! 

Since I awoke this morn, my anxious thoughts 
Have dwelt upon the say of thy dream, 
And as I pondered, my difquiet grew 
The more invincible, ’Tis true indeed, 
Events have thus far profpered to our withes. 
Already haf thou braved the raging gulf, 
And from furrounding dangers haft regained 
Thy loft Panthea.—Juft fo fpoke the dream, © 
And thus I tremble now for its completion. 
Alas! we tottering ftand upon the point 
And crifis of our joys. The reft is gloom 
Is horrible! To meet in blood——in death ! 

. To meet—to bid farewell—to part for ever! 


** ABRADATAS. - 


© Let not thy fpirit droop, my fweet Panthga! 
The iffue of that dream, caufe of dread, 

May yet portend the horrors of the fight 

Which now impends, and it may mean no more, 
But be it as it may, we muft gefign ; 

It is the gods’ high will; and they who gave, 
May they not take awap?—Farewell.”’  P. Gp 


The truth is that the poetical ardour of Mr. Edwands cannot 
be great; he appears to be a fenfible mm, and an admizer f 


Xenophon, but a poet only by accident. 
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NOVELS. 
“Art. 18. Sketches of Charafer; or Specimens of real Life. 4 


Nevel in Three Volumes. 12m0. 158. Longman and Ca, 
a$o8. 


There is a little confufion in the narrative of this novel, and ne 
Bittle jumble of perfonages and charaéters ; but the volumes ape 
not unamufing, and certainly exhibit peculiarities and incidents 
too frequently met with in the world. We underttand it is g 
firft attempt; in this cafe it is very refpeable both as to con. 
trivance and compofition; but we would rather advife the av. 
thor, whom we fufpect to he a female, to turn her thoughts to 
fome better ftudies ; though the confeffion may be made, that 
even in this lefs ufeful and lefs honourable branch, dawnings may 
be difcovered of greater excellence. 


Art. 19. Theodere; or, The Peruvians: from.the French of Pi. 
ganlt Le Brun. By E.W. i12mo. 160 pp. 4s. 6d. Crobby. 
1808. 


A fingularly interefting and affecting tale; tranflated with 
fpirit, elegance, and correctnefs. Whoever fhall begin to read it, 
will proceed (we think) as we did, to the end of the book, with. 
out laying it down. Whenever a tale unites lively entertain. 
ment with unexceptionable delicacy of fentiment ; we fhall ftrongly 
recommend it, as we do this work ; to female readers in particular. 
We have reafon, indeed, for conje@turing that the -tranflation is 
the work of a female; who can forely lofe no credit, by adding 
her name inftead of its initials, to the next edition. But we mutt 
confefs that we are furprifed at the high price of this little vo- 
lume. 


MEDICINE. 


Art. 20. © Anatomical Examinations. A complete Series of Ana- 
tomical Queflions, with Anfawers. The Anfewers arranged foas 
to form an elementary Syftem of Auctomy, and intended as prepa- 
ratory to Examinations at Surgeons Hall. To which are annexed, 
Lables of the Bones, Mujcles, aud Arteries. 'Two Volumes 
r2mo. 185 and 380 pp. 10s. 6d. Highley. 1807. |, 


It is rather extraordinary that.a book containing fo much ana- 
tomieal knowledge fhould appear without an author’s name ; but 
if we may judge from a fpecies of intimation frequently given, 
by an advertifement of another work at the end, the author 1s 
probably Mr. John James Watt, Surgeon. The work is a kind 
ef anatomical Catechifm, or like the Pupil and Tutor’s — 

t 
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the firft volume containing the Queftions, the fecond the Anfwers 
to them: and the fecond alone may be ufed as an elementary 
gyftem of Anatomy. ‘The plan is very judicious, and the quan- 
tity of matter compreffed, by fmall and very neat printing, inte 
the two volumes, particularly the fecond,.is really extraordinary. 
There is alfo a very copious index. If the author, by giving 
his name, would make himfelf publicly refponfible for the cor- 
reftnefs of a work in which fo much correétnefs is required, we 
cannot doubt that i¢ would have an extenfive and rapid fale, as a 
profeffional book. 


POOR. 


Ant. 21. Hints refpeRing the Education of the Children of tie 
Poor. By a Clergyman in the Dioce/e of Canterbury. 8vo. 
32 pp» Harding. 1808. 


This is a remarkably well-timed, and ufeful publication ; and 
we cannot perhaps better fet forth the object of it, than in the 
words of the concluding page: ‘* To folicit the co-operation of 
all heads of families, in fupport of that charch and govern. 
nent to which they belong; to remind all fathers and mothers, 
matters and miftreifes of the great refponfibility attached to them; 
to thew, that it is not fo much the want of new laws and pro- 
vifions for the better inftruction of the children of the poor, as 
the want of attention to thofe already exifting, which is the great 
defideratum ; and that, a fyftem of fuperintendence, providing 
both the form and fubftance of inftruction, to be given generally 
to young perfons, being already devifed and eftablifhed; it is in 
the obfervance of that, we fhall moft readily difcover what further 
remains to be done.’” 

“* To increafe the number of {chools, or fo to model them, as to 
give the means of education to all the children ef the poor; and, 
at the fame time, to negle&, or to leave under any uncertainty, 
the /uperintendence of them; which, by giving a right dire€tion 
to education, alone conftitutes the bleflings of it; would be to 
build, and man, and ftore a fhip, and put to fea without a rud, 
der.’ Our parochial clergy, the parents of village children, the 
conductors of charity-fchools, and politicai fpeculators on the 
fubject of eddcating the poor,—all may derive important benefit 
from an attentive confideration of thefe valuable Hints. 


DIVINITY. 


Azr. 22. A Lift of Books recommended. to the younger Clergy, 
and other Students in Divinity, within the Diocefe of Chefer. 
The third Edition, correéted and enlarged. To which is add. 
the learned Mr. Dedavell’s Catalogue of the Chriftian Writtrs 

and 
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and genuine Works that ave extant of the three frft Centuries, iy 
gether with an Extra@ from his fecond Letter of Advice, &¢. 


8vo. 98 pp. gs Cooke and Co, Oxford ; Rivingtons 
London. 1808. ‘ 


This moft ufeful book, the production of the prefent bithop of 
St. Afaph (Cleaver) when bifhop of Chefter; ought to be in the 
hands of every ftudent, in divinity, in every diocefe. It a:tempy 
not to give a complete lift of books in theology, but only to poing 
out th fe which the learned author could recommend, on his ows 
know:edge, as moft ferviceable. It is a particular accommoda. 
tion, that the price is added to every article. The preface and 
additions are truly excellent; and the whole is as com letely 
adapred to the purpefes of the theological ftudent, in the Church 
of England, as long experience, and a peculiarly found judgment 
could make it. After faying that he defigns his lift for thole 
only’ who have a previous conviétion of the truth of the {eri 
tures, and the conformity of our liturgy and articles tot 
{criptures, the bifhop adds, with admirable propriety and faga. 
city : 

“« If there are any who think this principle not broad cnough, 
they will do well to look to the neceffary confequenees, to which 
an extenfion of it will lead, before they conclude, that nothing 
lef; than an accurate, and a comparative view of every religious 
perfuafion and opinion will juftify a preference to any one. For, 
upon this fuppofition, with the unlearned there is an end of all 
and every religion; and indeed, with the learned themfelves, 
till they are fure that they can learn no more. Upon this fuppo- 
fition, neither he that fhould teach, nor he that fhould be taught, 
muft venture upon pra€tice of any kind, ail) it fs clear, that he is 
beyond the reach of further information. Knowledge itfelf wifl 
thus become uf lefs, becaufe it is progreffive ; and the bufinefs of 
this as wel! as of the future life muft ftaud fill, left in cither cafe 
it fhould not be conducicd with perfect accuracy ; a confequence 
as little confiftent with the avowed imperfeétion of human know. 
ledge, as with the kuown interefts of mankind.”” P, 5. 

Other moft valuable remarks will be found isi the preface, and 
pieces fb} vined. 


Art. 23. Religious Education, at it conftitutes ome Bragch of ty 
Difcit line of the Church of Eugland, confidered in a@ CL rge belie 
wered to the Cl rey of the Archdeaconry of St. Alban’s, et the 
V ifitation, holden Jun 8, 18cS. By Fyeph Holden Pott, 4. 


Prebendary of Lincsl:, and Archdeaten of Sis Altaa’s. Publifoed 


at the Regueft of the Clergy profentr. 410. 44 Ppa 2s 6ds 
Rivingtons. 1808. 4 


The calm and fober reafon of this well-written Addrefs to the 
Clergy, on the {ubject of education, is sengly contrafed “ 
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that vivacity of {peculative fancy, which it is defigned to oppofe 
in the {pecious and delufive fy tem of Rouffeau and his imita.ors. 
After giving an outline of that fyitem, the author very judicioufly 
and pointedly obferves ; 

« Yer this is called che fyftem of nature, though its admirers 
and abettors boaft, that in no age, time, or country, was it ever 
thought of before the day of its etcehtric authot. To him in. 
deed it was natural enough to endeavouf to multiply thé image 
of himfelf, for the fcheme is exprefsly calculated to raife fuch men 
as he was: men intolerant of the fenfe and practice of all others, 
though demanding, every fpecies of latitude for themfél ves.’? 
P, 20. 

The following paffage ably unites the defence of the eftablithed, 
with the reprobation of the fuggefted modes of inftruction, 

« We know well that God has not invefted #hy among men 
with the privileges of infallible Inftructors. The fame prudence 
which they who go before us in our youth have exercifed, and 
ought ever to employ, we may employ too in due time, and as 
we fhall be able to examine and approve things even with the 
heft choice, and with the higheft refolution of the mind. But. 
does it not happen that many want the opportunities, the leifure, 
or ability throughout life for inveftigating thofe truths, the. 
fruits of which they find to be fo excellent? Who can den 
this; and where then is the fancied detriment if many fuch per. 
fons fhall profit by the common reafon of mankind? Is it @ 
thing fo much to be deplored that fuch men muft follow wifer 
and more {kilful perfons than themfelves; or is it a misfortune 
to be placed, with little pains, on elevations, to which others 
have arrived with larger circuits, or to which they have af. 


ended by more arduous fteps. Let us then beware of the. 


fallacy which confounds truth with opinion, in order to difcredit 
both; or which, with the fame view, removes all diftinction be. 
tween prejudice and error. 

‘« Suppofe for a moment that it is the right train of argument 
which is followed by the folitary Reafoner, and the right conclu- 
fin which is drawn, Mauft he be reduced to blufh becaufs it is 
the vulgar and che trite opinion which comes out after all? Or 
rather is.it not much more than probable that the dread of this 
difgrace, and the fear of lofing fome falfe credit to themfelves, 
will always operate to fix fuch fpeculative perfons in fome oppo. 
fite conclufion? We know well that none are fo obftinate in 
error when they have embraced it, as they who refufe the hand 
to any guide. We know too, that moft inconfiftently with theig 
clamours againft Guides and Teachers, fuch men are beyond all 
others the moft reftlefs, bufy, overbearing, add importunare, in 
pbtruding their own notions on the world, and in pulling others 


after them,’?  P. 22. “ 
Y | Throug houg 


BRIT, CRIT, VOL. XXXII. SEPT. 1893. 












































- ~. ot 
Se .. cere percent a 

> ss . re 

ae : a Fi cameo 


a tae es 





306 British Cararocuer. Divinity. 


Throughout the whole Charge, the Rev. Archdeacon candidly 
allows every thing that can in reafon be allowed to his adver. 
firies, yet urges them with the practical experience of what hn. 
man nature reaily is, in a way which cannot eafily be refifted, 
«© The habit of reflection,’’ he obferves, ‘* is not very foon ac. 
quired in any, but the habit of learning and retaining things jp 
the memory is an early facelty in reafonable creatures: it is q 
faculty almoft peculiar to the youthful mind; and therefore how 
perverfe a thing it muft be to forego what ts poffible, becaufe 
we cannot compafs what is not fo.’’"—P. 31. With equal faga. 
city and truth does he remark on the {tate of mind in which they 
who have been neglected in early lite naturally appear to the ex. 
aminer. Above all, I know the forrow which mett arife, 
when they who probably were quick of wit in their firft years, 
dnd capable of many good and permanent impreffions at that time, 
are found to have contraéted fuch a wildnefs of demeanour, fuck 
tinreadinefs of mind, with habits fo removed from any exercife of 
thought, that it appears too clearly that whatever time may yet 
remain to them of the term of trial, yet one feafon, which is not 
#0 be recalled, is loft.’’ Pe 41. 

Whoever will fteadily attend to the fuggeftions of reafon and 
experience, muft be ttrengly impreffed by this Charge. 


Art. o4. A Charge delivered before the Reverend the Clergy of 
the Archdeaconry of Sarum, on the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 5th, of 
Auguf, 1807; and publifoed at their Defire. By the Rev. 
Charles Danbeny, Archdeacen of Sarum, S8vo0e. 43 Pp i% 
Rivingtons. 1867. 


ft is the object of this Charge to ‘point out that judicious 
Fine, between religious intolerance and religious indifference, 
which conflitutes the diftinguifhing feature of our excellent efta- 
blifhment ;’” and this is done with foundnefs ; though, perhaps, 
from the very abftrated form of the reafoning, not with all the 
elearnefs of which the fubje@ was capable. The learned Arch. 
deacon becomes more diftin€t when he proeceds to examples; 
and the following remarks on the unfettling fpirit of the present 
times are well worthy of notice. F 

‘* There is a word made ufe of by St. Luke in his prophetical 
defcription of the impending deftruétion of the Jewih ftate, which, 
according to the acknowledged double fenfe of prophecy, by 
which two fubje&s, a principal and a fobordinate one, are fre. 


‘quently carried on togethers may be confidered as peculiarly @p- 


plicable to the days in which we live. ‘The word as rendered i” 

eur Bible, is cemmotions; « When,’ fays the Evangelitt, ¢ ye shall 

hear of wars and commotions.’ ‘The original word 1s axara-azies 

the meaning of which cannot, perhaps, be fo literally given 1" 

any one fingle word, as in that of un/etclements; by which we 

anderftand the difturbasce or breaking up ef the fettled waa 
s 
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blifhed order of things. A remarkable, though doubtlefs unin. 
fentional, comment on this awfal prophecy, was fome years fince 
iven by a popular orator*; who, in one of his parliamentary 
echies, expreffed himfelf, if I have been rightly informed, in 
nearly the following words.—* It is not to be expected that we 
fhould now travel on in the trammels of our fore-fathers ; fince 
we live in times remarkable for nothing fo much, as for the az- 
fettlement of principles, and 2/ettlement of inftitutions. 
~ A jamentable fpecimen of this anfectling fpirit has lately been 
exhibited in its largeft and blackeft characters in a neighbouring 
country.”’ P. 25. 

The reafonings of this author in favour of out eftablifhment, 
and the neceffary fafeguards of it, are well fupported, by what he 
mentions of the example of America, which has no -eftablifhed 
faith. ! 

‘© From the lateft accounts that have been received we learn, 
that the ftate of morality and religion in América is at prefeit 
in a very degraded condition. Churches, which flourifhed under 
the Britifh Government, are now falling into decay; whilft in 
confequence of that indifference to all feligious opinions, which 
has been confidered to be (how erroneoufly, experience has fully 
fhewn,) a modern improvement in civil policy, the religion of 
the country, left as it were at the mercy of every delufion that 
may at any time take poffeffion of the human mind, Has become 
the prolific parent of efror, enthufiafm, and folly, in all their 
‘multifarious fhapes; thereby paving the way for the erry 
prevalence of infidelity over the declining caufe of rational Chrif+ 
tianity +.”"" P. 29. . 

The Archdeacon fpeaks with deep regret of that {indifference to 
all religion, which, under the mak of dberality, affails even the 
beft eftablifhments; and ftrongly as well as juftly, oppofes that 
fatal principle broached by Hoadley; that opinion is the ftandard 
for truth. The whole deferves an attentive perufal. 


ART. 25. Seventy Sermons, on the DoArines and Duties of Chri/- 
tianity ; confifting partly of Difcourjes, altered and abridged, from 
the Works of eminent’ Divines. By William Toy Young; M. A. 
Minifter of 81. Paul's Chapel, Birmingham, and jome Time Fellow 
of Pembroke Colleges Oxford, 2 vols. 8v0. Longman and 
Co. 1807, 


Though we are not much accuftomed to throw any work of 
fuch bulk as the’ prefent, viz. two octavo volumes, containing 





* « Mr. Grattan, in the year 1793.”" 

+ ** A particular a¢count of the generally deplorable ftate of 
religion in the American.ftztes is to be met with in ‘ Janfon’s 
Stranger in America,’ lately publifhed, and reviewed in the Anti- 
Jacobin for May 1807." 
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feventy-one Sermons ; (for fuch is the actual amount, though the 
title-page anfwers for only feventy); into our monthly Cata. 
logue: yet we are almoft compelled to do fo in the prefent in. 
ftance. It cannot fall within our province to criticize the 
writings of Barrow, Taylor, Beveridge, &c. &c.: of whofe 
works the editor exprefsly profeffes to have made great ufe, and 
this, without adding any notices of difcrimination to point out 
the feveral produétions of the different authors. Even Mr, 
Young’s own fhare is not difcoverable through any variety of 
ftyle. The Difcourfes are remarkably uniform in this refpeét, 
and for the moft part very fhort. How far it may be advifeable 
to carry forward the modern plan of publifhing fuch abridgements 
of our ancient divines, we fhall not take upon us at prefent to de. 
termine ; we certainly think it capable of being carried _to excefs, 
though there is much to recommend an occafional revival of 
valuable pieces of theology. We fometimes fear the enemies of 
the church may think it too eafy a method of frrnifhing dottrine 
for our modern pulpits, and as tending to prove fome deficiency 
of original invention, or perfonal application, in the clergy of 
the eftablifhment. We do not mean to find fault with what has 
been done in this way, efpecially by fuch correét judges as Dr. 
Glaffe and Mr. Clapham ; but we do not wifh to give too much 
encouragement to a practice capable of abufe, and not likely ta 
add much that is new to the general flock of literature. 


Art. 26, Female Benefit Societies recommended; or, the Neceffty 
and Advantages of Forefight: a Sermon, preached in the Parifp 
Church of St. Saviour, in the City of York, on ihe firft of June, 
1808, before the York Female Benefit Club, efablifoed in 1801; 
and publifoed at the Regueft of the Patronefes. By the Rev. Fokn 
Graham, Refer of St. Saviour and of St. Mary Bijbopbill Senior, 
York, and Domeftic Chaplain to the Right Hou. Earl Bathurft. 
qto. zopp. is. 6d. York, printed ; Rivingtons, &c. Lon- 


aon. ISO. 


Among many merits, this difcourfe has one which ought par- 
ticularly to recommend it to notice. It gives fo exaét and clear 
a detail of the principles of the fociety in queftion, and of the 
practical regulations forrmmed in it, that any perfon wifhing to 
promote.a fimilar defign cannot have a better guide ; and to pro- 
mote fuch focietics is what every benevolent perfon muft wifh, who 
has once underitood the nature of them. But, exclufively of this, 
the author writes in a clear, manly, and original ftyle on generab 
topics. Watnefs his reflections on FORESIGHT. 

‘* Forefight, in his [the wife inan’s] fenfe of the word, is far 
from being natural tous. It requires a degree of obfervation and 
refigction, which few poffefs, to be able to perceive diftant poflible 
evils; and it requires anexertion and felf-denial, which Rill fewer are 
willing to excreife, to be prepared to guard againft or alleviate 

1 thems 
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them. In rude and uncultivated minds, forefight is, confequemly, 
rarely found. The Chriftian miffionaries, whofe love for Chrif, 
and tor the fouls of men, made them not unwilling to fettle in the 
inhofpitable regions of Greenland, found that numbers of the 
wretched inhabitants had -perifhed, every winter, by hunger, and 
yet that fad experience had never taught them to lay up, in fum. 
mer, 2 fufficient ftock of fifh, their principal food, for the winter 
to come*, The Indian, who feels not in the morning, that he 
fhall foon want to reft again, will barter away his bed, for a 
bottle of fpirits or a trinket of glafs. Even in more cultivated 
life, we difcern much of the fame inattention to remote interefts. 
How many, in our enlightened country, betray a total want of 
forefight, refpecting the future welfare both of body and foul! 
They live up to their full receipts. They never think of a time 
of difficulty, ficknefs or age. If any thing extraordinary comes 
into their hands, it immediately goes in fome felf.indulgence. 
The confequenee is, that when any unexpected interruption takes 
place in their incothe, they fink into inftant want and wretchednefs, 
Tho’ we'all know that we muft foon dic ; that we are all finners; 
that ‘ after death is judgment,’ when we muft appear before the 
tribunal of a holy, heart-fearching God ; and that eternal mifery 
awaits us, if we are not prepared to meet him in peace; Yet, what 
numbers of every rank and condition of life, aware of all this, pafs 
away their days in utter forgetfulnefs of God and their fouls, till 
death furprifes them, and cuts them off in their fins.’’  P. 1. 

The preacher’s conclufion is all pointed to that higher branch of 
forefight, which is noticed at the end of the above paffage, and is 
clear, forcible, and edifying. 


Aat. 27. A Serman, preached before the Mayor and Corporation 
of Stamford, in St. Mary’s Church, in that Place; on Sunday, ° 
25th O&eber, 1807; being the Anniverfary of his Majifty's 
Acceffion te the Throne. By the Rev. Robert Lafeelles Carr, 
Chaplain to Lird Mendip, ard Curate of the Parifhes of St. Mar 
and St, George in Stamford. 4to, 21 pp. 18.6d. Drakard, 
Stamford ; “White, London. © 1808. 


This Sermon is an eflay on govérnment, but it is a truly Chrif. 
tian and loyal effay ;. and well fuited to the occafion on which it 
was pronounced, the Anniverfary of the King’s Acceffion. 

It is very, remarkable for clearnefs of argument. » Krom the 
well known text, *‘ Let every foul be fubject, to the higher 
powers,’’ &c, (Rom. kil. 1, 2,) the author deduces the general 
dottrine—that God is the fupporter of all regular governments : 
wich is then branched out, into the following propofitions. 

‘1. The light of reafon fhews, that it is abtolutely neceffary for 
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the fafety and happinefs of man, as a focial being, that he fhoul 
form and enter into fome fort of civil government. 

«2, But neither do reafon nor Revelation prefcribe any one 
particular form of government, but each nation is Icft to the 
choice of its own form, 

*¢ 3, But both Revelation commands obedience to the form 
chofen, whatever it may be,—and reafon fhews that fuch obedi. 
ence is alfolutely neceflary.”” P. 4. 

Thefe points are then diftin@ly and well argued, It is true, 
that the argument does not cat off all topics for difpute ; but 
while there is no difcuffion among us refpeCling the beft form of 
government, or that moft fuited to ourfelves, it may pafs without 
further queftion. Having finifhed thefe leading topics, the other 
appeals with fpirit ro his hearers, on the peculiar excellence of 
our own government ; and with great force and truth on the per, 
fonal  haraétcr of our beloved Sovereign. 

In a Sermon, which contains fo much excellent matter, we are, 
forry to al to any thing: ‘but we cannot ‘read the conclufion 
without a feeling of prefumption in it. We ate convinced, from 
the tenor of the whole, that the author meant not fo, and there. 
fore we fay no more, but we wifh that it had been otherwife 
planned. To pronounce a fentence as from God, even in, hope, 
tancy, or fuppoiition, is too much. It fhould have been avoided! 


‘ MISCELLANIES, 


Art. 28, 4 Speech delivered at a Meeting of the Merchantt 
Company of Edinburgh, re/pecting- the Police A@, on Monday, 
the 16th of February. By Fobu Borihwick Gilchrip, L£/q 
LL.D. Banker in Edinburgh, 8v9. 63 pp. 23. Walker 
and Greig, Edinburgh, 1807. 


This fpeech (which certainly exhibits no very captiyating fpe- 
cimen of elegance or eloquence) recommends ftrongly an appli- 
cation to Parliament for the gepeal of the Pelice Act for the City 
of Edinburgh, or at leaft fome alterations in material parts 
of that ftatute, The chief objection ftated is, a fuppofed 
uncontrolled power given to the fuperintendant of the police; 
and it feems to be a doubt, whether he is amenable, or not, to 
the Commiffioners appointed under that A@ of Parliament. Not 
any copy of the Act is inferted in this publication, nor any re- 
ference to it by the year and chapter. We cannot, therefore, 
without a tedious fearch, examine its feveral provifions, not 
judge whether, or nat, the objeétions to them are juft. The 
fpeech here printed declaims generally, and not without animo- 


fity, on the topic which we have ftated, but enters into 0. 


difcuffion of the Bill, or its feveral claufes, as applicable to the 
manners and circumftances of the metropolis of Scotland; which 
vo 
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would appear to us the beft method of determining upon the 
merits of fuch a queftion. Afterall, on a difpure otf fo local a 
nature is Out of our province to decide. Several documents are 
fabjoined, fhowing the proceedings of different Committees, 
Commiffioners, &c. on this difpyte. But as acither a copy of the 
Ad, nor a ftatement of its contents, is given, were it not for the 
fubject and place of pyblication, we thould have confidered thig 
ratucr as an ¢ri/4 than a Seotch pamphlec. 


Art. 29. Memoir of the Mo/quito Territory, as re/pefing the 
voluutary Cejfien of it to the Crown of Great Britain: pointing out 
fome of the many Advantages to be derived from the Occupation of 
that Country; more e/pecially after our ill Succefs at Buenos 
Ayres, as fet forth in a Memorial prefented to the Right Honour- 
able Lord Caftlereagh, Secretary of State for the Colonics, &c. 
&c. By Fohu Wright Efg. Late Commander of His Majefly’s 
Ship Swift, and Senior Officer of his Majefty’s Naval Forces at 
Honduras and on the Mofquito Shore. 8vo0. 32 pp. 18, 6d. 
Hatchard. 1808. 


This Memoir enumerates many advantages of the Mofquito 
territory, under the different heads of ‘¢ its Situation, its Ex- 
tent, its Inhabitants, and its eomsercia) and political Intereft ;*” 
from all which circumftances the writer infers the expediency of 
forming a new fettlement in that country, He, indeed, de- 
fcribes it as almoft a paradife, the climate being mild for thofe 
latitudes, the foil extremely rich and fertile, its produce various 
and valuable, and its inhabitants much attached to the Englith 
nation, He therefore recommends the occiipation of it by 
building forts. (which he thinks would require but a moderate 
force to garrifon) and conveying thither a part of the fettlers in 
the Bay of Honduras; who, in the writer’s opimion, would 
gladly remove to the Mofquito territory. 

Reprefentations from an officer, who has been long perfonally 
acquainted with the country deferibed have, nodoubr, met with 
attention from Govesnment, Bat how far it may be expedient 
to act upon them hereafter it is not for us to judges’ ‘Greater and 
more immediate interefts are now at ftake; and no minifter 
would, in the prefpnt ftate_of affairs, adopriaity meafure, which 
might have the appearance.of.hottility to the Spanifh nation. 


Art. 39,  Oxoniana, 4 Vols. 12mo. op. ad, us, Phillips: 
1808, ‘ ' 


The Editor has here colleéted a number of entertaining inci- 
dents and anecdotes relating to Oxford, interfperfed with what, 
in our Opinion, conftitutes the chief value of the volumes, biogra- 
phical fetches of fome of the more illuftrious members of the Uni- 
Verfity, Byt there is no fyRera purfued, nor can the compilation 
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be confidered as very judicionfly pet together, There is mach 
inferted of very little mtereft, dnd fome few things which would 
have been better omitted, ‘They may {till be confidered as no bad 
lounging books for younger Oxford itudents, but thev who have 
Jeft alma mater with due reverence ’ will hardly be fatishied with 
what is here put together concerai ng her; nor will the graver 
refidents at the Univ erfity receive the work with. particular 
complacency. They will perceive, that the materials, to which 
the editor had accefs, migh', with care and judgment, have been 
converted to a more uftful and more interefting purpofe. 


Art. 31. % Ejay on light Reading, as it maybe fuppafed ta 
influence Moral Condu@ and Literary Tafte. . By the, Rew, 
Edward Mangin, M.A. 12mo, 55, 6d, Carpenter. 1808, 


There is a great deal of found good fenfe and of very judicious . 


remark in this little volume, 1s object is to prove, that fufficient 
care is not taken with refpeét to the more popular books which 
are generally, and without referve, given young people of both 
fexes to perufe, ‘There is certainly a great dedi that is excep. 
tionable and pernicious in many beoks which all read, or ra 
member to have read, with eagernefs and pleafure; fuch, for ex. 
anyple, as Tam ‘ones, Roderic Random, Peregrine Pickle, much 
of Pope, Swift, &c, &c. ‘The author makes an honourable ex. 
ception in favour of Richardfon, Cowper, and afew others.  Itis 
a pleafing volume, but we apprehend the aythor muft Live fome. 
where oat of the warld, or have been ftrangely mifinformed, or 
wilfully ignorart; he would-otherwife not have written the 
following paragraph, which is alike prepofterous and falfe ; 

“* Thefe are the conjectures of, the ignorant and uninitiated, 
who reguire to be informed, that a beokfeller.can bay the 
raviugs of fome filly old woman, or illiterate apprentice, for 
two or thre. guineas, and by puffs in the newlpapers, aad mat. 
ing interc? wih the Reviewers, can impofe his bargain on the 


public. and by the fale of i¢ progure two or three hundred 
pounds for himfelf.’” 


Art. 32. Fifth Edition avith an Appendix. A Corre/pondence 
betroeen Richard Wilfon, Ejq. a Megifirate for the County of 
Tyrone, and | te a Member of the Britifo Parliament; the Right 
Fon. Wiliam Biliot, Princip: d Secretary to the Dukeof Bede 
ford, and the Righe tlon, George Ponfonby, Lord Hig Chan- 
teller of Ireland: relative to the Fesfecations of the Roman Ca- 
Sep s in his Diftridt, by a certain Defcription of Orange-mem 

ud the Manner in which the Laws are admin ered with regard 
to ‘he farmer C lofe of Pecpie; with a foort Introdudtian, in avhich 
(ilu ftoms are made to firmer Communications and Cox werfaleey 


wich Mr. Wiljor bad with Mr. Windbam, Lord Eldon, Mr. 
H “ichbam, 
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Wickham, ond Sir Evan Nepean, upon the abovementimed 


Subjeds. 8vo. 86 pp. as. Gd. King, Dubhn. 1807, 


Very extraordinary facts (for we mutt prefume they are facis) 
are detailed in this correfpondence. At appears, that in the 
neighbourhood of this author (the borders of the connties of 
Tyion and Ar nagh), vioient diffenrions prevailed between a 
fet of perfons called Orange-men and the Roman Catholics, and, 
as he conceives, a violence perfecution of the latter by the former, 
even to the burning of a houf>, or cabin, occupied by an induf- 
trious man, whofe only crime was, it is alledged, that of being 
a Roman Catholic, On a repfefentation of this fact to Mr, 
Elliot (then Secterary to the Lord Lieutenant), a gentleman 
high in the profeffion of the law, was fent ro the fpor, in order 
to invettigate the rranfaction ; upon whofe report, it fhould fem, 
a profscution was initituted againtt fome of the perfons aceufed of 
this outrage; they neverthelefs were acquitted on their trial. 
In the lecters of Mr. Wilfon, which are here given, it is ob- 
jected, that the inquiry was conducted improp:rly, the parties 
accufed having been applied to by the learned Serjeant em. 
ployed by Government, and by lin defired to collet evidence 
for the purpofes of the enquiry. The Government, however, 
fignified ‘its high approbation ‘of the conduét purfied by that 
gentleman. This circumftance, together with che acguitcal of 
the parties accufed, conveys a ftrong fufpicion, that fome mif. 
conception muft have operated on the gentleinan who mikés this 
appeal, and who, we conclude, cannot have been actuated by 
any unworthy motive. Againft the principal witnefs it appears 
to have been teftified, by a magiftrate, that he was a perfon 
“ unworthy of credit’ and therefore the acquittal ‘is-admitted 
to have been proper, fo far as relares to the judge and jury, 
But the conduét of Government, of the gentlemen employed by 
them on the inguiry, and of the witnefles, are all arraigned by 
Mr. Wilfon in this narrative. 

* On the old maxim of Audi alteram partem, we thall forbear 
giving any opjnion, except that apart of Ireland, where religious 
and party animofity can go fo far as to prompt the burning of 
houfes; and fuch an outrage is fo little noticed by the magiftrates 
in general, as to call for the exprefs interference of Government, 
muft be, as to’effential purpofes, without a police, and may al. 
moft be deemed insa ttate of barbarifin. « We conceive therefore, 
that, as the then exifting government of Irciand (a government 
which certainly was not hoftile to the Roman Catholics) de- 
clined taking any farther meafores, they muft have been fatisfied 
tither that the réprefentations were exaggerated, or that enough 
had been done to fecute the future-peace of that couritry, 
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Art. 33. Veluti in Speculum, or a Scene in the High Court of 
Admiralty ; difplaying the Frauds of Neutral Flags, as exempli, 
fred in the Cafe of the Sil nus. With Remarks on the Profecution 
for Libel inflituted againft the Author by Admiral Montagu. The 
Application of His Majcfty’s Licences; forged’ American Certift. 
cates; Injuftice towards Neutrals, and Danger of bis Majefty’s 
Dock-yards. Addrejjed to Minijiers and Parliament. Ry Jobe 
Brown, Author of ** The Myfeeries of Neutralization.’* yg, 
101 pp. 3s. 6d. Jordan and Maxwell. 1807. 


Tn our account * of his former work, intitled ‘* The Myfterics 
of Neutralization,’’ we gave credit to the zeal and induftry of 
this writer in bringing forward important fatis, and. detail 
many ftriking anecdotes, which proved the fraudulent condu& of 
neutrals in covering the property of our enemies. In the work 
before us, he flates, a particular cafe tried before the court of ad. 
miralty, in which a variety of fufpicious circumftances appeared, 
and yet the proofs were not deemed ftrong enough to entitle the 
captor toa condemnation. ‘The cargo, however, was decreed to 
be reftored on payment of cofts to the captor; which implies, 
that it was a fufpicious cafe, and that there were reafonable 
grounds of detention, Mr, Brown (who appears to have been 
the captor’s agent) alledges that, had he been able to attend the 
trial, or not been obliged to employ a privileged proctor, his 
client might have obtained a more tavourable decifion, but we 
cannot fuppofe that a proctor of profeffional eminence, and ftill 
Jefs that the very diftinguifhed judge of that court, could have in. 
adequately difcharged hisduty. ‘There muft have been fome con, 
trary proofs, which even the fufpicious circumftances ftated by 
Mr. Brown could not overthrow. The abufe of the king’s li- 
cences,.to trade with hoftile countries, is next adverted to, and 
feoms to demand the attention of government, as, if true to the 
evtent fuppofed by this author, it muft be pregnant with mil, 
chicvors con&quences. A particular cafe is ftated, which feems 
to initify what the author has advanced ; the fame remark applies 
to the allecged forgeries or fraudulent acquifitions of American 
documents of citizenfhip, (in order to protect Britith feamen 
from the imprefs,) and of American fhip papers, to cover the 
veflcls of enemies. 

This author fairly admits that injuftice is fometimes done to 
neutrals, by captains of privateers, in extorting money from them 
by way of raniomy cud as an inducement to liberate them with- 
Out examination, 

‘Vhcfe points (together with a proper caution refpeéting the ad. 
poiliou of foreigners into our dock yards, and the ftatement: 
a difpute with Admiral Montagu, or rather his fecretary, which 
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might as well have been omitted) form the principal topics in 
this publication, It teems with important facts ; fome of which 
gre perhaps rendered lefs material by the late extenfive orders of 
council, but many ftill feem to require, the invefligation of minif, 
ters, or of parliament. 

The zeal of this author is not, we may be told, tempered 
with moderation ; yet it appears to have ftimulated him to very 
Jaudable exertions, and has enabled him to place ina ftrikin 

int of view many frauds, injurious to his country, which had 
never before, we believe, been fo fully inveftigated, or fo dif. 
tinétly pointed out. 


Art. 94. A Voyage and Travels in the Regions of the Brainy 
communicated in Letters to a Friend; the Shepherd of the Moung 
tain Top, a Fragment, and Dunbarton Caftle, a Sonnet, By Dae 
wid Service, Auther of the Wild Harp’s Murmurs, Sc. 12M, 
28pp. 1s. Yarmouth, printed; Ogle, London, 1808, 


The voyage here briefly defcribed, has fome ingenuity of allo» 
gory, not unlike to the Pilgrim’s Progrefs, but it is very haftily 
difmified, and breaks off before we can fully trace the intention 
of the author, It might certainly have been extended with ad. 
vantage. As to the ‘* Shepherd of the Mountain Top,’’ it 
feems to be a mere panegyric of the author upon-himfelf, veiled 
under a flight appearance of jocularty. ‘The fonnet on Dun, 
barton Caftle is nothing. On a former occafion we quoted fome 
verfes of Mr. Service on Pitt*; with this {mall book we received 
fome on Fox, of very inferior merit, and apparently the mere req 
fult of the pecuniary obligation mentioned in the introdu@ion. 
Mr, S. has now for his patron Mr. Capel Loft, ‘* Quid petet 


witerius ?’? 


Arr. 35. Ax Introdu@ion to the Geography of the New Tea. 
ment; comprifing a fummary Chronological and Geographical View 
of the Events recorded refpe@ing the Minifiry of our Saviour; 
with Maps, Quéftions for Examination, aud an accented Index. 
Defigned for the Ufe of young Perfons, and for the Sunday Em. 
ployment of Schools. - By Lant Carpenter, Exeter, -12M0, 242 
pp. Longman and Co. 


This is but a {mall book, but it contains a great deal, and 
mutt certainly have coft the author confiderdble pains and labour. 
There is much of chronology, as well'as of geography in it.—+ 
The duration and tranfaétions of our Saviour’s miniftry being re. 
duced to a calendar, as minute perhaps, as it can be at all reafons 
able to expe&t fuch a work to’be. Tn the framing of this, Mr, 
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* Brit. Crit, vol xxix. p. 74. 
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Carpenter appears very carefully and very critically to have 
examined the plans and hypothefes of our moft eminent com, 
mentators, from fome of whom he has feen reafon to differ ; 
particularly from both Dr. Prieftly and Archbifhep Newcome, 
The leading principles of Mr. C’s. arrangement are, rf, That 
the Miniftry of Jefus included two Paffovers only. od. That 
John vi. 4, refers to the latter, at which Jefus was crucified; 
and gdiy, that St. Matthew’s Order claims a general preference, 
in fupport of which latter hypothefis he is inclined to adope 
Mr. Marfh’s account, ftill fo mach the fubject of controver. 
fial difcuffion, As Dr. Prieftley’s hypothefis was adopted by 
Mr. Field, in his Queftions, and Archbifhop Newcome’s by Dr, 
White, in his Diateffaron, arrangements of the fe¢tions of ‘the 
Jatter, and of the queftions of the former, are annexed; to ada 
them feverally to Mr.C’s. own calendar of evénts. In doing 
this, the author feems to have taken great pains, and to have 
given confiderable attention to the fubject. The whole of our 
Saviour’s miniltry, according to Mr.C., is made.to extend from 
January 6, Anno 28, to April 28, A.D. 29. The geographical 
art of the work is compiled from the writings of the following 
earned authors, Schleufner, Whitby, Wells, Roland, Lardner, 
Paley, Michaelis, Beaufobre, and L’ Enfant, Calmet, D’Anville, 
Cellarius, Lightfoot, Clarke, Fleury, Pretyman, and Newcome, 
Without entering critically into the main chronological queftion 
that Mr. C, difcuffes, (which we cannot now undertake) we fhall 
not hefitate to fay,—the book is likely to be of ufe both to 
teachers and pupils, calculated to communicate very important 
and interefting inftruction to the latter; and by no means unde. 
ferving the particalar attention and examination of the former, 
One precaution however -is neceflary. ‘The book muft be read 
quite through before any particular ufe is made of it, as in the 
latter, part.the author corrects his own work, in fome very it, 
portant particulars, ne 


Art. 36. Ax Effay on the Study of Statifiies; containing a Syllabus 
Jir-Leclures; and intended ta affift ihe Inquiries of inexperienced 
Travellers. By D, Boileau, 12mo. 68 pp. 25 Od. 
Coiburn. 1807, 


M: B. gives an outline of the obje@s which the-ftudy of ftatittics 
embraces ; and then fhows the general utility of the feience te 
pringes, flatefmen, merchants, military.men, and travellers. He 
proceeds to anfwer fome objetions made againtt ftatiftical hadies 5 
particalarly, that they have no intereft for /adies. P. 656) bx 

Lo cher judgment we fhall refer this part of his work; and 
fhall only fay in general, that he appears well qualified to give 
tetures on this interefling fubject. In fixing it price of this 
little book, no modetty was difplayed, 
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MONTHLY LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. | 


DIVINITY. 


Works of the Rev. John Newton, Rector of ‘St. Mary Wool. 
noth, London, 6 Vols. 8vo. zt. 14s. 

The Fathers of the Enghth Church, Second Volume. ros, | 

Human Laws bet fupported by the Gofpel, a Sermon preached 
in the Cathedral Church of St. Peter York, before the Hon. Sir 
Soulden Lawrence Knight, March 6, 1808. By the Rev. 
F. Wrangham, M.A. F.R.S. 2s. 6d. 

Sermons.on a Future State and Mutual Recognition of each 
other, and on other Subjects. By the Rev. R. Shepherd, Arch. 
deacon of Bedford. gs. | 

An Illuftration of the General Evidence eftablifhing the Reality 
of Chrift’s Refurrection. By George Cook, A.M. Miniter of 
Lawrencekirk, 7s. 

Thoughts on Prophecy: particularly as connected with the 
prefent Times: fupported by Hiftory. By G.R. Hioan. 7s, 

Chrift’s Supremacy and his Church’s Privileges defended 
againtt’ Human Ufarpation: in a Letter to a Friend, By.a 
Chriftian. 18. ) 3 
‘Sermons, by the late Rev. Bryce Johnfton, Minifter of Holy. 
wood, to which is prefixed a Memoir of hus Life, by the Rev, 
John Johnfton, Minifter of Crofs Michael. 8vo. 8s. 6d. 

Difflertations on the Exiftence, Attributes, Providence and 
Moral Government of God, and on the Duty, Charaéter, Securi. 
ty and Final Happinefs of his Righteous Subjects. By the Rev, 
David Saville, A.M. 78. 6d. - sh 

A Sermon againft Witchcraft, preached in the Parifh Church of 
great Paxton, in the County of Huntingdon, July 17, 18084 with 
a Brief Account of the Circymitances which led to two atrocious 
Attacks on the Perfon of Ann Izzard, as a reputed Witch, By 
the Rev. Ifaac Nicholfon, A. M. Curate. 15. 6d. 


» 


HISTORY.-—TOPOGRAPHY,. 


The Hiftory of the ancient Borough of Pontefrat. Ry 
B. Boothroyd. . 8vo. 10s, M 

A Pi@ure of Madrid, taken on the Spot. ‘Tranflated- from 
the German of Chriftian Auguftus Fifcher. 8vo. 6s. 


A gg tittical and Geographical Survey of Spain and Portugal. 
38, 64, : ! 
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LAW. 


Rules and Standing Orders of the Houfe of Commons relative 
to the Application for, and pafling private Bills; including the 
laft Orders refpecting Turnpike Roads. qs. 

Abftract and Explanation of the A&t paffed in the loft Seffion of 
Parliament, for enabling the Commiflioners for the Redu@ion of 
the National Debt, to grant Life Annuities, by Transfer of 
Funded Property. 15. 

The Trial at Large of Sir John Carr, v. Hood and Sharp, for a 
Libel in the Court of King’s Bench, Monday 25th July, 188, 
‘Taken in Short-Hand by Thomas Jenkins. 15. 

The Trial of Major Campbell, for the Murder of Captain 
Boyd. as. 6d. 

Speeches of the Right Hon. John Philpot Curran, Matter of the 


Rolls in AIrciand, on the late very interefting State Trials... 8yo, 
128. 


MEDICAL. 


A Treatife on the Operation of Lithotomy ; in which are de. 
monftrated the Dangers of the preferit Method of Operating with 
the Gorget, and the Superiority of the more fimple Operation with 
the Knife and Staff, The Manner of performing the Incifions is 
explained in Short Rules, and reprefented by Drawings the Sizt 
of the living Figures. By Robert Allan, Surgeon, folio, 
11 r1s. 6d. 


A Letter to Mr. Keate, Surgeon General to the Army. Py 
Robert Jackfon, M.D. 4s. 

Modern Medicine ; containing a brief Expofition of the pra. 
cipal Difcoveries and Doétrines that have occafioned the recent ad- 
vancement of Medical Philofophy, with Strictures on the pre 
fent State of Medical Practice, &c. By David Uwins, M.D. 
és, 


AGRICULTURE. 


Obfervations on the Utility, Form, and Management of Wate? 
Meadows, and on Draining and Navigating Peat Bogs. By 
W. Smith, Engineer and Mineralogift. 8s. 

Addrefs to the Board of Agriculture, and te the other agricul: 
tural Societies of the Kingdom, on the Importance of an Infticution 
for afcertaining the Merits of the different Breeds of Live Stock ; 
poinsing out the Advantages that will accrue therefrom to th 


nded Intereft and the Kingdom in General, By Thomé 
Bates. 23, Od. 


MATHEMATICS, 


Mathematics Simplified, and Praétically IMuftrated by. the 
Adaptation of the principal Problems to the ordinary Purpofes ° 


Lif, 
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Life, and by a progeffive Arrangement, applied to the moft familiar 
Objects in the plaineft Terms ; together with a Complete Effay on 
the Art of Surveying Lands, &c, by fuch fimple Inventions, as 
may for ever banith the Neceflity of coftly and complex Inftru. 
ments. By Capt. Thomas Williamfon, Author of the Wild 
Sports of India. Svo. gs. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


Fahhionable Biography, or Specimens of Public Character. By 
aConnoiffeur, 4s. 6d, 


EDUCATION. 


Inftirntes of Latin Grammar. By John Grant, A. M. ros. 6d. 

[he ?receptor and his Pupils, Part II. or the Syntax of all 
Eanvu compared ; sduethes with fpecial Rules, Dialogues, 
Feercifes, ani Examinations on the Bnglifh Language, By 
George Crabb: ° 4s; 6d: } 


Je 
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POLITICS. 


The Objeétions to the Appointment of the Duke of York to 
the Command of the Britifh Army in Spain briefly anfwered, 
“Fifth Report of the Committee for Managing the Patriotie 
Fund, from the firft of March 1807, to the egth of February, 
#808. 4s. , 

The Speech of William Adam, Efq. M. P. for Kincardinchhire, 
in the Houfe of Commons, on the Third Reading of the Scots Judi. 
ature Bill, June 24,1808. 28. 

The Indagators: or the Lawfulnefs or Unlawfulnefs of De- 
fenive and Offenfive War confidered. Py Sparkes Molitor. 
38. 6d, | 


POETRY. 


The Stanzas of an Englith Friend to the Patriots of Spain. 
18, 6d, 

Little Odes to Great Folks, with a Dedicatory Dithirambic 
to Sir R—ch—rd Ph—ll—ps, Knight, and an Epithalamium on 
Lord and Lady H~-n—y P—t—y. By Pindar Minimus, with 
Notes by Septimus Scriblerus. gs. 6d. 


Eccentric Tales, in Verfe. By Cornelius Crambo, Efq. 59. 


NOVELS. 


The Illufions of Youth: or Romance in Wales, and Common 
Senfe in London. By Cordelia Cordova. 4 Vols, 18s. 

The Old Irith Baronet, or the Manners of my Country. By 
Henrietta Rouviere. 3 Vols. 159, 


The American Savage, er Orab and Phabe. By Mrs. Barn. 
by, 2 Vols. Qs. : 
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MISCELLANIES. 


Advice to young Ladies on the Improvement of the Mind ang 
the Condu& of Lite. By Thomas Broadhurft. qs. 6d. 

A Letter to thé Livery of London, relative to the Views’ of 
the Writer in execating the Office of Sheriff. By Sir R. Phil. 
lips. 35. 6d. 

Old Nick’s Pocket Book, or Hints fos $9 emis Pedan. 


tique ande Mangleinge’’ Publication, to be called “ “My Pocket 
Book.’’ By Hunfelf. 4s. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


We are obliged to Mefirs. B. for their literary hint, 
which certainly fhali not beoft. 


Mr.G. Crab}, author of the “ Preceptor and his Pupils,” 
and other grammatical works, writes to propofe a Plan for 
forming a Society, for the _purpofe of compiling a come 
plete Ic ngh fh Dittionary. We think the plap a good one, 


but fear that many obftacles a impede the compietion of 


it. As we cannot conveniently give rooin for his Letter, 
we have tran{mitted it to a truly re(petable Magazine. 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Scriptural Illuftrations of the Thirty-nme Articles of the 


Chus rch of England, by the Rev. Mr. Wix, are nearly ready for 
publication. 


Mr. Wart will publith, early in the prefent month, an 
Anatomical Work, in Folio, entitled, Anatomeco-Chirurgieal 


Views of the Nofe, Mouth, &c.; with additiortal Deeper 
by Mr. Lawr Nee. 


The ZL; ife of St. Noel, the great King Alfred’s oldeft bro- 
ther. By the Rey. Jobn Whitaker, B.D. Re&or of Ruan 


L ws fee e, Cornwall, is gone to prefs, in one oftavo vo- 
lume 


Mr. Beloe is proceeding at the Prefs with his additional 
volumes of Anecdotes of Literature, &e, 


One V ‘olame of Lord Valentia’s Account of his T avg in 


the Eait, is compleced at the Prefs, and the reft is proceet ding 
with due care. 


A Tour in Scotland, by S: in John Carr, is in the Prefs, and - 
will be publithed in November. 
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